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INTRODUCTION 
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The author [Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah]—may Allah 
have mercy upon him — said: 


All praises belong to Allah, the One who sent His messen- 
gers with the guidance and the true religion, that it may 
prevail over every other religion. And Allah is sufficient 
as a witness. And I bear witness that nothing has the right 
to be worshipped except for Allah, alone without partners, 
affirming this and believing in His Oneness. And I bear 
witness that Muhammad is His slave and His messenger, 
may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him and 
upon his Companions. As to what follows: 


This is the belief of the saved victorious sect, Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah, up until the establishment of the Hour: belief 
in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the resur- 
rection after death, and the divine decree, the good of it 
and the bad of it. As to what follows: 


SCE ESE ES SR a ear SSS Re ane rcan enna ena nancnaananacna ac anannanamnanannananen 


EXPLANATION 


The author said, “All praises belong to Allah, the One who sent 
His messengers with the guidance and the true religion, that it 
may prevail over every other religion. And Allah is sufficient as 
a witness.” He sent Muhammad #8 with the guidance and 
the true religion as Allah the Exalted said: 
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€ GAN) ons Urey aly ij! wall @ } 
It is He who has sent His Messenger with 


guidance and the religion of truth 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:33] 


Guidance is beneficial knowledge and truthful infor- 
mation; this is what is referred to as guidance. And the 
true religion is the upright just legislation containing 
commands and prohibitions. And Allah sent [the Prophet 
ed with beneficial knowledge, righteous actions, and an 
upstanding principled legislation to prevail over all other 
religions with the guidance He sent him with. And Allah 
is sufficient as a witness over this great affair. 


Then [the author] said, “And I bear witness that nothing 
has the right to be worshipped except for Allah, alone without 
partners, affirming this and believing in His Oneness.” 
Meaning, confirming that He is the only One deserving 
of worship. He is One in His essence and His names and 
attributes. He has no resemblance, He has no likeness, and 
He is One in His lordship. He is One in His creation of His 
slaves. There is no Creator other than Him, the Creator and 
Provider. He is One in His divinity; no one is deserving of 
worship except Him. “Affirming this” means, “I affirm this 
great tawhid.” Tawhid means singling out Allah the Exalted 
for worship. 


Then [the author] sent salutations upon the Prophet ue 
as it appears in the hadith that he we directed those who 
supplicate to praise Allah and then send salutations upon | 
the Prophet ed Thus it is recommended to precede suppli- 
cations and writings with praise of Allah and glorification 
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of Him, testifying to His Oneness and to the message of 
the Prophet £6. this is one of the reasons for the supplica- 
tion being accepted, and one of the reasons for receiving 
success. For this reason, he said in the hadith of Fadalah 


ibn ‘Ubaid @2: 


: ja 4I- 5% 0/2 @, ae Se oe A * 47% 

he feill Je ead Bale cLillg ll teSet (A esas ls \5) 
> 7 2 ; £ 

BB Lay JR FAS AG ling ale all 

When one of you supplicates, let him begin with praise of 


Allah and glorification of Him, then send salutations upon the 
Prophet we and then let him supplicate as he wills.’ 


Then [the author] said, “As to what follows,” and this is a 
statement that separates the speech before and after it. The 
intent is to transition into the topic, meaning “as to what 
follows the previous speech.” 


“This is the belief” means that what I have mentioned is 
the belief of the victorious Saved Sect (Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah) until the Day of Judgment. This is because 
the Messenger of Allah we informed us that this ummah 
would divide into seventy-three sects, and all of them will 
be in the Fire except one. It was said, “Who are they, O 
Messenger of Allah?” He replied, “The Jama’ah.” And in 
another wording, he said, “Those who are upon what | 
and my Companions are upon.” 


These people are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. They are 
called the Saved Sect and they are called the Victorious 
Group up until the Day of Judgment, and they are called 
the Aided Group up until the Day of Judgment. All of 
these descriptions are for one group. They are called victo- 


1 Sunan Abi Dawid 1481 
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rious, they are called saved, they are called Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah. They are the Companions whe and those who 
are upon their methodology; they are Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’‘ah. And they are the Saved Sect, the Companions 
of the Prophet #@ and those who are upon their path and 
follow their example; they are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. 


Excluded from them are the Jahmiyyah, the Mu’tazilah, 
the Murji’ah, and the Qadariyyah. And all those who 
oppose the Companions #2 will be from the seventy-two 
sects. The only ones who are from the Saved Sect are those 
upon the methodology of the Companions concerning the 
tawhid of Allah, sincerity to Him, following His legislation, 
and exalting His commands and prohibitions as they come 
in His Book and the Sunnah of His Prophet we These are 
the people from the Saved Sect. 


THE SIX PILLARS OF FAITH 


And [the Saved Sect’s] belief is: belief in Allah, His angels, 
His books, His messengers, the Day of Judgment, and 
belief in divine decree, the good of it and the bad of it. The 
‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamda’ah stems from these six 
principles. 


EXPLANATION 


Belief in Allah 

Included in belief in Allah is that Allah is One without 
partners. He sent the messengers, revealed the books, and 
instituted legislation, including the five pillars of Islam: 
the prayer, zakat, fasting [in Ramadan], and Hajj. Included 
in belief in Allah is that He is the only one deserving of 
worship and He is the One who legislates. Thus, He legis- 
lated the prayer, zakat, fasting, Hajj, and the remaining 
laws. 


Belief in the Angels | 

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in everything Allah 
has mentioned in His Book, or what comes in the authen- 
tic Sunnah. They believe in Jibril, Mika’il, Israfil, the angel 
of death, the gatekeepers of the Fire, and other than them. 
They believe in all the angels: those about whom there is 
detail, they believe in those details, and those mentioned 
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in general, such as those who bear the Throne, those 
around the Throne, and those who follow us (and from 
them are the angels entrusted to us). They believe in all of 
them. The angels are slaves of Allah, as Allah the Exalted 
said: 


40 - Ss oe omy 22 hon ap teen Bee Pye 
G Cysladd oyaly aa5 S5ally igang Y Gyy2jSs dle i > 


Rather, they are [but] honored servants. They 
cannot precede Him in word, and they act by His 
command. 


[Surah al-Anbtya' 21:26,27] 


And they are the best of Allah's slaves, but it is the consen- 
sus of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah that the believers from 
the humans are better than them. This is because humans 
are held religiously responsible and they are tried with 
desire. Therefore, if they believe and are upright, they are 
better than the angels. 


Belief in the Books 

Likewise, Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the 
revealed books of Allah sent to all the Messengers. Those 
which they know about, they believe in, such as the 
Taurah, Injil, Zabur, and the Qur'an. And those they do 
not know about, they believe in them in general. Allah the 
Exalted said: 


bzally ESN peace 5th Calta ULL) lig! Sal 


Indeed We have sent Our messengers with clear 
proofs, and revealed with them the books and 
the Balance. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:25] 
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Thus Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe Allah sent books 
down to His messengers, and these books are the truth, 
and His books are from His speech. From His books are 
the Taurah, Injil, Zabar, the Qur'an, and in general the 
books which have been sent down. 


Belief in His Messengers 

Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the messengers. 
They believe that Allah sent messengers, the first of them 
being Nah. And from them is Adam $e, as he was a 
messenger to his offspring. And the last of the messengers 
was Muhammad ue All of them were truthful and all 
of them conveyed the message of their Lord. All of them 
were sent to call the people to the oneness of Allah and to 
His obedience, and to warn them against shirk and sins, 
the first of them to the last of them (Muhammad we), 


Nuh is called the first messenger because he was the first 
sent to the people after shirk appeared amongst them. 
Before that they were upon tawhid, following the legislation 
of Adam $e, Then shirk occurred among the people of Nah 
due to them going to the extreme concerning Wadd, Suwa’, 
Yaghuth, Ya'uq, and Nasr.” Therefore, Allah sent Nah 
to them to call them to the oneness of Allah and to warn 
them from His punishment. When they persisted and did 
not respond to the call, Allah sent the floods against them 
and they drowned. We ask Allah for safety and security. 


Belief in the Day of Judgment 
Likewise Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in the fifth 


2 Ibn ‘Abbas #2 said, “These were the names of righteous men from the peo- 


ple of Nuh; they took them as idols instead of worshipping Allah. Then they 
were given to the Arabs after them.” 


1] 
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pillar, and it is belief in the Last Day and resurrection 
after death. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that after 
mankind and the jinn die, they will be raised to life. 


And this is called the Resurrection, and the Last Day, 
and resurrection after death. All of these names appear 
in the text. “The Last Day” comes in the Qur’an, and the 
term “resurrection after death” comes in some of the ahadith. 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that mankind and the 
jinn will die, and then they will be raised to life and taken 
to account for their actions, the good and bad of them, as 
Allah clarified in His statement: 


Salt Aig oh BE ot oT WS ont 525 » 
é sere alt| le ity, wiles las * Al 
Those who disbelieve have claimed that they 
will never be resurrected. Say, "Yes, by my Lord, 
you will surely be resurrected; then you will 


surely be informed of what you did. And that, 
for Allah, is easy." 


[Surah at-Taghabun 64:7] 


It is a must that mankind is resurrected and taken to 
account. 


Thus the Last Day is the resurrection after death. The 
people will be taken to account for their actions, good and 
bad. Allah the Exalted said: 


Goll ep Gap gb Leg Gabjlall 4 be ally » 
G seid Upaal Guth Cepaiy Nplate bey Let 


And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens 
and whatever is in the earth, that He may recom- 
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pense those who do evil with [the penalty of] 
what they have done and recompense those who 
do good with the best [reward]. 


[Surah an-Najm 53:31] 


Thus mankind has an appointed term, and it is the Day 
of Judgment. Even if they are given respite in this world 
and die without being taken to account, verily they have 
an appointment. As Allah the Exalted said: 


aaj all Gy galllall oxy Lee DUlé alll Saad Yy B 
(ta i Jaks 65 
And never think that Allah is unaware of what 


the wrongdoers do. He only delays them for a 
Day when eyes will stare [in horror]. 


[Surah Ibrahim 14:42] 


And this is the Day of Judgment. 


Belief in Divine Decree 

Belief in divine decree is belief that Allah decreed matters 
before the creation of man. It comes in Sahih Muslim from 
the hadith of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As ®@ that the 
Prophet we said: 


AM Sette Soy ipa! Glas Of 45 BIE poles Di 55 
glist ees 4s is OSG aie rae 
Allah decreed the decree of the creation fifty thousand years 


before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne 
was upon the water.’ 


Allah the Exalted said: 
$ Sahih Muslim 2653 
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jy ETIES & pee AS Gi 
Indeed, We created all things with predestina- 
tion. 
[Surah al-Qamar 54:49] 


And the Exalted said: 


Y a il a sen or 2 be Gaal a > 


3a i ly BY Siu ce yk 
& jd SOR 


No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves 

except that it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees 

before We bring it into existence. Verily, that 

is easy for Allah. In order that you may not be 

sad over matters that you fail to get, nor rejoice 

because of that which has been given to you. 
And Allah likes not prideful boasters. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:22, 23] 


Predetermined decree which is affirmed and written, as 
Allah the Exalted said: 


a 


ats ally eal of Ue ts all Gt aes ey 


Do you not know that Allah knows what is in 
the heaven and earth? Indeed, that is in a Record. 
Indeed that, for Allah, is easy. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:70] 


Therefore Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe that Allah 
has decreed matters and written them down before the 
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creation of mankind, and before the presence of man, by 
fifty thousand years. Rather this was done before all of the 
creation was created, before the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, by fifty thousand years. And His Throne 
was upon the water. 


These six pillars are the foundation of faith according to 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ ah. 
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AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH THE EXALTED 


se esa cS EO a Oa 
_ e e 
The author may Alla ave mercy upon him said: 
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And from belief in Allah is to believe in what He has 
described Himself with in His Book or how He has been 
described by His Messenger we without distorting [these 
descriptions] (tahrif), negating them (ta’til), saying how 
they are (takyif), or making any resemblance and likeness 
with the creation (tamthil). 


Rather, as it relates to Allah the Exalted, we believe: 


€ Saccll goat) shy ip aS Gal } 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


They do not negate what He has described Himself with, 
nor do they distort the speech from its proper place. They 
do not deviate concerning His names and His ayat. They 
do not say how His names and attributes are, and they 
do not make a similitude between His attributes and the 
attributes of the creation. This is because Allah the Exalted 
does not have any rival from, or likeness or similitude to 
His creation. Allah the Exalted is more knowledgeable 
about Himself than anyone else. And He is the most truth- 
ful in speech, and better in speech than His creation. 


ESSE SS SSS SSS SSS SS SCS SC 


16 


The Explanation of al-'Agidah al-Wasitiyyah 


EXPLANATION 


From belief in Allah is belief in what He has described 
Himself with or by what His Messenger has described 
Him with, without distorting [these descriptions] (tahrif), 
negating them (ta’til), saying how they are (takyif), or 
making any resemblance and likeness with the creation 
(tamthil). This is included in belief in Allah: belief in what 
He has described Himself with [such as] Hakim, ‘Aziz, 
Ra'tf, Rahim, Qadir, and other than that, and by what His 
Messenger we has described Him with in the authentic 
ahadith. 


It is obligatory to affirm them for Allah. As it comes in the 
authentic hadith: 


Rs) RG AIS GEV LAIST thas 21S Sy aU Dey 


Allah smiles at two men. One of them killed the other and they 
both enter Paradise.‘ 


And in another hadith: 


2 2 7 2 , ° 7 a 
arg ” “. ae ° 7 3B Oy, 3B Ow 3° “, Z ° or, * “ O { Z « * o% ¥U Ol 
Cuan RS ° Cn RS ee 
Ja Cuan Og ae AS Coax 6S eet ay) Cee 5 5 
oo 


Verily, my Lord is angry, to an extent which He has never been 
angry before nor would He be angry afterward like this.° 


This is referring to the Day of Judgment. Ahlus Sunnah 


* Sahih Muslim 1890: “Allah smiles at two men. One of them killed the other 
and they both enter Paradise. The [Companions] said, ‘Messenger of Allah, 
how is [this so]?’ He said, ‘One of them fights in the way of Allah, the Exalted, 
and dies a nae Then Allah turns in mercy to the murderer who embraces 
Islam, fights in the way of Allah, the Exalted, and dies a martyr.’” 


° Sahih Bukhari 4712 


iW 
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believe in all of His names and attributes which appear in 
the Mighty Book or in the pure Sunnah. And they believe 
Allah has no likeness, no similitude, and no rival— 
meaning there is nothing like Him—and no comparison 
between Him and His creation. To Him belong beautiful 
names and lofty attributes. His attributes are not like the 
attributes of the creation and He does not resemble the 
creation. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


& Gate Al Als Ua } 
Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


And His statement: 


aS! WpsS Al OS aly } 
And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 
[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 


And His statement: 


& Qgaled ait, sO1ai all peas a p 
So do not attribute to Allah equals while you 


know [that there is nothing similar to Him]. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:22] 


Therefore Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm the attributes 
and names of Allah in a manner which is befitting to Him. 
They do not negate His attributes, they do not change His 
words from their proper places; rather, they believe in 
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everything which comes in the Book and the Sunnah from 
Fis names and attributes in a manner which is befitting to 
Allah, the Exalted, without distortion. 


Tahrif (distortion) is to alter the speech with addition or 
subtraction, or to negate the attributes, either by outright 
negation or improper interpretation of the meaning. 


Takyif (saying how the names and attributes are): They 
(Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah) do not say He rose over the 
Throne like this or He descends like this, or He becomes 
angry like this. They do not say how His names and attri- 
butes are. 


Tamthil (likeness or resemblance): they do not say His 
anger is like this, or He ascended like this, or His hearing 
is like this, or His sight is like this. 


They affirm the attributes and names of Allah in the 
manner which is befitting to His majesty. They do not 
distort or alter the meanings, they do not make a simili- 
tude or likeness for Him, they do not deny His names and 
attributes nor do they say how His names and attributes 
are. Their foundational principle in this matter is: 


@ Sova) rel 505 2 (5 ALLS Gal } 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 
When Imam Malik (may Allah have mercy upon him) 


and other than him from the Salaf were asked about this, 
he said, “The ascension is known, the how is unknown, 
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belief in it is obligatory and questioning concerning it is an 
innovation.”° | 


Allah the Exalted is described by His names as they appear 
in the text without any addition or subtraction. And they 
are real attributes: the ascension is reality, the hearing is 
reality, the pleasure is reality, the anger is reality; they are 
not allegorical, rather they are in the manner which befits 
His majesty. | 


Therefore we do not make takyif (saying how His names 
and attributes are), nor do we make tamthil (resemblance 
or likeness with the creation), nor do we make tashbih 
(similitude) nor do we make tahrif (distortion); rather, we 
accept them upon their apparent meanings. We accept 
everything which appears in the text as it appears in the 
text. 


As the Salaf said: 
Cole LS bgtal 
Believe in them as they have appeared.’ 


And we do not make ta’wil (interpretation). We have 
faith in them, believing they are the truth and attributes 
affirmed for Allah. And Allah is described with these 
attributes in the true sense without tashbih (similitude), 
tamthil (likeness to creation), takyif (saying how), or ta’til 
(negation). This is what Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’‘ah say. 


6 This narration has been transmitted from a number of the Salaf, from them 
Imam Malik, his Shaykh Rabi’ah ibn Abi “Abdur Rahman, Imam ash-Shafi’1, 
al-Awza’l, ath-Thawri, and other than them from the imams. 


d Al-Ajurri, ash-Shart’ah 720 
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The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


His messengers are truthful and reliable, in contrast to 
those who say what they do not do. For this reason, Allah 
said: 


cle ling Goes ee spall Gy Gy GEL > 
é india £5 abt Sealy gutcgal 

Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and 

Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 


Him! And Salam be on the messengers! And 
praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


[Surah as-Saffat 37:180-182] 


Thus, He declared Himself free from what the opposers of 
the messengers describe Him with. And He invoked peace 
upon the messengers, which means what they narrated 
was free from deficiency and blame. Allah the Exalted has 
combined what He has described and named Himself with 
between negation and affirmation, thus Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’‘ah do not abandon what the messengers came with,. 
Surely it is the straight path, the path of those Allah has 
bestowed His favor upon from the prophets, the truthful, 
the martyrs, and the righteous. 


Included in this is what Allah has described Himself with 
in Surah al-Ikhlas, that which is equal to one third of the 
Qur'an. 


Z| 
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He said: 
sy Dp aly Me Stan ah © Shai OB 
é ial ye 4 


Say: He is Allah, (the) One. Allah is as-Samad 

(the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures 

need, He neither eats nor drinks). He begets not, 

nor was He begotten, and there is none equal or 
comparable to Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112: 1-4] 


And what He described Himself with in the greatest verse 
in His book when He said: 


Al Ass Vy Ais OOK Y Agsall 250) ge YI all Y alll 
odie 2803 coll 13 Gye Gay! (A Leg Gilglaiall -4 Le 
edety Gslues Ys pelld Ley aga Gs be ale anh Y] 
Wy Gals Cilglatall Aa3S aang el lay Y) dale bye 
4 A : tall ry {2 ee ayer 
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped 
but He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains 
and protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor 
sleep overtake Him. To Him belongs whatever 
is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. 
Who is he that can intercede with Him except 
with His permission? He knows what happens 
to them (His creatures) in this world, and what 
will happen to them in the Hereafter. And they 
will never compass anything of His Knowledge 
except that which He wills. His Kursz extends 
over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no 


fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And 
He is the Most High, the Most Great. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 
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EXPLANATION 


The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, said, “His 
messengers are truthful and reliable,” as he previously 
mentioned from the belief in Allah, His angels, His books, 
His messengers, and the other aspects of belief; then Allah 
informs us that He is the most knowledgeable of these 
affairs. He is the most knowledgeable of Himself, and most 
knowledgeable of His creation, and He is never compared 
to His creation. 


And His messengers are also truthful, trustworthy, and 
reliable in what they narrate. The Qur'an and the messen- 
gers al have informed us about Muhammad us as the 
best of them, their leader, and the seal of the messengers. 
He (Prophet Muhammad we) has informed us that Allah 
is the Exalted, the Most High, and that He rose above His 
Throne, He gives and withholds, He has power over all 
things, and He deserves to be worshipped. The Sunnah 
has come with His great attributes. And He is the deity 
deserving of worship, because worship is according to 
what is proven in the Qur'an and what the trustworthy 
messengers sth have narrated concerning Allah. 


[Calling them] “reliable” means it is obligatory upon every 
religiously responsible person (those who are sane and 
have reached the age of puberty) to believe them. And the 
messengers did not bring anything from Allah except the 
truth, thus they are truthful, trustworthy, and reliable. 


Consequently, it is obligatory upon every religiously 
responsible person to believe in them and to work accord- 


Pee) 
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ing to what they came with. Every nation must work 
according to what their messengers gave them, and the 
messenger of this nation is Muhammad ed 


Thus it is obligatory upon this nation to follow what he 
came with and to follow his legislation, as the Exalted said: 


& \ggGild Ae aStgi Lay 25084 sisi! ASUT Lay 
And whatever the Messenger has given you, 


take; and what he has forbidden you, refrain 
from. 


[Surah al-Hashr 59:7] 


And the Exalted said: 


6 red Sa) all Sh5 8) Gull) teil G OB 


Say, [O Muhammad], "O mankind, indeed I am 
the Messenger of Allah to you all. 


[Surah al-A 'raf 7:158] 


Thus it is upon every religiously responsible person to 
follow this Messenger #8 with what he came with from 
the Book and the Sunnah of legislated rules, including 
those actions implemented and those avoided. Included 
in that is what has been narrated from Allah’s names 
and attributes, so it is obligatory to believe in them, and 
to believe in everything which has been narrated from 
Allah’s names and attributes. This belief must be free from 
likening Allah to anything, free from resembling Allah to 
His creation, and free from negating His attributes. Thus 
the author said, “in contrast to those who say what they do not 
do.” This means the disbelievers and the ignorant people. 
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For this reason He praised Himself and freed Himself 
from what the liars say, as the Exalted said: 


ce Dlg Goes Kee Sell Gj oh) GK 3 
& Caltall Cy abt dally Gaya 
Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and 
Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto 


Him! And Salam be on the Messengers! And 
praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 


[Surah as-Saffat 37: 180-182] 


So He praised Himself, because He is complete in His 
essence, His names, and His attributes. The Exalted said, 
“And praise to Allah, Lord of the worlds.” He freed Himself 
from what His enemies who opposed the messengers say. 
The Exalted said, “Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honor 
and Power! (He is free) from what they attribute unto Him!” 
Meaning He is free from what His enemies describe Him 
with, such as the saying of the disbelievers that He has 
taken a son or a wife and saying He has a partner. All of 
this is false, and He has declared Himself free from this. 
He did not take a son nor a wife. 


Allah the Exalted is One and He is as-Samad (the 
Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need) and He 
has no partners; rather He is the only deity worthy of 
worship. 


The Exalted said: 
& fail Gadsll gh VY) al) Y Satya) Sei, B 


And your God is One God, there is none who 
has the right to be worshipped but He, the Most 
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Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:163] 


Salam upon the messengers due to the blamelessness of 
what they narrated, being safe from deficiency and blame. 
So He said: 


& Salisyall le Dlg > 
Salam upon the messengers. 
[Surah as-Saffat 37:182] 


This is because they submitted (sallamu - | gah) to Allah 
with what He informed them about Himself, and they 
surrendered to Him and conveyed this to the ummah. Thus 
they are unscathed, infallible, and truthful in this affair, 
reliable and trustworthy. 


Then He praised Himself. The Exalted said: 


& Gealiell Gy alt Sealy > 
All praises belong to Allah, the Lord of 
all that exists. 
[Surah as-Saffat 37:182] 
This is due to the perfection of His attributes and His 
actions. For this reason the absolute praise belongs to Him. 


Allah the Exalted has combined between negation and 
affirmation with what He has described and named 
Himself with, in the verses and ahadith. The negation is 
general while the affirmation is specific. This is the method 
_ of the Book and the Sunnah: the negation is general. 


° J 
P a2 i a Se - 3 o% 8 ‘ “ Se “ = 0% 
coo ali.S Call os Ales : oul 
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There is nothing like unto Him. 
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


& Cygale’ Sify 11H) all |ylass SGD 


Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) 
while you know (that He Alone has the right to 
be worshipped). 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:22] 


Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


And there are other similar verses as well. 


The affirmation is specific. He is al-‘Aziz, al-Hakim, 
ar-Ra'tf, al-Halim, al-Wahid, as-Samad, al-Ghafir, 
ar-Rahim, al-Malik, al-Quddts, and as-Salam; and He has 
other detailed names and attributes as well. 


The verses from the Qur'an and the narrations in the 
Sunnah also combine between negation and affirmation 
[of the names and attributes of Allah]. The negation is 
general, freeing Him from everything which is not befit- 
ting for Him, and it declares His perfection. It also frees 
Him from what the enemies of the messengers stef say. 
Thus it combines between this and the detailed affirma- 
tion of His names and attributes. Ahlus Sunnah does not 
refrain from what the messengers brought, for verily it is 
the straight path, and it is the tawhid of Allah and obedi- 
ence to Him, belief in Him and belief in His names and 
attributes. He has no resemblance, no similitude, and no 
rival. 


27 


Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz 


This is the straight path about which Allah said: 


4 aiid) Lhjtall Gaal } 
Guide us to the straight path. 
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:6] 


This is the path (about which He said): 


- a - wp fY¥ - # @ 2 0 Ob 3% _- of is 2 
elaguills Cudrrally Gasill Gyo agale alll sail Gaal } 
& Opt; 

Those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace: 


of the Prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, 
the martyrs, and the righteous. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:69] 


Thus He combined the detailed affirmation with the 
general negation. Allah the Exalted said: 


aly * sly aly ab al * von! ) all) * Sai all) 54 Ui ® 
& Aal lS 4) GS 

Say: He is Allah, (the) One. Allah is as-Samad 

(the Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures 

need, He neither eats nor drinks). He begets not, 


nor was He begotten, and there is none equal or 
comparable to Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112: 1-4] 


He mentioned that He is Allah, He is One, and He is as-Sa- 
mad, and then He said, “He begets not, nor was He begotten”; 
this detail is specific in negating birth (for Allah) due to the 
deficiencies that come along with that. Then He mentioned 
general negation. He said, “And there is none equal or compa- 
rable unto Him.” This is similar to His statements: 
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€ Lanta al plas Ula } 
Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


& Cygeled tly WG all Iles 3G 


Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) 
while you know (that He Alone has the right to 
be worshipped). 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:22] 
Sip aliS Gaal } 
There is nothing like unto Him. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


Likewise is that which is found in Ayatul Kursi: 


& 5) Vy Vu 046 Y Ayal Zell gs Y) al] Y al 
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but 
He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and 


protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor sleep 
overtake Him. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


Thus He negated for Himself slumber and sleep, meaning 
light slumber and heavy sleep. This is because He is 
described with perfect life, and slumber and sleep are 
deficiencies in life. And Allah is free from that. He is the 
Ever-Living who does not die, and sleep is a form of death. 
Thus Allah the Exalted is the Ever-Living who does not 


die. 
& aN a bag ciplaiall a te 
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To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is on earth. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


This means He is the owner of everything. 


& 453 Y] Sake Qiks gall 13 Sa} 


aw 


Who is he that can intercede with Him except 
with His permission? 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


This means no one can intercede without His permis- 
sion on the Day of Judgment, and the messengers and the 
righteous will intercede with His permission. 


As for in this world, then Allah the Exalted has commanded 
all of the people to supplicate to Him, specifying Him 
with their supplications, and to intercede with Allah on 
behalf of their brothers in this world. The Prophet £8 used 
to intercede on behalf of those who requested interces- 
sion from him. If anyone sought intercession from him, or 
removal of fear, he would supplicate for them.’ As for the 
Day of Judgment, then no one can intercede except with 


8 ‘Ata' bin Aba Rabah reported that Ibn 'Abbas wh asked him whether he 
would like to be shown a woman who is from the people of Jannah. When he 
replied that he certainly would, Ibn “Abbas said, "This black woman, who came 
to the Prophet vs and said, 'I suffer from epilepsy and during fits my body is 
exposed, so make supplication to Allah for me.' He # replied, 'If you wish, 
you can endure it patiently and be rewarded with Jannah, or if you wish, I shall 
make supplication to Allah to cure you.' She said, 'I shall endure it.' Then she 
added, 'But my body is exposed, so pray to Allah that this may not happen.' He 
(the Prophet #44) then supplicated for her." [Sahih Muslim 2576] 


Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Mughith was a slave.” [Mughith] said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, make intercession for me with her (Barirah).” The Messenger of Allah 
ue said, “O Barirah, fear Allah. He (Mughith) is your husband and the father 
of your child.” She said, “O Messenger of Allah, do you command me with 
that?” He said, “No, I am only interceding.” Then tears were falling down on 
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His permission, but in this world they intercede by way 
of general permission. This is because He has permitted in 
His legislation that the Muslims intercede for each other. 


He said: 


4 


- Ss 2 ° 
3 i ora A rican Ao\e See rad 
es 2 wD “ ( nd a 


Whoever intercedes for a good cause will have 
the reward thereof. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:85] 


Allah has granted them permission and incited them to 
do so, to work together upon piety and righteousness, 
to advise each other, and to enjoin one another upon the 
truth. And intercession is from enjoining each other upon 
the truth, and from goodness. Therefore it is permissi- 
ble in this world, by a general permission from Allah the 
Exalted. 


The people will go to Adam on the Day of Judgment [for 
intercession], and to Nuh, Ibrahim, and ‘Isa ial . Each of 
them will make an excuse until the affair reaches our 
Prophet Muhammad ed He will prostrate before his 
Lord, beneath the Throne. Then he will praise Allah with a 
tremendous praise which Allah will teach him, and he will 
be granted permission. It will be said, “Intercede and you 
will be granted intercession.” 


Ayatul Kursi, the greatest verse in the Book of Allah, 
contains affirmation and negation: 


Mughith’s cheeks. The Messenger of Allah us said to ‘Abbas, “Are you not sur- 
prised with the love of Mughith for Barirah and her hatred for him?” [Sunan 
Abi Dawtd 2231] 
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“The Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that 
exists.” This is affirmation. 


“Neither slumber nor sleep overtake Him.” This is negation. 


“To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on 
earth.” This is affirmation. 


“Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His 
Permission?” This is negation. 


“He knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world, 
and what will happen to them in the Hereafter.” This is affir- 
mation. 


“And they will never compass anything of His knowledge except 
that which He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the 
earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them. 
And He is the Most High, the Most Great.” This clarifies His 
perfection, that He is the Most High, the Most Great, and 
that He has perfect life. He is the Ever-Living who sustains 
all that exists and He is the owner of everything. Thus it is 
obligatory to summit to Him, to beseech Him, and to seek 
refuge in Him. Everything is in His Hand and He disposes 
of all affairs. 


For this reason the Exalted said: © 
€ Scat 64> 


Call upon Me; I will respond to you. 
[Surah Ghafir 40:60] 


And He said: 
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& alld bye alll gly » 
And ask Allah of His bounty. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:32] 


And the Exalted said: 


o - 


clall $63 Cual Cy 31 Se Gate ail 15 > 
gles la) 

And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], 

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to 


the invocation of the supplicant when he calls 
upon Me. 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:186] 


a2 


BELIEF THAT ALLAH IS THE FIRST AND ETERNAL, 
AFFIRMING HIS KNOWLEDGE, HIS HEARING, HIS 
SIGHT, HIS WILL, AND HIS DESIRE 


Sara rere eee eee ee ee OSES SOE eee 
= ° e 
The author may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 
— peor 
P ; 


Allah the Exalted said: 


& ale 6 (55 JS: 585 Ghalilly ja Ually 5a'Vly UoYl sa & 
He is the First (nothing is before Him) and 
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near 


(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the 
All-Knower of everything. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:3] 


£ G6 ¥ gil gall se ibis 
And put your trust in the Ever-Living One Who 
does not die. 


[Surah al-Furgan 25:58] 
And His statements: 
& aSall aie!) 505 
And He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise. 
[Surah at-Tahrim 66:2] 


& jul) aSall 505 
And He is the All-Wise, well-acquainted with all 
things. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:18] 
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Ce Spy Lay tebe G5Ra Ley Ged! (8 ah be Ale } 
€ Sill dont) hs Lead Gad bay ed 

He knows that which goes into the earth and 

that which comes forth from it, and that which 

descends from the heaven and that which 


ascends to it. And He is the Most Merciful, the 
Oft-Forgiving. 


[Surah Saba' 34:2] 


And His statement: 


Sa gd s as AY! teal ¥ rghit 
ho agits AY Wi hy yal 
And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none 
knows them except Him. And He knows what is 
on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but 
that He knows it. And no grain is there within 


the darkness of the earth and no moist or dry 
[thing] but that it is [written] in a clear record. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:59] 
And His statement: 


& doles VY) Acai Ys A ye Jedd Leg D 


And no female conceives or gives birth, but with 
His knowledge. 


[Surah Fatir 35:11] 


And His statements: 
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That you may know that Allah has power over 
all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre- 
hends) all things in (His) knowledge. 


[Surah at-Talag 65:12] 


& Cad) s5all 93 GSN 9h al GY p 


Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of 
Power, the Most Strong. 


[Surah adh-Dhariyat 51:58] 
And His statement: 
& Jaca actully Sch alieS Gal & 


There is nothing similar to Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 
And His statement: 
& alt Y) o58 Vall) ob te Gill Gig Galas Y Why 


It was better for you to say, when you entered 
your garden, “That which Allah wills (will come 
to pass)! There is no power but with Allah.” 


[Surah al-Kahf 18:39] 
And His statement: 
& dag be Dekh alll Sty | sHial be All oLB gly B 
And if Allah had willed, they would not have 


fought each other, but Allah does what He 
intends. . 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:253] 


And His statement: 
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And whomever Allah wills to guide, He opens 

his breast to Islam, and whomever He wills 

to send astray, He makes his breast closed and 
constricted. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:125] 


sD SDSL bane atecea aetna aes ene retas atec anapancanacsc aac tanaame a sane nascar caaeanancennentacanatctcs 


EXPLANATION 


In these verses, Allah gathers that which He has described 
Himself with and named Himself with, between the 
affirmation and negation. In them He affirms the perfect 
attributes for. Himself and He negates for Himself all 
deficiencies and shortcomings. Ayatul Kursi has already 
been explained, as well as Sarah al-Ikhlas. 


Allah says: 
pale ig OS shy Gath jatlaly jai UA sp 
He is the First (nothing is before Him) and 
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near 


(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the 
All-Knower of everything. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:3] 


He affirmed that He is the First, the One Whom there is 
nothing before; as the Prophet we said: 


js 4268 ‘ Bees . °G aa] cit Seam Slee e G is 4, ah a siy 
Sees BG 95 gmc Abt en sige LL 5 cpl sali 
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O Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You, 
and You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are 
adh-Dhahir [the greatest and highest] so there is nothing above 
You, and You are al-Batin [aware of the subtlest secrets] so 
there is nothing closer than You.’ 


Thus He is adh-Dhahir above all of His slaves, and there 
is nothing above Him. And He is al-Batin, there is nothing 
closer than Him, so He knows everything, and no secrets 
are hidden from Him. 


And likewise the verses regarding knowledge which He 
mentioned after; Allah says: 


& Sal aulall 525 > 
And He is the All-Knower, the All-Wise. 
[Sirah at-Tahrim 66:2] 


And His statement: 
Lisi 6 all Bly jas ect OS (Ae alll Gf Icha B 
That you may know that Allah has power over 


all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre- 
hends) all things in (His) Knowledge. 


[Surah at-Talag 65:12] 


And there are other verses which mention knowledge and 
wisdom, such as His statement: 


€ ASS Sue all b> 


° Sahih Muslim 2713 
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Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise. 
[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:220] 


And there are verses which mention provision and 
strength. 


& Cosi ofall 95 GH5N gh alll BD 
Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of 
Power, the Most Strong. 

[Surah adh-Dhariyat 51:58] 


And there are verses which mention His will and desire; 
all of them prove His greatness. And He has complete and 
perfect will, complete and perfect desire, complete and 
perfect knowledge, and complete and perfect power; all 
of these are from His attributes. His attributes exist in a 
manner which does not resemble His slaves. His strength 
is not like the strength of His slaves; rather His strength 
is completely perfect, just as all of His attributes are. His 
attributes have absolute perfection. 


For this reason He said: 
& Javeall aretall 505 ecod alS Gaul & 


There is nothing similar to Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


& OY! all Iga YG} 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 
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Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


€ Sal tS 40 Ss ls > 
And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 
[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 
Therefore His knowledge is not similar to the knowledge 
of the creation; there are no secrets hidden from Him. 
And likewise His wisdom, power, strength, forbearance, 
hearing, and sight; all of these attributes are complete and 
perfect without any deficiencies and have no resemblance 
to His slaves. This is in contrast to the attributes of the 
creation, as their attributes are deficient and weak. 


As for Allah the Exalted, all of His attributes exist in a 
manner which is absolutely complete. As the Exalted said: 


& Sava) qectall 5985 e (pd ALS Gaul } 
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 
And because of His perfection, He said: 
& Lint 4d psd la > 


Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


This means there is no one who has His perfection. 


"His will": This means His universal will. His universal 
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will is implemented and nothing can repel it. Whatever 
Allah wills will surely occur, including death and life, the 
strengthening of people or their debasement, losing or 
gaining rulership, giving birth or being barren; all of this 
occurs by the will of Allah. 


Allah the Exalted said: 
AlN alts GI) Gglith tay asttg Uf skke lh ty » 
& Guallall Os 


To whomever among you who wills to walk 
straight; and you do not will except that Allah 
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists). 


[Surah at-Takwir 81:28,29] 


& aslad Le Gy el 515} 
But if your Lord had willed, they would not have 
done it. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:112] 


His desire is of two categories. [One is] His universal 
desire, His will which is implemented and not repelled by 
anyone. As the Exalted said: 

2 bay SLD Spite o5ih Aang UI ald ag Gad 


ZS 


45ae3 Of All af (yada ice She a Aha GJ 
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And whomever Allah wills to guide, He opens 
his breast to Islam, and whomever He wills 


to send astray, He makes his breast closed and 
constricted. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:125] 
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And His statement: 


& Agi te Sas alll Gp 
Verily, Allah commands that which He wills. 
[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:1] 


This is the universal desire which is implemented, and just 
like His will it is not repelled. 


As for His legislative desire, this means that which He 
loves and is pleasing to Him; this may occur and it may 
not occur. Like the statement of the Exalted: 

cis UB bye Gal ote Rises I ca a 

4 Sie ss UI Lg Al 8 ge ally Se 

Allah wishes to make clear (what is lawful and 

what is unlawful) to you, and to show you the 

ways of those before you, and accept your repen- 


tance, and Allah is the All-Knower, All-Wise. 
Allah wants to accept your repentance. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:26, 27] | 


This is the legislative desire; it may occur and it may not 
occur. Allah wants to guide all the Muslims, and He wants 
to accept their repentance. But this is the legislative desire, 
so most of the creation will not repent and most of them 
will die upon disbelief. Therefore the legislative desire 
may or may not happen. | | 


Allah’s legislative will is for mankind to accept the truth, 
follow the messengers, and obey Him. There are some 
of them who are obedient and some who are disobedi- 
ent. Paradise is for whoever obeys Him and the Fire is for 
whoever disobeys Him. 
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As the Exalted said: 
cil AS Alghagg alll aby dag alll Ahh at > 
aalaall joi) allay Gab Caallh Slay! tess Ue 
JNA 3 ALAS Sagas Setg Al gic59 alll Cpeed byay 
& bigs Glte 415 le 
These are the limits (set by) Allah (or ordain- 
ments as regards laws of inheritance), and 
whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will 
be admitted to Gardens under which rivers flow 
(in Paradise), to abide therein, and that will 
be the great success. And whoever disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger and transgresses His 
limits, He will put him into the Fire to abide 


eternally therein, and he will have a humiliating 
punishment. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:13, 14] 


All of them are promised: those who obey Him will have 
Paradise, and those who disobey Him will have the Fire. 
This is the legislative desire. 


As for the universal desire, then no one can oppose it; 
whatever Allah wills, will surely occur. Some people will 
be destroyed, others empowered; some will die, others 
will live; some will lose their kingdoms, while other kings 
will remain. His universal desire is like His universal will, 
as it will surely be implemented. 
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SOME ATTRIBUTES OF THE CREATOR MENTIONED 
IN THE QUR'AN, SUCH AS LOVE, MERCY, PLEASURE, 
ANGER, HATE, AND WRATH 


Bcc SSRI 
_ e e 
The author may Alla ave mercy upon nim — Said: 
ew ene 
P . 


Allah’s statement: 


& Geel) Co} alll Uf Lads } 
And do good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of 
good. 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:195] 
And His statement: 
& Cyghaiall Con) alll Gf [plats 


And be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who 
are equitable. 


[Surah al-Hujurat 49:9] 

And His statement: 
& (ited) Coot alll 3) 24] Lawl 250 [ysl Led ® 
So as long as they are upright toward you, be 


upright toward them. Indeed, Allah loves the 
righteous. | 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:7] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 
ai AS st a ost AK Oy by 
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Say (O Muhammad to mankind), "If you (really) 
love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you." 


[Sirah Ali ‘Imran 3:31] 
And His statement: 
a a ore a eee ee am ake Fees 
@ Adgindy agins opt All Gb pa & 


Allah will bring a people whom He will love 
and they will love Him. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:54] 
And His statement: 
UGS 2481S tae aks 6 obit Eyal) Can al 4B 
6 Gasiays 


Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His cause 
in rows (ranks) as if they were a solid structure. 


[Surah as-Saff 61:4] 
And His statement: 
G asagll Jsell 5a5 
And He is Oft-Forgiving, full of love. 
[Surah al-Buruj 85:14] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


€ east 85 alll aie } 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 


[Surah al-Fatihah 1:1; Surah an-Naml 27:30] 


And His statement: 
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° 2 o pen We ig . 


Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy 
and knowledge. 


[Surah Ghafir 40:7] 
And His statement: 
& Vagay Cuiedall GIS5 } 


And He is ever Most Merciful to the believers. 


[Surah al-Ahzab 33:43] 
And His statement: 
@ sigh US Cans cians p> 
And My mercy embraces all things. 
[Surah al-A' raf 7:156] 


And His statement: 


Your Lord has written mercy for Himself. 
[Surah al-An’am 6:54] 


And His statement: 
& dsa5ll Jochll 585 


And He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
[Surah Yunus 10:107] 


And His statement: 
€ Guat gas] sy Uta 55 Aa > 
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But Allah is the best to guard, and He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy. 


[Surah Yusuf 12:64] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
& aslaall jyall GS Ake Igtinyy agic AlN puns } 


Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased 
with Him. That is the great attainment. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:119] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
led WA Aye SS aaa ae Oy ory 
& 4ial, alle All Gund; 


And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his 
recompense is Hell to abide therein, and the 
wrath and the curse of Allah are upon him. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:93] 
And His statement: 
& Aliza) Iga S; all LA & lati 23 ais 
That is because they followed that which 


angered Allah, and hated that which pleased 
Him. 


[Surah Muhammad 47:28] 


And His statement: 


6 Gyroal tsb l 4h. Lad! GL] a 
So when they angered Us, We punished them, 
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and drowned them all. 
[Surah az-Zukhruf 43:55] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


But Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so 
He made them lag behind. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:46] 
And His statement: 


& Cglali Y Le Ighott Gf alll Sc Uke 5K > 


Most hateful it is with Allah that you say that 
which you do not do. 


[Surah as-Saff 61:3] 


TERRES a aN aE a eI EI CEO UES 


EXPLANATION 


The verses which contain the attribute of love are numer- 
ous. Allah has described Himself with love, He loves and 
He is loved. He loves the pious, He loves the doers of 
~ good, and He loves those who are just and fair. 


The Exalted said: 


a3 


$_ 8B 8 gy Sg 84 wie “so % 
@ AAgiay agin esd alll Sb casas 
Allah will bring a people whom He will love 
and they will love Him. 


[Surah al-Ma‘idah 5:54] 


And the Exalted said: 
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¢ Ahi BA AA al sod 2K Gy UBD 
Say (O Muhammad to mankind), "If you (really) 
love Allah then follow me; Allah will love you" 


[Sirah Ali ‘Imran 3:31] 


Likewise from His attributes are mercy and compassion. 
He is merciful and His mercy encompasses everything. He 
is also forgiving and full of love; this means He is the most 
beloved to those who love Him. He also becomes pleased 
and angry; He has wrath and He hates. 


& Ake |p) agic alll 125 ® 
Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased 
with Him. 
[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:119] 


& ‘de Ai : aé » 
Allah’s anger is upon them. 
[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:14] 
& Ailpizny Iph Sy alll Laul te lath 3b ai } 


That is because they followed that which 
angered Allah,-and hated that which pleased 
Him. 


[Surah Muhammad 47:28] 
And He said: 
4 Hath ts a 3S cs p 


But Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so 
He made them lag behind. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:46] 
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All of these attributes are true: pleasure, love, mercy, wrath, 
anger; Allah is described with all of these. And similar to 
His other attributes, they are befitting His majesty without 
tahrif (distortion), ta’til (negation), takyif (saying how), or 
tamthil (likening to the creation). Therefore, His love is not 
like the love of the creation, and His pleasure is not like 
theirs. His anger is not like theirs, and His hate is not like 
the hate of the creation. His wrath is not like their wrath. 
All of His attributes are like this. 


The Exalted said: 


Seal) qual 585 biot al Gal } 
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 
And the Exalted said: 
& 33) Is 1 3S ly » 


And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. | 


[Surah Papp ine 112:4] 
And Allah the Exalted said: 
& OGY all Igitect 3D 


So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


He has no similitude. Do not put forward similitudes for 
Allah. He has no likeness and no rival. All of His attri- 
butes are in one category (meaning, unique to Him and 
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not similar to the creation). 


Thus we say: We believe in Allah the Exalted by His 
beautiful names and lofty attributes, which are affirmed 
in the Qur'an and the authentic Sunnah, in a way which 
is befitting to His majesty, without tahrif (distortion), ta’til 
(negation), takyif (saying how), or tamthil (likening to the 
creation). Rather, we say: All of his attributes are true and 
all of His names are beautiful. 


We affirm for Allah what He has affirmed for Himself, 
What His Prophet has affirmed for Him, and what the 
Companions of the Prophet W2 have affirmed for Him, in 
that which is befitting to His majesty. His attributes do not 
resemble the attributes of the creation, and His names do 
not resemble the names of His creation. He has beautiful 
names, and they have great meanings. 


For this reason He said: 


& tes 09608 AN ota ally » 
And (all) the most beautiful names belong to 
Allah, so call on Him by them. 
[Surah al-A’raf 7:180] 


This is due to His perfection, and because of their complete 
meanings He called them beautiful. 


No one knows how His attributes are except for Him. He 
knows in a manner which is not like our knowledge, and 
He shows mercy in a manner which is not similar to our 
mercy. He ascends in a manner which is not similar to 
our ascension, and He descends in a manner which is not 
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like our descending. He arrives in a manner which is not 
similar to our arrival, and He becomes angry in a manner 
which is not similar to our anger; all of His attributes are 
like this. 


G uceill gyal phy 5 (tb ABS Gall 
There is nothing similar to Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


The ascension is known, the mercy is known, the anger 
is known, the love is known, the desire is known, the 
will is known, but how these attributes are is unknown. 
We do not know how He ascends. We do not know how 
He shows mercy. We do not know this; rather, Allah the 
Exalted is the One who knows this. But we know the love 
is different than the anger, and the anger is different than 
the pleasure, and the pleasure is different from the forgive- 
ness. His attributes have meanings which are known, but 
how they are is unknown. No one knows this except for 
Allah the Exalted. 


The anger is known and it is the opposite of pleasure. 
The love is the opposite of the hate, and the mercy is the 
opposite of revenge. He is described with this and that. 
He shows mercy to some people and He punishes others. 
He takes revenge on some, and He shows mercy to others 
who strive in His cause and fear Him. His anger is upon 
some, and He takes revenge on some for disobeying Him 
and disbelieving in Him. He loves some people while He 
hates others. Likewise He gives to some and withholds 
from others. He is the One who withholds and the One 
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who gives. This is the way of Ahlus Sunnah and their 
methodology of believing in His attributes. They believe 
they are the truth, they are befitting His majesty, and the 
meaning of them is the truth. But no one knows how they 
are except for Him. May Allah grant us all success. 
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SOME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH RELATED 
TO HIS ACTIONS AND HIS ESSENCE, SUCH AS HIS 
ARRIVAL, FACE, EYES, AND HANDS 


The author —may Allah have mercy upon him -—said: 


- Allah’s statement: 


ae Pewires al Ay i pass Lena 
Do they then wait for anything other than that 
Allah should come to them in the shadows of the 
clouds and the angels? (Then) the case would be 


already judged. And to Allah return all matters 
(for decision). 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:210] 


And His statement: 


4 


3 hy cao 3} ASL sass OF) Gy de» 
6 ais cal Gans ck 


Do they [then] wait for anything except that the 

angels should come to them, or your Lord should 

come, or that there come some of the signs of 
your Lord? 


[Surah al-An’am 6:158] 


And His statement: 


leis cMlalls Gly slay 1S 
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Nay! When the earth is ground to powder, and 
your Lord comes with the angels in rows. 


[Surah al-Fajr 89:21, 22] 
And His statement: 
Sj ADL Oily abaall tata (985 ay > 


And (remember) the Day when the heaven shall 
be rent asunder with clouds, and the angels will 
be sent down, with a grand descending. 


[Surah al-Furqan 25:25] 
And His statement: 
& alSYly DUAN 53 ay 4a5 ity ® 


And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and 
honor will abide forever. 


[Surah ar-Rahman 55:27] 
And His statement: 
go sR -, ays 
tens Y] lle cio UB > 


Everything will perish save His Face. 
[Surah al-Qasas 28:88] 


And His statement: 
ipSy GMS Ul Sh Gf ata Le 


What prevents you from prostrating yourself to 
one whom I have created with both my Hands? 


[Surah Sad 38:75] 


And His statement: 
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Lag Ipinly aguoil Cold Giles all 4 Aggatl callay » 
& ots AS Gib oth suds 215 ob Ill 

The Jews say, "Allah's Hand is tied up (i.e. He 

does not give and spend of His bounty)." Be 

their hands tied up and be they accursed for 

what they uttered. Nay, both His Hands are 


widely outstretched. He spends (of His bounty) 
as He wills. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:64] 


And His statement: 


" .3,2 


rs 
Vic ie GE . 
ee. oS s 


yy SAI Slabs 

So wait patiently (OQ Muhammad) for the 

decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under 
Our Eyes. 


[Surah at-Tur 52:48] 


And His statement: 


bal oie Gel eA hky clpll lh Ute ottheas & 
456 aK 
And We carried him on a (ship) made of planks 


and nails, sailing under Our Eyes, a reward for 
him who had been rejected! 


[Surah al-Qamar 54:13, 14] 


And His statement: 


€ ie ce Gilly J Kes he Gaal, p 
And I endued you with love from Me, in order 
that you may be brought up under My Eye. 


[Surah Taha 20:39] 
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And His statement: 


cal) Sits en} gd GS 8 Al ee SY 
f Sacet Arete All) G) LAS GGIAS Aedes Ally alll 
Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her 
(Khawlah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with you 
(O Muhammad) concerning her husband (Aus 
bin as-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah 
hears the argument between you both. Verily, 
Allah is the All-Hearer, All-Seer. 


[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:1] 

And the statement of the Exalted: 
Qolel Sai 5a all fy 118 G8) O38 All ats Sal p 
Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those 


(Jews) who say, "Truly, Allah is poor and we are 
rich!” 


[Sirah Ali ‘Imran 3:181] 


And His statement: 


Or do they think that We hear not their secrets 
and their private conversations? Yes, [We do], 
and Our messengers are with them recording. 


[Surah az-Zukhruf 43:80] 


And His statement: 


& ily aad LS i) > 
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Verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
[Surah Taha 20:46] 


And His statement: 


¢ salt Sh fs 
Does he not know that Allah sees? 
[Surah al-’Alag 96:14] 


And His statement: 


S RG, L a ~ ete 9 te = ae a 
A A Geel (4 lili agi Gun dha Gall } 
4 pal aut 
The One who sees you when you stand up, and 
your movement among those who prostrate; 


verily! He, only He, is the All-Hearer, the 
All-Knower. 


[Surah ash-Shu‘ara' 26:218-220] 
And His statement: 


& Csaba AUgiayy Slee AD giiaad Iplae! Uy 


And say (O Muhammad), "Do deeds! Allah will 
see your deeds, and (so will) His Messenger and 
the believers." 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:105] 
And His statement: 
& SEM) Syd shy > 
And He is severe in assault. 
[Surah ar-Ra’d 13:13] 
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And His statement: 


€ GySlall 58 ally } 
And Allah is the best of the planners. 
[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:54] 


And His statement: 


€ CRs Y pg [Se WiSa5 Se Ip 5Sa5 


So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, 
while they perceived not. 


[Surah an-Naml 27:50] 


And His statement: 


4 NLS Asty IES GS 2¢5) > 


ad 


Indeed, they are planning a plan, and I (too) am 
planning a plan. 


[Surah at-Tarig 89:15, 16] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
GUS AM Gib ests Ge Weed sl oggh' 5} id 148 G) B 


Whether you disclose a good deed or conceal 
it, or pardon an evil, verily, Allah is Ever 
Oft-Pardoning, All-Powerful. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:149] 


And His statement: 


ality 3S) al 585 Uf sed YT ated, Lal, > 
& 2s) jst 
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Let them pardon and forgive. Do you not love 
that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


[Surah an-Nur 24:22] 


And His statement: 


& Cabalyalls al puils Sjall alls > 
But honor, power and glory belong to Allah, His 


Messenger, and the believers. 
[Surah al-Munafiqun 63:8] 


And He said concerning Iblis: 


4 
$- +, G@ - eye 


“ 
° 
ok Ye 


6 Gaasl MEY shied JED 


[Iblis] said, "By Your Might, then I will surely 
mislead them all." 


[Surah Sad 38:82] 
And His statement: 
€ ably Dish ga ay Al GyLA > 


Blessed is the name of your Lord, Owner of 
majesty and honor. 


[Surah ar-Rahman 55:78] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


-- 068 ve 


So worship Him and have patience for His 
worship. Do you know of any similarity to Him? 


[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


And His statement: 
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€ Sal Wi US als > 


And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 


EXPLANATION 


All of these noble verses contain attributes of the Exalted 
Lord, and it is obligatory to affirm them, in a manner which 
is befitting to Him without distorting them (tahrif), negat- 
ing them (ta’til), saying how they are (takyif) or making 
any resemblance or likeness with the creation (tamthil). 


Such as His statements: 


leall Ge SU (6 All Aes GI Y) Gsbbl Ja > 
J e8) aa alll ally 5a) Geass ASD Las 
Do they then wait for anything other than that 
Allah should come to them in the shadows of the 
clouds and the angels? (Then) the case would be 


already judged. And to Allah return all matters 
(for decision). 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:210] 


3) hy Gab 53} ADU) Ses UI Y) GaSb Ue p 
6 ay ot! Gass ob 

Do they [then] wait for anything except that the 

angels should come to them or your Lord should 


come or that there come some of the signs of 
your Lord? 


[Surah al-An’am 6:158] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 
6 Vite Like halls ty clay > 


And your Lord comes with the angels in rows. 
[Surah al-Fajr 89:21, 22] 


The arrival of Allah and His coming on the Day of 
Judgment is true, in a manner which is befitting for Him. 
Thus Allah is not resembled by any of His creation in any 
of His attributes. 


And His statement: 


6 ay GI Gadd ab 3 
Or that there come some of the signs of your 
Lord? 


[Surah al-An’am 6:158] 
This is when the sun rises from the west. 
And His statement: 
& bSyly Dial 59 hy 455 ts } 


And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and 
honor will abide forever. 


[Surah ar-Rahman 55:27] 


a ee eee -, as 
tens Y] alle cos UB > 
| Everything will perish save His Face. 
[Surah al-Qasas 28:88] 


This affirms that the Face for Allah the Exalted is true; He 
has a noble Face. 
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And His statement: 


& (ibe piste 31% dh > 
Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. 
[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:64] 


He is also described with having Hands, just as He is 
described with having a noble Face. 


Likewise He has eyes. The Exalted said: 


4 te le cial; } 


In order that you may be brought up under My 
Eye. 


[Surah Taha 20:39] 
And His statement: 
€ Gel pai > 
Sailing under Our Eyes. 
[Surah al-Qamar 54:13, 14] 


He is described with eyes, sight, and hearing in a manner 
which is befitting to Him. It is obligatory for us to affirm 
all of these attributes for Allah, in a manner which is befit- 
ting to Him. 


Likewise the attribute of plotting; this attribute is limited 
to being a response to an action. He said: 


@ All 5S45 155505 
And the disbelievers planned, but Allah 
planned. 


[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:54] 
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And the attribute of planning; Allah said: 
& NGS Aish, IGS Goss 244) > 
Indeed, they are planning a plan, and I (too) am 


planning a plan. 
[Surah at-Tarig 89:15, 16] 


The attributes of plotting and planning are true, and they 
are in a manner which befits His majesty. He does not 
resemble the creation in plotting or planning. 


As for the attribute of hearing, Allah said: 


col) Stig Wend (gf Malas Call 58 All Qeis a 
& aS y515 Aakag Allly alll 

Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her 

(Khawlah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with you 

~ (O Muhammad) concerning her husband (Aus 


bin as-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah 
hears the argument between you both. 


[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:1] 


& pale ft alll O) } 
Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:181] 


& Jaret ayets All G) & 
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. 
[Surah al-Hajj 22:75] 


And there are numerous other verses which mention the 
hearing, the knowledge, and the seeing [of Allah]. 
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There are many verses which mention the attribute of 
love; all of that is true and affirmed for Allah in a manner 
which befits His majesty. 


Gaia tl fs Uh 
Do you know of any similarity to Him? 
[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


¢ Sal 13 41 2K aly > 
And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 
[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 


6 aba ab ites a 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


All of these attributes are true and affirmed for Allah in 
a manner which befits His majesty, without distortion or 
negation. He has hearing which is not like the hearing of 
the creation, sight not like the sight of the creation, eyes 
not like the eyes of the creation, a hand not like the hands 
of the creation, a foot not like the feet of the creation, and 
likewise the rest of His attributes do not resemble the 
creation. 


Allah the Exalted said: 
& Jyaill ave 985 278 aS Gal & 


There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 
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His attributes are the truth, befitting His greatness without 
resembling the creation. It is obligatory to affirm them in 
a manner befitting to Him without distortion, negation, 
saying how, or making a resemblance. All of the attributes 
fall into the same category according to Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah, who are the Companions of the Prophet we 
and those that follow them in goodness until the Day of 
Judgment. May Allah grant us all success. 
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AFFIRMING THE ONENESS OF ALLAH AND 
NEGATING PARTNERS FOR HIM, AND A MENTION 
OF SOME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF ASCENSION 


His statement: 


4 Cgeled sith, 1Olail all [peas a » 
So do not attribute to Allah equals while you 


know [that there is nothing similar to Him]. 
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:22] 


And His statement: 


os ~ A 


eid TIN alll Cush Ge SG ee Cull) Gas } 
& all) GAs 
And of mankind are some who take (for worship) 


others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They 
love them as they love Allah. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:165] 


And His statement: 


cgi ays 4) YS ally Waly ants al (oll) all Seal lis 
= a ° cae w rd , oe ne Se 2.8 

& VS ohSy all Go fol Al GS aly lll 
And say, "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a 
son and has had no partner in [His] dominion 


and has no [need of a] protector out of weakness; 
and glorify Him with [great] glorification." 


[Surah al-Isra' 17:111] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 
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Mal AY Gag! Qf lay Giigladdll 4 te all Ait ® 
$ Spf ofp US le 585 Weal! Als 
Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on 
the earth glorifies Allah. His is the dominion, 


and to Him belongs all the praises and thanks, 
and He is able to do all things. 


[Surah at-Taghabun 64:1] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


Heh Caallall GS oat ce OBA Ohi gall 51S 
a3 53 aly (aby Ss aly Qa ly calglatall tle 41 (ll 
& Vga apa’ ¢2f US GlKs ullall 04 Gly 


Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion (of 
right and wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His slave 
(Muhammad #%) that he may be a warner to 
the 'Alamin (mankind and jinn). He to Whom 
belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth, and Who has begotten no son (children 
or offspring) and for Whom there is no partner 
in the dominion. He has created everything, 
and has measured it exactly according to its due 
measurements. 


[Surah al-Furqan 25:1] 
And His statement: 
Cae VY) al) yo Aa GIS Lag aly Gyo All ASS 
4 i - 4- on 3: ak oe ee, ee 
all! Glaus (wary le guar; Daly Gla Ly al) US 
& Spb Lee ASS Salgilly 8) alle Cysicas Lae 


No son (or offspring or children) did Allah 
beget, nor is there any god along with Him; (if 
there had been many gods), behold, each god 
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would have taken away what he had created, 

and some would have tried to overcome others! 

Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute 

to Him! All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! 

Exalted be He over all that they associate as 
partners to Him! 


[Surah al-Mu'minun 23:91, 92] 


And His statement: 


& yale Y stil, shes alts 3) OEY all ited Sa} 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. Allah 


knows and you do not know. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


And His statement: 


Ski ey Gis eh Le Gialsill 4) ae Ld US > 
a OS de aly S38 hy Gall as hail, AY, 
& Gs Y Ue alll gle Ig Oly GUaLL 
Say, "My Lord has only forbidden immoralities — 
Whether committed openly or secretly —sins 
(of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining 
partners (in worship) with Allah for which He 


has given no authority, and that you say about 
Allah that which you do not know." 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:33] 
And His statement: 


& o5ts) Ctlell te adj} 


The Most Beneficent istawa (rose over) the 
Throne. 


[Surah Taha 20:5] 
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This is mentioned in seven places. 


In Surah al-A’raf is His statement: 


as gd Gals Cabgleall GI call AlN AS Gy & 
& all We ofl 3 abl 


Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He 
rose over the Throne. 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:54] 


And He said in Strah Yunus $e: 


ow eh Galy Giglaial GIR gall Al 285 YY > 
& Ball We esi 2 obi 


Surely, your Lord is Allah Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six days and then rose 
over the Throne. 


[Surah Yunus 10:3] 
And He said in Strah ar-Ra’d: 
(sgital as gig wae ay Cilglacall a8) gall alll } 


Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any 
pillars that you can see. Then, He rose above the 
Throne. 


[Surah ar-Ra’d 13:2] 


And He said in Sarah Taha: 


4 og) jell Me Joh} 
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The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne. 
[Surah Taha 20:5] 


And He said in Sarah al-Furqan: 


Then He rose over the Throne. 
[Surah al-Furgan 25:59] 


And He said in Sarah as-Sajdah: 


daa (8 Lees Lay Gay Gabglall GIA (sll a > 
& vali We Us 3 oti 


It is Allah Who has created the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is between them in six days. 
Then He rose over the Throne. 


[Surah as-Sajdah 32:4] 


And He said in Sarah al-Hadid: 


a all Ha (8 Gajlly Gipledl GU ill sa > 
€ ial ole as 


He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in 
six days and then rose over the Throne. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 


SSS Se SESS SES SSS SSS SSS SUS SSS i Se SENS 


EXPLANATION 


All of these verses clarify some of the attributes of Allah 
the Exalted, like those previously mentioned, and the 
methodology of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning 
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them: their belief in them and their affirmation of them in 
a manner which is befitting to Allah, without distortion, 
negation, saying how, or making a resemblance. 


Likewise, the attributes of Allah that come in the authen- 
tic Sunnah are also all understood with this methodology. 
It is obligatory to affirm them in a manner which is befit- 
ting to the majesty of Allah without distortion, negation, 
saying how, or making a resemblance. 


From that is the statement of the Exalted: 


& Qygaled ail (Gil all (peas GB 


So do not attribute to Allah equals while you 
know [that there is nothing similar to Him]. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:22] 
And His statement: 
reigns 131i all cid Ge SG be Gull Gey 


And of mankind are some who take (for worship) 
others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They 
love them as they love Allah. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:165] 
Rivals are a likeness and similitude, and He has no rivals. 
é NSNSET all yg Gye Sat Gye Gull Guay 


And of mankind are some who take (for worship) 
others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:165] 
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This is mentioned as being blameworthy; meaning, some 
of the people take rivals [to Allah], and they are pagans. 
And Allah has prohibited this in His statement: 


& Cyyaled ily ail all |,ea5 Sp 
So do not attribute to Allah equals while you 


know [that there is nothing similar to Him]. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:22] 


This means do not take others as objects of worship along 
with Allah, including those in the graves, the prophets, 
the angels, the jinn, or stones. [Calling upon] any of those 
is falsehood. Allah the Exalted said: 


4d de GH & Uy Gl A al) UL a > 
& JhUl 9 
That is because Allah is the truth, and that which 
they call upon other than Him is falsehood. 
[Surah al-Hajj 22:62] 


And He said in Sarah Luqman: 


& Mat aig bye G65 be Sly Gail a alll GL ay 
That is because Allah is the Truth, and that what 
they call upon other than Him is falsehood. 

[Surah Luqman 31:30] 


Thus it is obligatory upon everyone to worship Him alone, 
and to disavow those set up as rivals with Allah. And 
they must know with certainty that He has no rivals, no 
likeness, and nothing similar to Him; it is obligatory upon 
them to believe this. 
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The Exalted said: 


€ Sih Gy * Dod wD 
He begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is 
none equal or comparable unto Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112: 3, 4] 


And the Exalted said: 


& OGY) all Ipiiet WD 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
| [Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


Jamel Qyciall 505 Sgt ALLS Gal 


There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


Likewise the Exalted said: 


ch Ay 1 ES; aly (My S555 al call all Meal hy d 
-- ey re aa ; 

6 GM Gye tly 4d 3k aly aba 
And Say, "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a 


son and has had no partner in [His] dominion 
and has no [need of a] protector out of weakness." 


[Surah al-Isra' 17:111] 


He has no protector because of weakness; He has beloved 
allies who are close to Him, but this is not due to weakness. 
He is self-sufficient, having no need for anyone other than 
Himself. He is the All-Mighty, the Dominator. He has no 
protector because of weakness. Rather He has allies whom 
He loves and they love Him, due to their obeying Him and 
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glorifying His command. 


As the Exalted said: 


Gall as585 ph agile Gs ¥ al cual Y vl > 
Gas Ighh& Ighal 
Unquestionably, [for] the allies of Allah there 


will be no fear concerning them, nor will they 
grieve, those who believed and feared Allah. 


[Surah Yunus 10:62, 63] 


They are the allies of Allah, not due to weakness but rather 
based upon love and their closeness to Him, because they 
obey Him and follow the legislation of His Messenger we 


This includes all the verses which mention the domin- 
ion, the praise, and the power. Thus He is the King of 
everything, the Creator of everything, He has power over 
everything, and He has knowledge of all the situations of 
His creation. All of this is the truth. 


Included in this are the statements of the Exalted: 
€ lay au aly } 


And He has not taken a son. 
[Surah al-Furgan 25:2] 


€ Sal 1K OS aly * My ay Sh bp 
He begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is 
none equal or comparable unto Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:3, 4] 


All of these attributes are affirmed for Allah the Exalted. 
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And He is the Creator of everything. 


ze My SL Om 0 ay a3 Mert . 
4 Sas Bh 98 OK ss p 


He has created everything, and has measured it 
exactly according to its due measurements. 


[Surah al-Furgan 25:2] 


And He is all-aware of the condition of His slaves. 


&5e8 och US le gh Seal) 41, atlas a 
His is the dominion, and to Him belongs all 


the praises and thanks, and He is able to do all 
things. 


[Surah at-Taghabun 64:1] 


He is also described with ascending over the Throne in 
seven places in the Qur'an: in Sarah Taha, Sarah al-A'raf, 
Surah Yunus, Surah ar-Ra’d, Surah Isra', Sarah Luqman, 
Surah Sajdah, and Surah al-Hadid. All of them affirm 
the ascension. And the meaning of ascension is to be 
elevated and above, so the meaning of His being “above 
the Throne” is that He elevated above the Throne. And He 
is the Exalted above all of His creation. The Throne is the 
ceiling for the creation and Allah the Exalted is above the 
Throne. He is elevated above it in a manner that befits His 
majesty; no one knows how it is except Him. 


For this reason, when Imam Malik ibn Anas—the imam of 
Dar al-Hijrah of his time, and one of the four Imams, may 
Allah have mercy upon him —had this said to him: 


& o$iul all cle GaS5ll > 
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The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne. 
[Surah Taha 20:5] 


[And he was asked,] “How did He rise?” he began to 
sweat profusely, due to the question. 


Then he said, “The ascension is known,” meaning, He is 
elevated and above. “And the how is unknown, belief in 
it is obligatory, and asking about it is an innovation; and I 
see you to be an evil man.” Then he ordered for the man to 
be removed from the gathering. 


Sufyan ath-Thawri had speech with a similar meaning, as 
did al-Awza’i, Imam Ahmad, Imam ash-Shafi’i, Ishaq ibn 
Rahwayh, and others from the imams of Islam. The ascen- 
sion is known in terms of its meaning while the how is 
unknown. No one knows how He ascended except for 
Him the Exalted. And belief in this is obligatory upon us 
because Allah stated this about Himself. And to ask how 
He ascended is an innovation and a newly invented matter 
from the Jahmiyyah, Mu’ tazilah, and other than them. 


This is the same for all of His attributes: His mercy is 
known, His pleasure is known, His anger is known, His 
power is known, His Hand is known, His Foot is known, 
while the how is unknown. We do not know how His 
mercy is, how His anger is, how His Hand is, how His 
Foot is, or how His Eyes are. We do not know how His 
attributes are, nor do we delve into these matters. We 
affirm them as they have come in the text. We say He is 
the All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


And we say He has two Hands, as Allah the Exalted said: 
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& Glib pike 1G i > 
Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. 
| [Sitrah al-Ma'idah 5:64] 


ae -- es - he a ip ee Be ” 
rd S - 


What prevents you from prostrating yourself to 
one whom I have created with both My Hands? 


[Surah Sad 38:75] 


And in the authentic narration: 


Mid Ball 5 aes ys be 8 Sty ad ab as dip 9 
US Oifpy 15 5 Jy5 ot J ead oyfs ls 


(The sinners) would be thrown into Hell and [the Fire] would 
continue to say, “Is there anything more?” until Allah, the 
Exalted and Glorious, would place His Foot therein and some 
of its part would draw close to the other and [the Fire] would 
say, “Enough, enough, by Your honor and by Your dignity.” 


And Allah explained that He is angry with the sinners, He 
is pleased with those who obey Him, and He has mercy 
upon His slaves. All of these are from His attributes. 


Oded VI Leatel bet caley I) Shdy tlw abl Here, 
plengd SLA de aU) gt ot ceed aU fe ole fila, cdionl 


Allah, the Exalted, smiles at two men. One of them killed the 
other and both will enter paradise. The first is killed by the 
other while he is fighting in the cause of Allah, and thereafter 


10 Sahih Muslim 2848 
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Allah will turn in mercy to the second and guide him to accept 
Islam; then he dies as a shahid (martyr) fighting in the cause of 
Allah.” | 


Thus His smile, His pleasure, His anger, His hearing, 
His seeing and the rest of His attributes are befitting His 
majesty, and none of them resemble the creation. [This 
follows] the principle: 


Jal) Qyetall 505 ofp ALS Gal & 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm the verses and ahadith 
which mention the attributes of Allah, without resembling 
Him to His creation. And they declare Allah free from any 
similarity to His creation without negating His attributes. 
This is in contrast to the people of innovation, as they 
are of two categories in relation to this matter: a group 
which affirms His attributes while resembling Him to the 
creation, and a group which negates resembling Him to 
the creation while [also] negating His attributes. Ahlus 
Sunnah is free from both of these groups. 


Those who resemble Allah to His creation are disbeliev- 
ers, and those who negate His attributes are disbelievers. 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are those who affirm His 
attributes without making a similitude to His creation. 
They affirm His attributes and names in a manner which 
is befitting to Allah: affirming them without making a 
similitude, without resembling Him to the creation, and 


M1 Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim 
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without negating His attributes. This is in contrast to the 
Jahmiyyah, who negate the attributes, and the Mu’tazilah, 
who resemble His attributes to the creation. 


Thus it is necessary—rather, it is obligatory—upon the 
believer to adopt this methodology and to establish the 
statement of Ahlus Sunnah. And [Ahlus Sunnah] are the 
Companions of the Prophet we and those who follow them 
in goodness. If you are asked, “Who are Ahlus Sunnah?” 
say, “They are the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah ed those who follow them in goodness from those 
who came after the Companions, those who came after 
them, the four Imams, and other than them from Ahlus 
Sunnah." They are Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah and those 
who oppose them are not from them. Those who resemble 
Allah to His creation or negate His attributes are from the 
people of innovation and Ahlus Sunnah is free from them. 
And with Allah lies all success. 
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AFFIRMING ALLAH’S ELEVATION OVER HIS 
CREATION AND HE IS WITH HIS CREATION WITH 
HIS KNOWLEDGE 


SSS SS Sa Sd 
_ e ° 
T th Allah hav Nn nim— Sala: 
aces — 
€ autnor — may a ave mercy UpO ; 


The statement of the Exalted: 


& Gl) chalyy Asse 4) ue G > 
O ‘Isa, indeed I will take you and raise you to 
Myself. 


[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:55] 


And His statement: 
4 LaS yje Ab) GIS; 43] aly ad US p 


Rather, Allah raised him to Himself. And ever is 
Allah Exalted in Might and Wise. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:158] 

And the statement of the Exalted: 

Ab85) AllLall Saally Coball ssi) Satay ail} ® 
To Him ascends good speech, and righteous 
work raises it. 

[Surah Fatir 35:10] 

And the statement of the Exalted: 
Au) lal tajie (bg Gala & Gyetd dls » 
slg (tase al) Gl) Alb Ghll) GG) GLY 

& Gals ab 
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And Pharaoh said, "O Haman, construct for me 

a tower that I may arrive at the ways, the ways 

of the heavens, and I may look upon the God of 
Musa; but verily, I think him to be a liar." 


[Surah Ghafir 40:36, 37] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


co NG Gea Ay Cas Of elatal a Gye dl 
Gaal GSE Di Uf ola Sb be Sl aI 5 
$3 Cas “ ae 


Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the 

heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to 

sink with you, then behold it shakes (as in an 

earthquake)? Or do you feel secure that He, Who 

is over the heaven (Allah), will not send against 

you a violent whirlwind? Then you shall know 
how (terrible) has been My warning. 


[Surah al-Mulk 67:16, 17] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


a all Te Ga Gals abled GE Gall 5 > 
Si Kae hy Wed Ci Lay oll Ge U5 bay 
Samant Cypher’ Ley Allly IS Ue 
He it is Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He 
knows what goes into the earth and what comes 
forth from it, what descends from the heaven 
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you 


(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And 
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 


YY) ued dasa Vy fehl AY] EOE ash be LS be } 
Cul nea 5h Y! si Y; ala ¢ (ya eal Ys agents mS 
eck OSs alt Gy aeatiall a fyhae bay 24th oh Ighls ta 
There is no najwa (secret counsel) of three, but 
He is their fourth (with His knowledge, while 
He Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh 
heaven), nor of five but He is their sixth (with 
His knowledge), not of less than that or more, 
but He is with them (with His knowledge) 
wherever they may be; and afterwards on the 
Day of Resurrection, He will inform them of 
what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower 
of everything. 


[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:7] 


And His statement: 


& Ve alll G) OS5 YD 
Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:40] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


{ ojl5 aaisl LeSae ii) ® 
I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
[Surah Taha 20:46] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


& Cygsd’s ah Spills 15) Gall aa alll 3) B 
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Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and 
those who are doers of good. 


[Surah an-Nahl 16:128] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


And be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient. 


[Surah al-Anfal 8:46] 
And His statement: 
ae Alls alll Gals S88 44 Cole Als 44 fe 2S B 


q Gybell 


How many a small company has overcome a 
large company by permission of Allah. And 
Allah is with the patient. 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:249] 


EXPLANATION 


The first verses mentioned by the author, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, are connected to the ascension of Allah, 
and the last verses are connected to Allah being with His 
creation. Allah has affirmed for Himself elevation above 
His Throne. And He is above the heavens and they suppli- 
cate up to Him. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah have agreed 
upon that. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah have agreed that 
Allah is above His creation, and He is above His Throne. 
He rose above His Throne in a manner which befits His 
majesty and His greatness. 
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As Allah the Exalted said: 


The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne. 


[Surah Taha 20:5] 


And the Exalted said: 


dow (eh GaSVIy Clglatdl GA (call alll 2&5 By d 
€ ial le stl A ot 


Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six days, and then He 
rose over the Throne. 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:54] 


All of these seven verses affirm that He has risen above 
the Throne, and these verses prove His elevation. For this 
reason, Allah the Exalted said: 


& il) Healy Assis 3) ine G 
O ‘Isa, indeed I will take you and raise you to 
Myself. 


[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:55] 
And He said: 
& SS fuse A WSs aif) All aady OB 


Rather, Allah raised him to Himself. And ever is 
Allah Exalted in Might and Wise. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:158] 


Meaning that He raised ‘Isa se to Himself. 
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And the Exalted said: 


¢ Asis Gllball Gaally Coil ais Steg ail) } 


To Him ascends good speech, and righteous 
work raises it. 


[Surah Fatir 35:10] 


“Ascends” and “raises” [as used in this ayah] are proof of 
His elevation. Thus the good deeds rise to Him and the 
good words ascend to Him. 


And the angels ascend to Him. Allah the Exalted said: 


Saad lsie SS ois A al Cab MOLE G5 > 
6 Ai Call 
The angels and the Spirit will ascend to Him 


during a Day the extent of which is fifty 
thousand years. 


[Surah al-Ma’artj 70:4] 


Our Prophet we ascended to Him and he passed the 
boundaries of the seven heavens, and he heard the speech 
of the Lord, the Exalted. All of this is the truth according 
to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, and it is obligatory to affirm 
this. 
cod Va GaN AS: Cady Of cledll 8 Gye Bill & 
Gaal (SE Duis Of elatal gb de fl gl jy 


Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the 
heaven (Allah), will not cause the earth to 
sink with you, then behold it shakes (as in an 
earthquake)? Or do you feel secure that He, Who 
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is over the heaven (Allah), will not send against 
you a violent whirlwind? Then you shall know 
how (terrible) has been My Warning. 


[Surah al-Mulk 67:16, 17] 


It has been said that “in the heavens” means elevated, and 
“the heavens” means ascension. And it is said that the 
meaning of “the heaven” is “the heavens” (plural). And 
the word “in” means above, meaning He is above the 
heavens. So if the meaning of “heavens” is elevation, then 
the meaning is clear: it means He is elevated. And if the 
meaning is “the heavens in the sky,” then it means He is 
above the heavens, because “in” carries the meaning of 
“over.” 


As Allah said about Pharaoh: 


é Bi ok MLS,» 
I will surely crucify you in the trunks of 
date-palms. 
[Surah Taha 20:71] 
This means "on" the trunks of date-palms. And Allah the 
Exalted said: 


@ Layy| (A laud 
So travel freely, [O disbelievers], throughout the 
land. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:2] 


This means "upon" the earth. Thus He is above the heavens 
and above everything. This is the absolute statement of 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah: that He is Exalted, and He is 
above the Throne. And this is in opposition to the innova- 


87 


Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz 


tors from the Khawarij, Mu’tazilah, Jahmiyyah, and 
other than them. And Allah the Exalted has affirmed for 
Himself that He is Exalted, and He is above His Throne. 
The innovators say He is everywhere, and this statement 
is ignorant, false, disbelief, and misguidance. We ask Allah 
for safety and security. 


That which Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, which include 
the Companions of the Prophet we and those who follow 
them in goodness, are upon is that Allah is described with 
being above the Throne, and He rose above the Throne, 
meaning that He rose above it in a manner befitting His 
majesty. None of His creation has any resemblance to His 
attributes. 


When Imam Malik—the imam of Dar al-Hijrah of his time 
and one of the four Imams, may Allah have mercy upon 
him—was asked about this, he said, “The ascension is 
known, the how is unknown, belief in it is obligatory, and 
questioning concerning it is an innovation.” 


This has been narrated by his Shaykh Rabi’ah ibn Abi 
‘Abdur Rahman and from Umm Salamah. And _ this 
has also been said by other than them such as al-Aw- 
zai, ath-Thawri, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal, and others from the imams of the Salaf. 


The ascension is known because it means elevation and 
rising, while the how is unknown, it is not known how the 
attributes of Allah the Exalted are. Thus He rose above the 
Throne, and it is not said how. And He descends to the 
lowest heavens and it is not said how. He becomes angry 
and pleased and He smiles, and it is not said how. He will 
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arrive on the Day of Judgment and it is not said how. This 
is the belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. No one knows 
the attributes of Allah the Exalted except for Him. He has 
true, affirmed attributes which must be affirmed for Allah 
in a way which befits His majesty. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


@ jaca) pel) 5985 od AIS Gl } 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


And the Exalted said: 


& O&A) all |ateni SGD 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


We do not say He is like this or that. Allah the Exalted 
said: 


€ Uinta Al ali a 
Do you know of any similarity to Him? 


[Surah Maryam 19:65] 


This means He has no similitude, no resemblance, and no | 
example for Him. This is the statement of the people of the 
truth concerning His elevation. He is above the Throne, 
and He rose above it in a manner which befits His majesty 
and greatness. He ascends in a way that does not resemble 
how the creation ascends, [he does not descend] how they 
descend, [he does not smile] how they smile, [he does not 
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become angry] how they become angry, and other than 
that from the attributes. 


The remaining verses are concerning His being with the 
creation, in the general and specific sense. The Exalted 
said: 


“é 


ai alll ais ist aa Cag lacuall me gall ms 
GAS aj alll ced aly Le abes Cijall le git 
ih Seca 5h ed Ch Lag eLalll Go Uj Lay teh 
6 jet (yplerd Ley Allly SIS Le 
He it is Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He 
knows what goes into the earth and what comes 
forth from it, what descends from the heaven 
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you 


(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And 
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 


He knows everything in the heavens and upon the earth, 
what has passed and what will occur; He knows every- 
thing. And He is with His slaves wherever they may be 
(meaning with His knowledge) while He is above the 
Throne. He is with them with His encompassing knowl- 
edge from which nothing is hidden. 


As Allah the Exalted said: 


a 


Lh 6 alll Sly asd ect US fe all) UI Myakka } 
€ Uae eit US 


_ That you may know that Allah has power over all 
things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) 
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all things in (His) knowledge. 
[Surah at-Talag 65:12] 


And He said: 


€ pe cit JS alll G > 
Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 
[Surah al-Anfal 8:75] 


And the Exalted said: 


YT) dad Ys pedal AY) BE ah Oe US ed 
Cl Sea gh Y) SIS) Wy GUS Gye SAN Ye Setualin 58 
There is no secret counsel of three, but He is their 
fourth (with His knowledge, while He Himself 
is over the Throne, over the seventh heaven), nor 
of five but He is their sixth (with His knowledge), 
not of less than that or more, but He is with them 
(with His knowledge) wherever they may be; 
and afterwards on the Day of Resurrection, He 


will inform them of what they did. Verily, Allah 
is the All-Knower of everything. 


[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:7] 


He opened this verse mentioning knowledge, and He 
sealed it mentioning knowledge, so the reader and the 
listener would know that what is intended is His know]l- 
edge, while He is above the Throne. And even the subtlest 
affair is not hidden from Him. 


Likewise in the specific sense: 
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& Vina al 6) QGY 
Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:40] 


This is the statement of the Prophet ue to Abu Bakr as-Sid- 
diq while they were in the cave. And Allah the Exalted 
said to Musa and Hartin ste 


€ aily Qaiul LeSae ii) P 
I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
[Surah Taha 20:46] 


And His statement: 
a Ally alll Gab SAS ad Cle ALU 4 Ge aS } 
How many a small company has overcome a 


large company by permission of Allah. And 
Allah is with the patient. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:249] 


All of these verses refer to the specific way Allah is with 
His allies, those who are obedient, and His prophets. He is 
with them by His knowledge encompassing them, and by 
aiding and assisting them. 


His being with the creation in the general sense entails His 
knowledge, His being aware of all things, nothing being 
hidden from Him, and His controlling all the affairs of the 
universe. 


His being with the creation in the specific sense, in 
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addition to [the general sense], means He aids and protects 
them. As He mentioned the statement of His Prophetto his 
companion Abt Bakr while they were in the cave: 


6 Vae al 3) GRY > 
Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:40] 


And Allah said to Masa and Haran while they were in 
front of Pharaoh: 


I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
[Surah Taha 20:46] 


And He protected both of them from the evil of Pharaoh. 


And this is the situation with all of the slaves; He is with 
them by way of His knowledge. Nothing is hidden from 
His knowledge. He knows the secrets of their private 
gatherings while He is above the Throne. And His knowl- 
edge encompasses everything. He knows and He sees 
the black ant in the darkness of the night crawling on a 
boulder. He knows how the water of the rivers and seas 
run, and what they contain. He knows what is in every 
part of the earth. And He knows what the hearts contain; 
none of this is hidden from Him. 


oe Fa ge - . joe . rs 4 ve Rie A ae 
Cipher Wy GN Ge tte sth Leg GLE 4 OS lag } 
& 4d Gye J lags aSile US Y) Jae bys 


Whatever you (O Muhammad) may be doing, 
and whatever portion you may be reciting from 
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the Qur’an, and whatever deed you (mankind) 
may be doing (good or evil), We are Witness 
thereof, when you are doing it. 


[Surah Yunus 10:61] 


And He said: 


4 ugh cit K Le a yp 
Verily! Allah is Witness over all things. 
[Surah al-Hajj 22:17] 


Lisi 36 alll Gly jad oct US le alll Gf [pea & 
That you may know that Allah has power over all 


things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) 
all things in (His) knowledge. 


[Surah at-Talaq 65:12] © 
And He said: 
€ ple o{58 US alll G > 


Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 
[Surah al-Anfal 8:75] 


€ aches SI) gia Sy Sl yo Dat a5 


And no female conceives or gives birth, but with 
His knowledge. 


[Surah Fatir 35:11] 


Thus His general knowledge encompasses all the creation, 
and His specific knowledge is Him being with His allies. 
Thus He knows the specific details of the situation of all 
His slaves, as well as their general situation. He knows 
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what will occur during the last days, and on the Day of 
Judgment. And He knows what occurred during previ- 
ous times. None of this is hidden from Him; rather, He 
knows all of this and His knowledge encompasses this. It 
is obligatory to affirm this for Him, and to negate for Him 
any resemblance of His attributes to His creation. This is 
the statement of the people of truth, Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama‘ah. May Allah grant us all success. 
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF SPEECH AND STATEMENT FOR 
ALLAH THE EXALTED | 


BBS a a] 
— : e e 
The author may Alla ave mercy upon nim. said: 
ETS =—— 
P : 


The statements of the Exalted: 


4 Gras alll Gyo Galal fy05 
And who is truer in statement than Allah? 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:87] 


& SG alll Go Galal Sag ® 
And whose words can be truer than those of 
Allah? 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:122] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 


& 34 Gi) cine G Alll UG p 


(Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection), "O ‘Isa, son of Maryam!” 


[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:110] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
gay Gla! Ue Y Vieg be Hy AalS QS 
& pal aa 
And the word of your Lord has been fulfilled in 


truth and in justice. None can change His words. 
And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:115] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 


G lS nga alll als » 
And Allah spoke to Masa directly. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:164] 
And the Exalted said: 


€ AS Als Ul ag old Lely 


And when Musa came at the time and place 
appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him. 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:143] 
And the Exalted said: 
zZ ere of 2 d Z ° Byron ge 
& apd OLAS CN yohll Gila Gye dlSliy & 
And We called him from the right side of the 


mount, and made him draw near to Us for a talk 
with him. 


[Surah Maryam 19:52] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
& Gaalllall aiall ll Gh ugs Bly 315 Uy » 


And [mention] when your Lord called Masa, 
[saying], "Go to the wrongdoing people.” 


[Surah ash-Shu’ara' 26:10] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 


4 sal Sb Ge LSA atl Laks Lab lalis > 


And their Lord called to them, "Did I not forbid 
you from that tree?" 


[Surah al-A'raf 7:22] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 


& Galivyall Sis AGE are agity ass 
And [mention] the Day He will call them and 


say, "What did you answer the messengers?" 
[Surah al-Qasas 28:65] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


Rau as jal SE nS pall Ca 43) ols " 
é Ae a5 Ai a alll aS 

And if any one of the polytheists seeks your 

protection, then grant him protection so that he 


may hear the Word of Allah, and then escort him 
to where he can be secure. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:6] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


bye Misia; i alll SIS Gyphals Hehe GG h GIS My } 
& Cysaleg ary ogltc le ani 
A party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the 


Word of Allah [the Taurah], then they used to 
change it knowingly after they understood it. 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:75] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
J 6 Gad BO) Os all Bis Loh Css } 
& OB bo all 


They want to change the Words of Allah. Say, 
"You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said 
beforehand.” 


[Surah al-Fath 48:15] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 
& Glad! Jae Y aly ES (ye Atl) Gea) Le ils 


And recite what has been revealed to you (O 
Muhammad) of the Book (the Qur’an) of your 
Lord. None can change His Words. 


[Surah al-Kahf 18:27] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
ab csall ASI Aah) i le Gants GBall Ie G) > 
& Geils 4 


Verily, this Qur’an narrates to the Children of 
Israel most of that about which they differ. 


[Surah an-Naml 27:76] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
& Ajlve olljil Cis lay ® 


And this (the Qur’an) is a blessed Book which 
We have sent down. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:92] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
esis sl ABI! SR le Opal Ike USI 3! 
& all) 458 bye 


Had We sent down this Qur’an on a mountain, 
you would surely have seen it humbling itself 
and rending asunder by the fear of Allah. 


[Surah al-Hashr 59:21] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 
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-, Fe) 


il} gh OS Ue Alb Ally Gh Se GT Uy 19 > 
be alll Ea) As oh Gyalts Y AAS Ui ft Gl 


Cyalivtlt eer oy | ial Eyal Casi) | aly chy 
dapat cosh Stadia vay Gadde ail ais al, 


& bate Eee Util Ning Zasel 


And when We change a verse [of the Qur’an] in 
place of another, and Allah knows the best of 
what He sends down, they (the disbelievers) say, 
"You (0 Muhammad) are but a liar!" Nay, but 
most of them know not. Say [0 Muhammad], 
"The Pure Spirit (Jibril) has brought it down 
from your Lord in truth to make firm those who 
believe, and as guidance and good tidings to 
the Muslims." And We certainly know that they 
say, "It is only a human being who teaches the 
Prophet." The tongue of the man they refer to is 
foreign, while this (the Qur'an) is a clear Arabic 
tongue. 


[Surah an-Nahl 16:101-103] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
SU teay ol) Seal Mad Osa 


[Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, looking 
at their Lord. 


[Surah al-Qiyamah 75:22, 23] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
6 sh biy SY) Je ® 


On adorned couches, observing. 
[Surah al-Mutaffifin 83:23] 
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And the statement of the Exalted: 


6 $335 Adil Jpieadl Gall 


For those who have done good is the best 
(reward, i.e. Paradise) and extra. 


[Surah Yunus 10:26] 


And the statement of the Exalted: 


é Sy a es Gets G Hal p 
They will have whatever they wish therein, and 


with Us is more. 
[Surah Qaf 50:35] 


This topic is found in the Book of Allah often. The Qur’an 
clarifies the path of truth for whoever reflects over it 
seeking guidance. 


Sa Sn oe 


EXPLANATION 


All of these noble verses clarify the attributes of Allah the 


Exalted. [The author] began with verses which clarify that 
Allah speaks: 


& ibe Gi sue Al UG Y > 


(Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection), "O ‘Isa, son of Maryam!” 


[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:110] 
6 VG alll Ge Gated 05 ® 
And whose words can be truer than those of 


Allah? 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:122] 
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& Cass al ie Gated 5p 
And who is truer in statement than Allah? 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:87] 


A FES Gals G1 UE ab DIS US EF std 
JB Gall 
They want to change the Words of Allah. Say, 


"You shall not follow us; thus Allah has said 
beforehand.” 


[Surah al-Fath 48:15] 


VIS (cin ge alll alS5 } 
And Allah spoke to Misa directly. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:164] 


And there are other verses. The verses about this matter 
are numerous; they affirm His speech, His calling, and His 
talking. | 


& Galujall Aish te D8 squat ass > 


And [mention] the Day He will call them and 
say, "What did you answer the messengers?" 


[Surah al-Qasas 28:65] 
Bo + gy-oge of 8 é > ° Rqcl0-ee 
Uap LSS I shall Gail Ge alilly 
And We called him from the right side of the 


mount, and made him draw near to Us for a talk 
with him. 


[Surah Maryam 19:52] 


Allah has spoken and He speaks whenever He wills; 
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and He has summoned some from His creation, and He 
summons whenever He wills. He speaks to whomever He 
wills from His creation, just as He spoke to Musa $25, and 
He will speak to the inhabitants of Paradise. He spoke to 
Muhammad wy during the Night of the Ascension. All of 
this occurred. And Allah is aware of all things and nothing 
is hidden from Him. 


Verily He sent down the Qur’an and He sent down the 
revelation upon His prophets ptf, while He is elevated 
above His creation. And He sent down His Book from 
above. 


The Exalted said: 


& Gall hy bye (udell 295 Al Ud 


Say (O Muhammad) Rih-ul-Qudus [Jibril] has 
brought it (the Qur’an) down from your Lord 
with truth. 


[Surah an-Nahl 16:102] 


Therefore Allah is exalted above His creation and He sent 
down His Books: the Taurah, the Injil, the Qur’an, and 
the Zabutr; all of them were sent down from Allah. All 
of this must be affirmed for Allah. He is more truthful 
in speech than His creation. It is obligatory to affirm that 
which He clarified to His servants by the revelation of His 
Book (the Qur’an), and it is guidance for mankind. It was 
sent down in the Arabic language, and it narrates to the 
Children of Israel most of what they used to differ about. 
All of this is the truth and it is obligatory to believe in it. 
And it is obligatory to believe in everything Allah and His 
Messenger have informed us about, including His speech, 
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His summoning, His statements, and His sending down 
books to the prophets sth 


Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah affirm these attributes in a 
manner which is befitting to His majesty. He spoke, He 
speaks, He has summoned, He summons, He talked and 
He talks, whenever He wills and how He wills. 


As for the statement from the people of rhetoric that it 
is ancient speech, this is false. Rather, He spoke in the 
past and He speaks whenever He wills. He spoke to His 
prophet Muhammad we during the night he ascended, and 
this was during [the Prophet’s] era. And He spoke with 
His prophet Musa Son during his time. He will speak with 
the people of the Day of Judgment during that time, and 
He spoke with Adam Sen during his time. He will speak 
with the inhabitants of Paradise during that time. Thus He 
does not cease to speak if He wills. Just as He spoke with 
ancient speech, He speaks with new speech, and there is 
no one to refute His speech. He speaks whenever He wills, 
He commands if He wills, He prohibits if He wills, and 
there is no one to prevent Him from that. 


His statement: 
€ SEG le) ol) Beall Mags 25 } 


[Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, looking 
at their Lord. 


[Surah al-Qiyamah 75:22, 23] 


This means their faces will be radiant due to looking at 
their Lord. 


104 


The Explanation of al-' Agidah al-Wasitiyyah 


And His statement: 


€ Gsbbh sty ep 
On adorned couches, observing. 
[Surah al-Mutaffifin 83:23] 


And His statement: 


G BaGyy ALAN (pd) Gall} 
For those who have done good is the best 
(reward, i.e. Paradise) and extra. 


[Surah Yunus 10:26] 


The “extra” is looking at the Face of Allah the Exalted. All 
of this is the truth. The Exalted looks at His slaves and they 
will look at Him on the Day of Judgment and in Paradise. 


All of this is the truth, and this is mentioned a great deal in 
the Book of Allah. 


Likewise this is mentioned a lot in the authentic Sunnah. 
Whoever ponders the Book and the Sunnah will find 
that it is clear in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger ee They both clearly affirm all of these attri- 
butes for Allah, including knowledge, power, speech, 
elevation above His creation, pleasure, anger, smiling, 
and other than that from His attributes. It is obligatory to 
affirm these attributes for Allah in a manner that befits His 
majesty. We accept them as they come without distortion, 
negation, saying how, or making an example. All of this 
is the same according to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah; their 
meanings are true, and the attributes are true. But how the 
attributes are is not known except by Allah the Exalted. 
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Along with this, there is the knowledge and belief that 
none of His attributes resemble the creation. 


 Saveill Ayatall ga efi AES Gul } 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


Just as the essence of Allah the Exalted does not resemble 
the essence of the creation, His attributes do not resemble 
their attributes. All of His names and attributes are true. It 
is obligatory to affirm them in a manner which befits His 
majesty. And this is the statement of Imam Malik, Sufyan 
ath-Thawri, Ibn ‘Uyainah, Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, 
Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Imam ash-Shafi’i, and other than 
them from the imams of Islam. It is obligatory to affirm the 
verses and ahadith mentioning the attributes as they come, 
in a manner which befits His majesty, without distortion, 
negation, saying how, or making an example. Rather His 
attributes are the truth without any resemblance to His 
creation. May Allah grant us all success. 
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AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH FROM THE 
AUTHENTIC SUNNAH, SUCH AS THE DESCENDING, 
HAPPINESS, AND SMILING 


rik dete oer sel eeepc ea ve ae rte gr he See ae ance 


Seaee ee eS eS 


sugars 


The author — may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


Then these attributes are affirmed in the Sunnah of the 
Messenger of Allah. This is because the Sunnah explains 
the Qur’an and clarifies it; it is a proof for it, and it inter- 
prets it. It is obligatory to accept the attributes which the 
Messenger we described his Lord with, those which are 
found in the ahadith that the people of knowledge have 
accepted as authentic. 


From these narrations is the statement of the Messenger 


Wiz 


” 

On 
“pe Je 
— 


jo eb £3 i pat abl IS Jy Sis bs J 
spared Of ° 44 5 Adal Pieri rere sgh Os airs 3 VI 


Our Lord, the Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night to 
the lowest heaven when one-third of the latter part of the night 
is left, and says, “Who supplicates to Me so that I may answer 
him? Who asks Me so that I may give to him? Who asks Me 
forgiveness so that I may forgive him?”” 


And his statement Us. 
sadloty SOS) Be CH) bt oats wy Ep aa a 
2 Sahih Muslim 758 
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Allah is happier with the repentance of His believing, repentant 
slave than one of you is when he recovers his lost property." 


And his statement Ue. 


ESN dg ERIS 5 bdo Te, ts Sy al dt 


Allah smiles at two men. One of them kills the other and they 
both enter paradise.“ 


And his statement Ug. 


SEB 6 clad crebil pK sh, oct By cole Ly5 Ye Ey ee 
ay So - 3 ol whe, (ilew2s 
Our Lord is amazed at the despair of His slaves, while things 


will soon change. He looks at you remaining in despair, and 
He continues to smile and He knows your happiness is near. 


And his statement Ue. 

ay a 47 a ws §® rie a Beg a: a a. View < 
iN) Re SE ut Ue I ety Le a GE IBY 
The sinners will continue to be thrown into the Hellfire and it 
will say, “Are there any more?” until the Lord of Might places 


His Leg in it. 


And in another narration: 


ee A ee - toy ea ne ae Pe 
Aes Ls 9885 2 J ees og Ft ed Lede 


13 Sahih Muslim 2746 
14 Sahih Muslim 1890 
*®  Sunan Ibn Majah 181 
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He will place His Foot over it and some parts of the fire will 
contract and it will say, “Enough, Enough.”’° 


: wikiz 
And his statement we. 


« 


7 ° 
\ ; { 


U@ é . ore 2 Bsns % 2 Ss £ ae wo 3 £ 
Neat alll O) ehcey 6523 Hi dans OES Jes 257 YAU Sis 
a 2 Zo, 4 out 0 . 4, 
JU) bes Dae fs Be 


Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection), “O Adam!” Adam 
will reply, “At Your service!” Then a voice will be heard 
(saying), “Allah commands you to bring forth the dwellers of 
the Hellfire from your offspring.” 


sunning nC acc ean neue 
eee 


EXPLANATION 


These six ahadith are similar to the verses before them, 
proving what the Qur’an proves, affirming the attributes 
and names of Allah. He is called upon with beautiful 
names and He is described with lofty attributes, as it 
appears in the Qur’an and likewise in the Sunnah. Surely 
the authentic Sunnah of the Messenger wy explains the 
Qur'an, clarifies it, and is a proof for it, just as the Qur’an 
is a proof for the Sunnah. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


& alshagy alll Ipial B 
Those who believe in Allah and His Messenger. 
[Surah an-Nur 24:62] 


16 Sahih Muslim 2848 
17 Sahih al-Bukhari 7483 
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And the Exalted said: 


& shill Igealaly ll) |gealal 
Obey Allah and obey the Messenger. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:59] 


And the Exalted said: 


BLE Ley 5 Lag Sitio ise Ue cash lal | eth 
é is>93 (53 y Q 3) sell ve 

By the star when it goes down (or ‘aeathatiia 

Your companion [Muhammad] has not strayed, 


nor has he erred, nor does he speak of (his own) 
desire; it is only a revelation revealed. 


[Surah an-Najm 53:1-4] 


Therefore, just as the verses appear containing the names 
and attributes [of Allah], the Sunnah also comes containing 
them. Thus whatever is affirmed in the authentic Sunnah 
carries the same ruling as what appears in the Qur’an. It is 
obligatory to affirm it for Allah, and to believe it is an attri- 
bute and a name of Allah, in a manner which befits His 
majesty. And this is without distortion, negation, saying 
how, or making an example. All of this is the same and 
the ruling is the same. Whatever appears in the authen- 
tic Sunnah carries the ruling of that which appears in the 
Qur’an. It is the same according to Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah. 


An example of this is the statement of the Prophet ee 


JD EB So ge BU ees J ah oo Shas ys by 
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Silens fag Atl GB bles 325 3S tel 5 bis By an Praceen| 
Jill smite Ss Opt 


Our Lord, the Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night 
to the lowest heaven when one-third of the latter part of the 
night is left, and says, “Who supplicates to Me so that I may 
answer him? Who asks Me so that I may give to him? Who asks 
Me forgiveness so that I may forgive him?” And this continues 
until Fajr." 


Ahlus Sunnah affirm this descending as an attribute for 
Allah. He descends in a manner which is befitting to Him 
without resembling the manner in which the creation 
descends. People descend from high ground to low 
ground; for example, descending from a mountain. But 
the two descents are not the same. Allah descending is not 
similar to the descending of His slaves. 


Likewise with speech; Allah speaks, but His speech is 
not like the speech of the creation. His calling is not like 
the calling of the creation; rather, His attributes are in a 
manner befitting to Him. And He responds to those who 
supplicate to Him. 


i abl saben 345 eb Shes 35 I el bh 3 er 


Who supplicates to Me so that I may answer him? Who asks 
Me so that I may give to him? Who asks Me forgiveness so that 
I may forgive him?” 


He is Kind and Generous, and He is the All-Forgiver, the 
Merciful. It is obligatory to affirm these attributes for Allah 
in a manner befitting to Him. Likewise [comes] the state- 


18 Sahih Muslim 758 
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ment of the Prophet ue. 


Bah) 55 GAS ge LASS T bh hey aby ts 


Allah smiles at two men. One of them kills the other and they 
both enter paradise.” 


He smiles in a manner which befits His majesty, and He 

does not resemble the creation in their attributes or in the 

manner in which they smile. And the Prophet's statement 
ite 


SESS : 
Pa Pad 4 3° m4 
Oe WH 79 osls 98 cy Lay er re S 


Our Lord is amazed at the despair of His slaves, while things 
will soon change.” 


This means He will change the affair. A person may 
despair and lose hope due to severe drought while the 
relief from Allah is near. 


Ge , es € a 
ap Send Ol dle ¢ Cee (bd ¢ bed 2151 Alyse 
He looks at you, remaining in despair and He continues to 


smile and He knows your happiness is near.” 


Likewise his statement Us in another hadith: 


° 
tg rs 


jal al Sy opce 65S iiens OES Jyks pst ga Sof 


_ su A bs GS D5 oy ous 


Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection), “O Adam!” Adam 
will reply, “At Your service!” Then a voice will be heard 


1 Sahih Muslim 1890 
* Sunan Ibn Majah 181 
1 Ibid 
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(saying), “Allah commands you to bring forth the dwellers of 
the Hellfire from your offspring.”~ 


This affirms a voice for Allah. He has a voice which is heard; 
the angels hear it, Musa heard it eh, and Muhammad Us 
heard it on the night he ascended to the heavens. 


Regarding His statement, “Allah commands you to bring 
forth the dwellers of the Hellfire from your offspring,” there 
comes another hadith stating: 


Cpppod ASG BLgR LS ual AS ty 
Take from every one thousand, nine hundred and 


ninety-nine.” 


These are the dwellers of the Fire; only one from every one 
thousand will be saved. Nine hundred and ninety-nine 
will be in the Fire. This is proof of the severe danger of this 
matter. For this reason, Allah the Exalted said: 


& Cyshabey Caley $y Lullll FS) tay 


And most of mankind will not believe even if 
you desire it eagerly. 


[Surah Yusuf 12:103] 
And the Exalted said: 
rd be eye r of 3 ees ae Zooy 
@ All Jats Ge plies apy) (8 Ge 5S) abi Obs p 


And if you obey most of those on earth, they will 
mislead you far away from Allah's Path. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:116] 


22 Sahih al-Bukhari 7483 
23 Sahih al-Bukhari 4741 
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And the Exalted said: 


& 454 Gath! agile Gaia idly } 
And Iblis had already confirmed through them 
- his assumption. 


[Surah Saba' 34:20] — 


When the Companions heard of this affair, that nine 
hundred and ninety-nine would be in the Fire, it was a 
tremendous affair to them. The Prophet Ue said: 


daly pSaeg Ese lig EU Be Gently Meidg BLASS Ol gilt Y 
| | 7g AG an nt dese da] or 
Don’t be afraid, verily nine hundred and ninety-nine will be 
from Ya'jaj and Ma'jaj and the one person will come from you, 


from the ummah of Muhammad, with the exception of Ya'juj 
and Ma'jiij.” 


This is proof that many of the inhabitants of the Fire will be 
from Ya'jaj and Ma'jaj. They are from the vilest of people 
and they will appear during the last days. 


Also the statement of the Prophet we. 

Sieh Ss gs Bye be Jo obs Ga ch Hee Sip 9 
4s, ga 

The sinners will continue to be thrown into the Hellfire and it 

will say, “Are there any more?” until the Lord of Might places 

His Leg in it. 


And in another narration: 


24 Sahih al-Bukhari 4741 
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4 < ae 4 Oe ~ we + BA Os Ava Pade 
es Ls J 9885 2% J! ees oy 105 de 


He will place His Foot over it and some parts of the fire will 
contract and it will say, “Enough, Enough.”” 


This affirms the Foot and Leg for Allah in a manner befit- 
ting His majesty. Thus He hears and He sees, He has a 
Hand and He has a Foot. All of these are attributes which 
befit His majesty and do not resemble His creation. He 
does not resemble the creation in His hearing, His seeing, 
His Hand, His Foot, His smiling, or any of His attributes. 
Allah’s names and attributes are befitting to Him, and the 
attributes of the creation are befitting to them. 


The Exalted said: 
& jaceill paetall 985 $05 ABS Gull & 


There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


SK ES oly > 
And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 


& OGY) all (iyi 34 > 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


This is the statement of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah 
concerning all His attributes in contrast to the Jahmiyyah, 


25 Sahih Muslim 2848 
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the Mu’ tazilah, the Ash'ariyyah, and those who deviate 
concerning the attributes of Allah. The Jahmiyyah negate 
all the names and attributes of Allah, while the Mu’tazilah 
negate the attributes and affirm the names without any 
meaning. And the Ash'ariyyah are another group who 
negate some and affirm some. 


The correct position is to affirm everything that comes in 
the Book and the Sunnah from Allah’s names and attri- 
butes. Everything which has been authenticated from the 
Messenger WY is like what comes in the Qur'an. It is oblig- 
atory to affirm it for Allah in a manner which is befitting 
to His majesty without distortion, negation, saying how, 
or making an example. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


& jell aretall 95 och AS Gal } 
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:11] 


€ Sal a8 40 OS os > 


And there is none equal or comparable unto 
Him. 


[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:4] 


& OG) all lyyiet Wa» 
So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
[Surah an-Nahl 16:74] 


Likewise the hadith: 


116 


The Explanation of al-' Aqidah al-Wasitiyyah 


Pa “4 
o> we 


2 3 % rf Sat OF wee Z 3 aT 
Ala ly ASA) Fe CHL! ges) ote ge, EG 1G] al 


“7 a Co ® 


Allah is happier with the repentance of His believing, repentant 
slave than one of you is when he recovers his lost property.” 


Thus happiness is an attribute of Allah which is befitting 
to His majesty. His happiness is not like the happiness of 
the creation, His pleasure is not like the pleasure of the 
creation, and His anger is not like the anger of the creation. 


The person who, after losing his camel while in a foreign 
land, rests beneath a tree awaiting death and then finds 
his camel at his head, says due to extreme happiness, “O 
Allah, You are my slave and I am Your lord.” He made 
this mistake due to his extreme happiness. 


Allah is happier with the repentance of His slave than this 
person is with finding his camel containing his provisions. 
This is despite the fact that Allah is the One who favored 
him with this and granted him this virtue. Thus He is 
happier than His slave. He is the One who grants favor 
and success. We ask Allah to accept all of our repentance. 


26 Sahih Muslim 2746 
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AFFIRMING THE ATTRIBUTES OF SPEECH AND 
STATEMENTS FOR ALLAH THE EXALTED AND HIS 
ASCENSION ABOVE THE THRONE FROM THE 
AUTHENTIC SUNNAH 


ESS aa a Sac SS 


The author— may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


The Prophet's £ statement: 


of ZA A 
Bd a5 te odd ah WS Y ust 4. 1 Ks bi 


There is none of you except that His Lord will speak to him, 
and there will not be between Him and him an interpreter.”’ 


And his statement we concerning the supplication for 
treating the sick: 


LS 255 ola 3 Aah dans yd et 3 goal ab ey 
Gbtbss eres (3) 36 Nl ee Bes great glad o Ae = 
Wis Je las oy sleds sss 2 ee 455 Jsh Sy ig ai 

jae ass 


Whoever among you suffers some sickness, or his brothas 
suffers some sickness, let him say, “Our Lord Allah Who is in 
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your will is done in heaven 
and on earth; as Your mercy is in heaven, bestow it upon the 
earth. Forgive us our sins. You are the Lord of the good. Send 
down mercy from Your mercy and healing upon this pain,” and 
he will be healed.” 


27 Sahih al-Bukhari 7443 


*  Sunan Abi Dawid 3892; classed as sahih by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak 
4/243 
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And his statement Ue. 
loll ob os pal Ul Prec yi 


Will you not trust me, whereas I am a trustee of Him Who 
is in the heaven?” 


And his statement Ue. 


adhe iil Le ples gay fall Gyé ally cloll Gyo sl 


The Throne is above the water and Allah is above the Throne 
and He knows what you are upon.” 


And his statement wy to the slave girl: 


SU A Dyer) tS TUT oye SL cla Ob re Cal og 
Fangs Ugild clgiel gla 


“Where is Allah?” She said, “Above the heavens.” He said, 
“Who am I?” She said, “The Messenger of Allah.” He said to 
her owner, “Free her, for verily she is a believer.” 


And his statement Ue. 
eS Lake thes alll ol ples oO) OLY jail 


The best faith is for you to know that Allah is with you 
wherever you may be.” 


And his statement Me. 


NON EAR aE 


— 


29 Sahih Muslim 1064 

°° Al-Bayhagi 851 

31 Sunan Abi Dawad 3282 
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When one of you stands to pray, then let him not spit in front 
of him or to his right, for verily Allah is in front of him; but let 
him spit to his left or beneath his foot.* 


SSS er a ere 


EXPLANATION 


These narrations are from the ahadith concerning the attri- 
butes, and the intent from the author, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, is to mention the pattern shown in the 
verses and ahadith such that the Muslim will understand 
this affair. So he brought some verses and narrations 
which mention a few names and attributes of Allah. 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believe in what is proven by 
the names and attributes. They accept them as they come 
without distortion, negation, saying how, or making an 
example, and they do not deny them as the Jahmiyyah 
and the Mu’tazilah do. They do not give a false interpreta- 
tion as the Maturidiyyah and the Ash'ariyyah do. 


Rather they accept them as they come, believing in them 
and affirming them, and believing in what is proven by the 
names and attributes. And they negate the resemblance of 
Allah to His creation. Thus, according to Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah, there is no negation or resembling Him to 
the creation. They affirm the verses and ahadith with the 
correct meaning. 


Included in this is his statement we. 


go of vA “s S owe 20, SO > o¢ 8d sate av t a 
. “Z Z od * 7 bad e - e 7 sh NY 
die Speal) FOO (OLS alg al cued 0h) | Ae 
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Zoe 34 


tabs «ads JB My op, 96 Hie LRT shag cakes By 618 GY csp SE 
cet WBE cages lab 5) VW op SG as oh 
AS 3)5 aad Siig Ae Shs Be HA AE gee Sieg eck 


“There is none of you except that His Lord will speak to him, 
and there will not be between Him and him an interpreter. He 
will look to his right and see nothing but his deeds which he 
has sent forward, and he will look to his left and see nothing 
but his deeds which he has sent forward, and he will look in 
front of him and see nothing but the Hellfire facing him. So 
save yourself from the Hellfire, even if only with half a date.” 
Al-A’mash said, ‘Amr bin Murrah said, “Khaithamah narrated 
the same and added, ‘Even with a good word.’”™ 


This is proof that the speaking [of Allah] on the Day of 
Judgment will be general, as the Prophet said, “There is 
none of you except that His Lord will speak to him.” But as 
for the people of evil, they will be spoken to in a manner 
which will harm them, [with] speech which will place 
anger upon them, while the people of good will be spoken 
to in a manner which will make them happy. 


‘ wiz 
And his statement Us. 


e\ 


Picea) a of fal Gls spall Vi 


Will you not trust me, whereas I am a trustee of Him Who 
is in the heaven?® 


This means the One who is elevated above the heavens. 
And his statement we. 
Lael As glo ob cgelll AU hy 


$4 Sahih al-Bukhari 7512 
3° Sahih Muslim 1064 
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Our Lord Allah Who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.*® 


Meaning the One who is elevated above the creation. 


4 Ms a) 5 oye AS 35 st 
Send down mercy from Your mercy.” 


This is proof that He is elevated above the creation. 
Similarly, there is the Prophet’s statement: 


aghe iil Le ler gy yall Syi ally cleli Sod pal 


The Throne is above the water and Allah is above the Throne, 
and He knows what you are upon.® 


This is similar to the statement of the Exalted: 


we rae ual ijall gle (yall 
The Most Beneficent rose over the Throne. 
[Surah Taha 20:5] 


: wikiz 
And his statement we. 


3 a OG ses oF V5 455 1S Gok 2S Seal J) esas t a 15) 
4258 Cod gl leg GF Ny 455 


When one of you stands to pray, then let him not spit in front 
of him or to his right, for verily Allah is in front of him; but let 
him spit to his left or beneath his foot.” 


Allah is above the Throne and He is in front of the person 


36 Sunan Abi Dawtd 3892 
37 [hid 

8 Al-Bayhaqi 851 

39 Sahih Muslim 547 
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praying, and this is not a contradiction, because He is with 
us wherever we may be. 


As the Exalted said: 


€ PES Ua Cal See hy ) 
And He is with you (by His knowledge) 
wherever you may be. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 
* iz 
And his statement Ue. 


eS Late Clas abl OF plai Of OLA fzil 


The best faith is for you to know that Allah is with you 
wherever you may be.” 


Thus He is with His slave with His knowledge while He 
is above the heavens with His essence, elevated over the 
creation. He is with us by way of His knowledge and He 
encompasses everything. Allah the Exalted is above the 
Throne, above all of the creation, while His knowledge is 
everywhere and nothing is hidden from Him. He is with 
the people upon the sea and He is with the people upon 
the land; He is with all the people and nothing is hidden 
from Him. He is with them by way of His knowledge. 
Concerning the story of the Prophet we and Aba Bakr #2, 
Allah mentioned the statement of the Prophet we. 


& Va alll G) GST 


Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:40] 


And as He said concerning the story of Masa and Harun: 


40 At-Tabarani 8791 
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é cor eau! LeSai ie 
Verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
[Surah Taha 20:46] 


And the Exalted said: 


 Coayslrall go Alll Of Nataly > 
And be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient. 
[Surah al-Anfal 8:46] 


This is the specific manner of Him being with the creation; 
as for the general manner in which He is with His creation: 


€ AES La Gal Sea hg } 
And He is with you (by His knowledge) 
wherever you may be. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 


It is obligatory upon the people of Islam to know this 
affair. Allah is with His creation by way of His knowledge, 
and He encompasses everything. He is with His allies by 
His knowledge, and by protecting and aiding them, and 
‘He is above the Throne and above all the creation. 


He said: 


Hiss A Gaplly Glgletdl GIS Gall all 285 4 > 
& ell He ual 3 abl | 
Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the 


heavens and the earth in six days, and then He 
rose over the Throne. 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:54] 
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It is obligatory upon every Muslim to hold the belief of 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning faith in the eleva- 
tion of Allah: that He is above the Throne, nothing is 
hidden from Him, and His knowledge encompasses His 
slaves wherever they may be. And with Allah lies all 
SUCCESS. 
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AFFIRMING ALLAH IS ELEVATED ABOVE THE 
THRONE DOES NOT NEGATE HIS CLOSENESS AND 
HIM BEING WITH HIS CREATION 


The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 

The Prophet's statement ve. 

sick IS Cig ES pall yall Soy 38 Sg tga Sy al 
OF 58 bp Oy SF Oly Lentyis ag Sits fig Cah 6 
7: mh - lec or - ast Teal ely cee ait os 


Ze 


a eeaeee das igs 


O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and the exalted Throne, 
our Lord and Lord of all things, splitter of the seed and the 
date-stone, revealer of the Taurah and the Injil and the Furqan 
(Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil of all things You 
shall seize by the forelock (i.e. have total mastery over). O 
Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You, and 
You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are the Most 
High (the greatest and highest) so there is nothing above You, 
and You are al-Batin (aware of the subtlest secrets) so there is 
nothing closer than You. Settle our debt for us and spare us 
from poverty.” 


And his statement we when his Companions raised their 
voices with remembrance of Allah: 


lea Ope I. Vg aan O65 Y CE end Ae NK 
pt 


4 Sahih Muslim 2713 
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O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling 
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.” 


And in another narration: 


Sas ales GE Be Susl J) OB GBIF cll 
He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you 
than the neck of his camel.” 


And his statement Us. 


pialezel Of catngy (3 Ogelasy ¢ pailll Whe O95 LS Ry Ogee S| 
You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon, 


with no difficulty. So if you are able to perform the prayers 
before the rising of the sun and before it sets, then do so.“ 


And this Includes the other narrations in which the 
Prophet we informed us about His Lord the Exalted. 


Verily the Saved Sect, Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, believe 
in that, just as they believe in everything Allah informed us 
of in His Book, without distortion, negation, saying how, 
or making an example; rather they are upon the middle 
course among the groups of the ummah, just as this ummah 
is upon the middle course among the other nations. 


They are upon the middle course concerning Allah's attri- 
butes, between the negation of the Jahmiyyah and those 
who liken Allah to His creation. They are upon the middle 


® Sahih al-Bukhari 7386 
*®% Sahih Muslim 2704 
“4 Sahih al-Bukhari 554 
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course concerning the actions of Allah, between the 
Jabariyyah, the Qadariyyah, and other than them. They 
are upon the middle course concerning the threat of Allah, 
between the Murji’ah, the Khawarij, and other than them. 
Also concerning the names of faith and the religion, [they 
are| between the Hartriyyah and the Mu’tazilah, and 
between the Murji’ah and the Jahmiyyah. They are also 
upon the middle course concerning the Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah Ue between the Rafidah and the 
Khawarijj. 


EXPLANATION 


The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, brought 
these ahadith which mention the attributes, from them: 


4 wide 6 LL It: CYNE teaser adisste. .erek ny sero Let dy SOs Bae 
sie US 99 EG cea) all Gg Ga! 9 SIRE 5 Al 
AS Fh bye Ey Sebi OFA folly ahs Jity Wolly Call wb 
eW oth 228 ots 56 JA FT gh ey LT cit os 
pie bid Ail te his ot sath cil 223 She 5th 

all iyo WEG GBI UE al Bob 5 


O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and the exalted Throne, 
our Lord and Lord of all things, splitter of the seed and the 
date-stone, revealer of the Taurah and the Injil and the Furqan 
(Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil of all things You 
shall seize by the forelock (i.e. have total mastery over). O 
Allah, You are the First so there is nothing before You, and 
You are the Last so there is nothing after You. You are the Most 
High (the greatest and highest) so there is nothing above You, 
and You are al-Batin (aware of the subtlest secrets) so there is 
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nothing closer than You. Settle our debt for us and spare us 
from poverty.” 


In this great hadith which has been collected by Muslim, 
[the Prophet] mentioned categories of the attributes, such 
as Him being above the Throne, His being the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth, and His sending down the Taurah, 
the Injil, and the Qur’an. All of this is proof that He is 
elevated, and He sends down everything. All of the revela- 
tion was sent down by Him, and He is above the Throne, 
above all of His creation. 


He has the forelocks of all of the creation in His Hand; He 
turns them how He wills. He is the First, there is nothing 
before Him. He is the Last, there is nothing after Him. He 
is the Most High, there is nothing above Him. And He is 
al-Batin, there is nothing closer than Him. 


As it comes in the Qur’an: 


6 poe cig OK shy Cslily Sallaly 5a5Fty USM A > 
He is the First (nothing is before Him) and 
the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High 
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near 


(nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the 
All-Knower of everything. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:3] 


Thus He is the First, there is nothing before Him; and He 
is the Last, there is nothing after Him. He is eternal and 
complete, and He is always present. Nothing preceded 
Him and there was never a time He did not exist; rather, 
He is eternal. And He is the Most High, the One who is 


4 Sahih Muslim 2713 
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above all of the creation, so there is nothing above Him. 
He is above the Throne. The Throne is the ceiling for the 
creation. And He is al-Batin, there is nothing closer than 
Him and nothing is hidden from Him; He knows the 
situation of His slaves, and He knows their hearts. This 
supplication is a means to seeking one’s needs in the 
religion and becoming enriched from poverty. 


Likewise the hadith of seeing Allah: 


Ab) (ab Ogata call Ie O95 LST Ky Ogee S| 
You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon, 
with no difficulty in seeing it.” 


They will not have any difficulty seeing Him because 
the vision will be clear; they will not have to climb over 
each other. When trying to see something, the people may 
climb over each other saying, “Look, look,” due to it being 
hidden from some of them. As for seeing Allah, then the 
vision will be clear, as clear as the sun without any clouds. 
They will not need to climb over each other due to crowd- 
ing. Everyone will see Him while standing in his own 
place without any difficulty. 


And the hadith when the Companions raised their voices: 
pois O55 ( ‘le Ys ol O65 y SS a Rentil sale |x} | 


O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling 
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.” 


46 Sahih al-Bukhari 554 
47 Sahih al-Bukhari 7386 
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Likewise he clarified to them that Allah the Exalted hears 
the speech of His slaves and their supplication, so they do 
not need to raise their voices in a manner that opposes the 
legislation; rather, their voices should be raised moder- 
ately. For this reason, the Prophet said, “Verily you are not 
calling upon One who is deaf or absent.” They used to raise 
their voices so the Prophet we ordered them not to do that. 
They should not raise their voices as though they were 
saying the talbiyah, because [the talbiyah] is the exception. 


As for the normal takbir, then it is said in a moderate voice, 
without raising it much. This is because you are not calling 
upon One who is deaf nor One who is absent. He is above 
the Throne and He is with His slaves; He hears their voices 
and He hears their speech. 


For this reason, Allah the Exalted said: 
elall 6363 Cual Cad 31 fe (calic Alle lily & 
& gles la) 


And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], 

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to 

the invocation of the supplicant when he calls 
upon Me. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:186] 


; Sia. - 6 
And for this reason he we said: 


Bee Be ar 7 ZA ° ae ge q B ph 8 BOK Te 
SIENA ls Ge Je ASIEN J Cyl Bgess sls 


He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you 
than the neck of his camel.* 


48 Sahih Muslim 2704 
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Thus Allah the Exalted is close, and there is no need to 
raise the voices with remembrance. Remembrance is 
audible from the standpoint of remembering Allah, not 
from the necessity of it being audible. The voices are raised 
to display the remembrance of Allah, just as the people 
raise their voices with the talbiyah to display the remem- 
brance of Allah. Allah knows the secrets and what is even 
more subtle [than that]. He hears the voices of His slaves 
even if their voices are quiet. Even the most secret affairs 
are not hidden from Him. He is the All-Hearer, He is near, 
and He hears their voices even if they are quiet. He knows 
their situations even if they keep it secret; even the most 
subtle affairs are not hidden from Him. 


It is obligatory upon the believer to believe in Allah, 
to believe that He is the All-Hearer, that He is near and 
knows the condition of His slaves, and that He hears their 
voices and knows their supplications. Even the most subtle 
affair is not hidden from Him, although He is above the 
Throne. He is above all of the creation. This is the ‘agidah 
of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah in contrast to the ‘agidah of 
the innovators. 


The ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah is the upright 
belief and it is moderate among the other beliefs. They 
are the moderate group as it relates to belief in Allah, 
just as this ummah is the moderate ummah among the 
other nations. Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are the moder- 
ate group in affirming the attributes and names of Allah 
without distortion, negation, saying how, or making an 
example. They accept His names and attributes as they 
come. They do not make an example for Allah as the 
Jahmiyyah and Mu’ tazilah do. | 
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They affirm [the names and attributes] while being free 
from making an example, and they declare Allah free 
from resemblance to His creation. Affirming the names 
and attributes does not require making an example, and 
declaring Him free from resemblance to His creation does 
not require negating His names and attributes. Rather, 
they say, “We affirm the attributes and names of Allah in 
a manner which is befitting to His majesty without distor- 
tion, negation, saying how, or making an example.” 


Thus they are upon the middle course as it relates to the 
attributes of Allah, between the Jahmiyyah, who negate the 
attributes, and those who resemble Him to His creation. 
The Jahmiyyah negate the attributes and names of Allah 
while the Mushabihah resemble Him to His creation. [The 
Mushabihah] say, “His Hand is like my hand, His Voice is 
like my voice, His Foot is like my foot.” This is a great evil, 
and it is disbelief and misguidance. Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah are also upon the middle course as it relates to the 
actions of Allah between those who only follow the verses 
which mention the threats, and the Qadariyyah. 


Ahlus Sunnah affirm the actions of Allah, believing His 
actions are the truth. He descends to the lowest heavens 
of the world every night, and He will appear to His slaves 
of the Day of Judgment such that they will see His noble 
Face, just as they are able to see the sun when there are 
no clouds. He becomes pleased, He becomes angry, He 
commands, He prohibits, He creates, and He provides. 
Thus His actions are affirmed. This is in contrast to 
the beliefs of the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah. The 
Mu’tazilah affirm His names but not His attributes. They 
affirm just the names with no meaning. 
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Likewise Ahlus Sunnah are the moderate group between 
those who only follow the verses which mention the 
threats. Ahlus Sunnah believe the threats of Allah will be 
implemented. And they are moderate among the Murji’ah, 
those who say actions are not a part of faith. The Murji’ah 
believe the slave has statements and belief, but that the 
actions are not from faith. Those who adhere only to the 
threats are the Mu’tazilah. They say the one who commits 
major sins will remain in the Fire forever if he dies upon 
sins. 


The Murji’ah say as long as there is faith, the absence of 
actions will not harm the person, and actions are not a part 
of faith. They believe the person’s statement and affirma- 
tion are sufficient. 


As for Ahlus Sunnah, they say iman is statement, action 
and belief, and that faith is harmed by sins. But this 
does not necessitate that the person will remain in the 
Fire forever as the Mu’tazilah say, and the person is not 
declared a disbeliever as the Khawarij say. But rather sins 
harm, weaken, and remove the faith, while repentance 
completes it. 


This is the middle course between the two extreme groups, 
the Khawarij and the Mu’tazilah. The Khawarij say faith is 
a statement, action, and belief, but that it does not increase 
or decrease. This is the same statement from a group of the 
Mu'tazilah who adhere [only] to the verses which mention 
the threats. They say faith is a statement, action, and 
belief, but that it does not increase or decrease. Therefore 
whoever dies upon sin will be from the inhabitants of the 
Fire and will remain there forever. The Khawarij add to 
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this belief by saying that, in addition to them remaining in 
the Fire forever, they are also disbelievers. 


As for Ahlus Sunnah, they are the middle group. They say 
that sins decrease and weaken the faith, but that the sinner 
is not declared a disbeliever unless he deems the sin to be 
permissible; and they do not say the sinner will remain in 
the Fire for eternity. This is in contrast to the belief of the 
Khawarij and the Mu’ tazilah, may Allah disgrace them. 


Ahlus Sunnah are upon the middle course as it relates to 
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah ve between 
the beliefs of the Rafidah and the Khawarij. The Rafidah 
are extreme while the Khawarij are negligent; the Khawarij 
murdered the Companions and declared most of them to 
be disbelievers, while the Rafidah exaggerate concerning 
the family of the Prophet. 


As for Ahlus Sunnah, they supplicate for Allah to be 
pleased with all of the Companions W2 and they believe 
all of them were upright. They are the best of the creation 
of Allah after the prophets ptf , and they are the best of 
this ummah. But [Ahlus Sunnah] do not go to extremes 
concerning them as the Rafidah go to extremes concern- 
ing ‘Ali #2 and the household of the Prophet #2 W2 The 
Rafidah supplicate to them, thus associating partners with 
Allah, and they consider them to be infallible. Therefore 
the Rafidah are extreme concerning the Companions, 
while the Khawarij are negligent and do not believe the 
Companions were upright. 


Ahlus Sunnah affirm the uprightness of the Companions 
and their virtue ‘82, and they affirm that the Companions 
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are the best of the creation after the Prophet ue But they 
oppose the Rafidah in their extremism, so they are not 
extreme concerning ‘Ali #%. And they are not extreme 
concerning the household of the Prophet #8 Rather 
they supplicate for Allah to be pleased with them, they 
acknowledge their virtue, and they acknowledge that they 
were upon righteousness and upright upon the truth. 


So they hope for good for the Prophet’s household, for 
‘Ali, and for all of the Companions 2 ae They recognize 
that “Ali is the fourth rightly guided caliph and that he is 
from the ten promised Paradise, but they do not go to the 
extreme concerning him. They do not supplicate to him, 
nor do they say he was infallible, and they do not say that 
the Prophet’s message was intended for [‘Ali] and Jibril 
betrayed the trust by not giving it to him. This belief is 
false. Ahlus Sunnah say that he is from the most virtuous 
and best of the Companions. 


But it is not permissible to go to the extreme concerning 
him, nor concerning Fatimah &2, nor concerning Husayn 
«2, nor anyone else. Rather, whoever was upright upon 
the truth from the household of the Prophet, then he has 
the attributes of a believer and he is supplicated for, and 
we ask Allah to be pleased with them, but we do not 
exceed the bounds concerning them. Instead, we acknowl- 
edge their virtue; they are the best of the Muslims, and 
they have a known status with Ahlus Sunnah. 


Ahlus Sunnah do not go to the extreme concerning any of 
the Companions, and they are not negligent concerning 
any of them. Rather they know their rights, their virtue, 
and the status which Allah has given them. Thus they 
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adhere to the advice of the Prophet wy concerning his 
Companions. And with Allah lies all success. 
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THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVING ALLAH IS ABOVE 
THE HEAVENS, ASCENDING ABOVE HIS THRONE, 
AND HE IS WITH HIS CREATION BY HIS KNOWLEDGE 


ESS SS Sa EO 


The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


Included in what we have mentioned from belief in Allah 
is belief in what Allah has informed us of in His Book, the 
numerous narrations from His Messenger we and what 
the Salaf have agreed upon. From this belief is that He is 
above the heavens, above His Throne, separate from His 
creation, and He is with His creation wherever they may 


be. 


He knows what they are eponees He says: 


= els dois cA Gals — = oil » 2 
SD i Bs dg tayo oe ss 
& Samet Cyghad Ley Ally BE 
He it is Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six days and then rose over the Throne. He 
knows what goes into the earth and what comes 
forth from it, what descends from the heaven 
and what ascends thereto. And He is with you 


(by His knowledge) wherever you may be. And 
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 


And His statement, “and He is with you,” does not mean 
that He is among His creation, and this [meaning] is not 
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necessitated from a language standpoint. The moon 
is a sign from the signs of Allah; it is from His smallest 
creations and its place is in the heavens. However, it is 
with the traveler and other than the traveler wherever they 
may be. Allah the Exalted is above His Throne, observing 
His creation and watching them. 


All of the speech in which Allah has mentioned that He 
is above the Throne and He is with us does not require 
distortion, such as the distortion concerning His statement 
“in the heavens” to mean that the heavens cover Him. This 
belief is false according to the consensus of the scholars. 
Allah’s Footstool encompasses the heavens and the earth, 
and He grasps the heavens and the earth so they do not 
move away from their places. He grasps the heavens so it 
does not fall upon the earth. 


& aah Gayl clea ast GI SUT (5 } 
And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth 
remain by His command. 

[Surah ar-Rum 30:25] 
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EXPLANATION 


This is the most important chapter in the book, and it 
follows what was mentioned in the beginning of the book. 
[The author] said, “Included in what we have mentioned 
from belief in Allah is belief in what Allah has informed us of 
in His Book, the numerous narrations from His Messenger 
ed and what the Salaf have agreed upon. From this belief 1s 
that He is above the heavens, above His Throne, separate from 
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His creation.” This is affirmed in the text of the Book and 
the Sunnah and the consensus of the scholars. The Salaf 
of this ummah 82 have agreed upon belief in Allah, and 
He is above His heavens, above His Throne, separate 
from His creation. Separate from the creation means that 
nothing from His essence is among the creation; rather, 
He is separate from them. As ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak 
and others have said, “We know our Lord is above His 
heavens, above His Throne, separate from His creation, 
and His knowledge is everywhere.” 


This is the statement of all the Salaf, may Allah have 
mercy upon them; Allah is above the heavens, above the 
Throne, while His knowledge is everywhere. There is no 
contradiction between His knowledge being everywhere 
and Him being above the Throne. He is above the Throne 
while His knowledge encompasses everything and every 
place. 


_ As the Exalted said: 


ak Yh Heath oY) SDE GAS Ue US be > 
eae oh FS) Vy AS be 8) Vy Setaalie 8 
8) alll Gy aati) a5 Moles Ly se Bs & 
@ PE e(8 
There is no najwa (secret counsel) of three, but 
He is their fourth (with His knowledge, while 
He Himself is over the Throne, over the seventh 
heaven), nor of five but He is their sixth (with 
His knowledge), not of less than that or more, 
but He is with them (with His knowledge) 


wherever they may be; and afterwards on the 
Day of Resurrection, He will inform them of 


Sa Ye 
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what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower 
of everything. 


[Surah al-Mujadilah 58:7] 


Thus He began with knowledge and ended with knowl- 
edge, and this is proof that His knowledge is not only 
elevated but that it is everywhere. This affair is affirmed 
in the text of the Book, the Sunnah, and the consensus of 
the Salaf of this ummah. Likewise His ascension above the 
Throne is affirmed by the text. Thus, there is no contra- 
diction between the two, and it is obligatory to repel the 
lies that Allah is contained in the heavens or that He has 
a need for it. Rather, it is He who establishes the heavens 
and establishes the Throne. 


He is the One who said: 


4 a5 ol Gap y cilgatall Aes alll SJ 
Verily! Allah grasps the heavens and the earth 


lest they move away from their places. 
[Surah Fatir 35:41] 


& opal Gay ly olacall asa O) ail Gay > 
And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth 
remain by His command. 

[Surah ar-Rum 30:25] 


Thus, all of the creation is established by Him; He grasps 
them, establishes them, and arranges their affairs. He 
created all of the creation and He is above the Throne, 
above all of the creation. Therefore, Him being with us 
is true and Him being above the Throne is true, and this 
does not require distortion. It cannot be thought that He 
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is among His creation as the Mu’tazilah, Jahmiyyah, and 
others who negate the attributes say. Rather, He is above 
the Throne while His knowledge is in every place, and 
even the most subtle affairs are not hidden from Him, not 
in the heavens nor upon the earth. 


It is obligatory for the believer to be upon this great ‘agidah 
which is affirmed in the Book and the Sunnah, which 
the Salaf of this ummah have agreed upon, including the 
Companions and those who came after them. The ascen- 
sion does not negate Him being with the creation and His 
knowledge encompassing all things. The ascension is one 
thing, and having knowledge of all things is a different 
thing. His knowledge of all things never ceases to exist, 
not upon the earth nor in the heavens, despite Him being 
above the Throne, above all creation. 


Lisl 6 alll fy Sud og OS le al Gf ia» 


So you may know that Allah is over all things 
competent and that Allah has encompassed all 
things in knowledge. 


[Surah at-Talag 65:12] 
And the statement of the Exalted: 
€ ple (5 JS alll > 


Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 
[Surah al-Anfal 8:75] © 


And His statement: 
€ Sool (5 US Ge alll > 
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Certainly, Allah has power over all things. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:20] 


And His statement: 
& Syafite oh US Qe all ONS5 


And Allah is able to do everything. 
[Surah al-Kahf 18:45] 


And with Allah lies all success. 
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BELIEF THAT HIS NEARNESS DOES NOT NEGATE 
HIS ASCENSION AND ELEVATION ABOVE THE 
CREATION, AND THE QUR'AN IS HIS SPEECH SENT 
DOWN FROM HIM 


The author— may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


Included in that is belief that He is near and He responds 
to supplication, as comes in His statement: 


eal 8363 Cush Gud 3 Je cate ail Ny & 
é clea IS) 

And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], 

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to 


the invocation of the supplicant when he calls 
upon Me. 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:186] 


And in the statement of the Prophet we when the 
Companions raised their voices with remembrance: 


a 
fo) 
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O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not calling 
upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.” 

What is mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah concerning 
His being near to the creation and responding to supplica- 


® Sahih al-Bukhari 7386 
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tions does not negate what He mentioned concerning His 
being elevated above the creation. Surely there is nothing 
similar to Him whatsoever in any of His attributes. He is 
elevated in His nearness and He is close in His elevation. 


Also from belief in Allah and His Books is belief that the 
Qur’an is the speech of Allah sent down from Him, and 
it is not created. It came from Him and to Him it shall 
return. Allah speaks with it in reality. This is the Qur’an 
which He sent down upon Muhammad we And it is His 
speech in reality, it is not the speech of other than Him. It 
is not permissible to say it is a narrative of Allah’s speech. 
Rather, if it is recited by the people or written in the mushaf, 
it remains the real speech of Allah the Exalted. The reality 
of the speech is connected to the One from whom it initi- 
ated, not the one who conveys it. It is the speech of Allah 
by its letters and its meaning. It is not just His speech in 
letters without being His speech in meaning, nor is it only 
His speech in meaning without being His speech in letters. 


se RR 


EXPLANATION 


The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, clarifies that 
included in belief in Allah by His names and attributes 
is belief that He is near and He responds to supplica- 
tion. Thus His being elevated above the Throne does not 
prevent Him from being close and responding to suppli- 
cation. He is elevated in His closeness and He is close in 
His elevation, as the author mentioned. He is close and 
He responds while He is elevated and above the Throne, 
above the heavens and above all creation. 
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For this reason, Allah the Exalted said: 


elall 8563 Cual Cad lb fe cal alls lity > 
é cylea \S) 

And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], 

concerning Me, indeed I am near. I respond to 


the invocation of the supplicant when he calls 
upon Me. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:186] 


Thus He is close to the one who supplicates to Him and 
He responds to His slaves. Likewise the Prophet’s state- 


wee 


ment 425: - | 
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He Whom you are supplicating to is nearer to every one of you 
than the neck of his camel.” 


He said this when he heard his Companions raising their 
voices during a journey. He said: 


sas Ogbls WE Ve Ceol SEY ASS Sah im 65 
O people, be gentle with yourselves. Verily you are not bw 


upon One who is deaf or absent. You are calling upon the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer, the One who is near.*! 


Thus, despite His being elevated above the Throne, He 
is not prevented from being near and responding to the 
supplication of those who call upon Him. He is the One 
who hears the supplication and He is the One who is 


°° ~~ Sahih Muslim 2704 
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near to respond to it. He is the All-Hearer and the One 
who is near. The attribute of Him being the All-Hearer 
is mentioned in many verses. He hears the secrets and 
what is even more subtle [from the creation], and nothing 


is hidden from Him. This is likewise mentioned in many 
ahadith. 


Therefore, what has been mentioned concerning Him 
being elevated and above the creation does not negate 
what has been mentioned of Him being close and near and 
with the creation. He is with the creation by way of His 
knowledge and observation. 


q PES Le Gil Sea 585 > 
And He is with you (by His knowledge) 
wherever you may be. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:4] 


He is with His allies by His knowledge, His protection, 
His aid, and His assistance, and it is obligatory upon 
every male and female believer to believe this. He is the 
All-Hearer and the One who is near, and He is elevated 
above the Throne. There is no contradiction in His being 
near to His slaves and His hearing their supplication. He is 
the All-Hearer, the One who is near, and He is the Exalted, 
the Great. 


& jaeall fel) hj Lia 345% } 
And He feels no fatigue in guarding and 


preserving them. And He is the Most High, the 
Most Great. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 
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To Him ascends good speech, and righteous 
work raises it. 


[Surah Fatir 35:10] 


And from belief in Allah is belief that the Qur’an is the 
speech of Allah the Exalted. And also from belief in the 
books of Allah is belief that the Qur’an is His Book sent 
down upon His Slave and His Messenger, the seal of the 
prophets, Muhammad we And it is the speech of Allah, 
its letters and its meanings. It is obligatory to believe it is 
the speech of Allah sent down, and it is not created. From 
Him it originated and to Him it shall return. The fact that 
it is written in the mushaf and recited and memorized does 
not negate that. It is memorized in the hearts, written in 
the mushaf, and heard by the ears, yet it is still the speech 
of Allah in its letters and meanings. 


It is not permissible to say it is a narrative of the speech 
of Allah or an expression of it, as the Ash’ariyyah and 
al-Kullabiyyah” say. No, rather it is the speech of Allah, its 
letters and its meanings; it is not a narrative of His speech, 
it is His actual speech. 


His statement: 
& Agall Zoi) sh YI all Y alld 
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but 


He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


2 _-—« Ail-Kullabiyyah are the followers of Aba Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Sa’id 
ibn Kullab al-Qattan al-Basri (240H) 
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This is the speech of Allah. 
& Gydllall Gy all Saal } 
[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds. 
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:2] 


This is the speech of Allah. 


& leghaas org Yy 
And He feels no fatigue in guarding and 
preserving them. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


This is the speech of Allah. 


All of the verses are the speech of Allah from the begin- 
ning to the end, [both] the letters and the meanings. It is 
not just His speech in letters without being His speech in 
meaning, nor is it only His speech in meaning without 
being His speech in letters. 


& seal Za) gh YJ all Y alld 
Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but 


He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and 
protects all that exists. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:255] 


This is the speech of Allah. 


The meaning of the Ever-Living, the One who sustains, is 
to protect and guard. 


And this is the speech of Allah: 
€ ASM Ge slellly lll S51 Go dD 
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Say, "Who can protect you at night or by day 
_ from the Most Merciful?" 


[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:42] 
6 Aba5y llLall Sealy Con sisi) Sais ail) } 
To Him ascends good speech, and righteous 


work raises it. 
[Surah Fatir 35:10] 


43S (pal al Ait p 
So the judgement is only with Allah, the Most 
High, the Most Great! 
[Surah Ghafir 40:12] 


€ Sayt uate > 
Indeed, He is Hearing and near. 
[Surah Saba' 34:50] 


& Gle Gusts alll Of > 
Truly, Allah is the All-Hearer, All-Knower. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:181] 


& Sra) Cage) alll Oly } 
And that Allah is full of kindness, Most 
Merciful. 
[Surah an-Nur 24:20] 


The speech of Allah includes the letters and the meanings 
according to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. And with Allah 


lies all success. 
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THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVING IN THE 
LAST DAY AND WHAT IT CONTAINS FROM 
PUNISHMENT AND PLEASURE 
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The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


Also included in what we mentioned from belief is to 
believe in His books, His angels, and His messengers, 
and to believe that the believers will see Allah with their 
eyes just as they are able to see the sun on a cloudless day, 
and just as they are able to see the moon on a clear night, 
without any difficulty. They will see Allah the Exalted 
when they stand for judgment. Then after that they will 
see Him when they enter Paradise as Allah wills. 


Belief in the Last Day is belief in everything we have been 
informed of by the Prophet we which will occur after 
death. [Ahlus Sunnah] believe in the trials, punishment, 
and bliss of the grave. 


As for the trials of the grave, then the people will be tested 
in their graves. It will be said to the person: 


2\é Aan ae mea a 4 6% oD o- 
hes Crd 135 lag B85 cl 
Who is your Lord, what is your religion, and who is 
your prophet?” 
Lot sae’ ‘ < ston a a a a aves 
Gia sta) Ca cub Osi ial galt iy 
q DAY oi 
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Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the 
word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will 
keep on worshipping Allah alone and none else) 

and in the Hereafter. 


[Surah ‘Ibrahim 14:27] 


The believer will say, “My Lord is Allah, my religion is 
Islam, and Muhammad Ue is my prophet.” As for the one 
who was unsure, he will say, “Ah, ah, I do not know. I 
heard the people saying something, so I said it.” Thus 
he will be struck with a rod of iron and he will let out a 
scream heard by everything except mankind. If man were 
to hear it, he would die. Then after this test, there is either 
bliss or punishment until the Day of Judgment. The souls 
will be returned to the bodies and the Hour will be estab- 
lished as Allah has informed us in His Book and upon the 
tongue of His Messenger, and the Muslims have agreed 
upon this. 


The people will stand from their graves: 


Cice Ge. Be 
WE obs ole 
Barefoot, naked, and uncircumcised.™ 


The sun will be close to them and some people will be up 
to their mouths in sweat. The scales will be laid out and 
the actions of the slaves will be weighed. 


- - 4. 
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Then, those whose scales (of good deeds) are 
heavy —these, they are the successful. And those 
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whose scales (of good deeds) are light, they are 
those who lose their ownselves, in Hell will they 
abide. 


[Surah al-Mu'minun 23:102, 103] 


The scrolls will be handed out, and these are the scrolls 
containing the actions [of the people]. Some will take their 
scrolls with their right hand, and some will take their 
scrolls with their left hand or from behind their back. 


As Allah the Exalted said: 


aja al @pAdy adic (8 jis alias! Gui! OSs 
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And We have fastened every man's deeds to his 

neck, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall 

bring out for him a book which he will find wide 

open. (It will be said to him), "Read your book. 


You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against 
you this Day." 


[Surah al-Isra' 17:13, 14] 


Allah will judge the creation. He will seclude the believer 
and make him acknowledge his sins, as has been described 
in the Book and the Sunnah. As for the disbeliever, then 
his good and evil deeds will not be weighed, because 
he does not have any good deeds. Rather, the actions of 
the disbelievers will be taken to account and they will be 
given their recompense. 


EXPLANATION 
This section covers the believers seeing their Lord. It has 
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been mentioned that the believers, in summary, believe in 
everything Allah and His Messenger 8 have informed 
them of, including the affairs of Paradise and the Fire, the 
angels, the scrolls, the scales, the judgment, the recom- 
pense, and the other affairs of the next life. This is the 
general belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. 


Included in that is belief that the believers will see their 
Lord on the Day of Judgment with their eyes. And there is 
no doubt about this. 7 


As the Prophet we said: 


pinleie| Ole cay 22 Ogeliaiy ¢ pail lia O95 LoS Sy O 9 uw SN) 

Apleild gig, hy (madtll gallo Jb ddLe gle gdas Y ol 
You will see your Lord in the Hereafter as you see this moon, 
with no difficulty in seeing it. So if you are able to perform 


the prayers before the rising of the sun and before it sets, then 
do so.» 


As for the disbelievers, they will be veiled, as the Exalted 
said: 


A oe $0 Uy *6L o- 06 vo vee os Nic 


Nay! Surely, they (the evil-doers) will be veiled 
from seeing their Lord that Day. 


[Surah al-Mutaffifin 83:15] 


The believers will see Him during two different times. 
They will see Him during the standing on the Day of 
Judgment, and this is specific to the believers, excluding 
any others. Then they will see Him as He wills in Paradise 


°° Sahih al-Bukhari 554 
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during the times He reveals His noble Face. They will have 
specific times based on their levels. 


From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah is to believe in everything Allah and His 
Messenger we have informed us of, including the affairs 
of the next life, Paradise, the Fire, the judgment, and the 
recompense. Ahlus Sunnah believes in all of this. 


Included in that is belief in the punishment and bliss in 
the grave. Ahlus Sunnah believe in that, in contrast to the 
innovators. They believe in the punishment and pleasure 
in the grave. The people will be tested in their graves. It 
will be said to each person, “Who is your Lord? What is 
your religion? And who is your prophet?” And Allah will 
make the believers firm with a firm statement in this life 
and the next, and He will lead the wrongdoers astray. 


As Allah the Exalted said: 
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Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the 
word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will 


keep on worshipping Allah alone and none else) 
and in the Hereafter. 


[Surah Ibrahim 14:27] 


The believer will say, “My Lord is Allah, my religion is 
Islam, and Muhammad ee is my prophet.” As for the 
disbeliever who was unsure, he will say, “Ah, ah, I don’t 
know.” The hypocrite and the disbeliever will say this. The 
hypocrite is the one who manifests Islam while in reality 
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he is a disbeliever. Thus the hypocrite and the obvious 
disbeliever will say, “Ah, ah, I don’t know. I heard the 
people saying something so I said it.” So he will be struck 
with a rod of iron and he will let out a scream heard by 
everything except mankind. And if man were to hear it, he 
would die. | 


Then the major judgment will take place after this test. The 
people will remain either in bliss or in punishment. [While 
in the grave] the believer will be in bliss and his soul will 
be taken to Paradise. As for the disbeliever, his soul will 
be taken to the Fire. As Allah the Exalted informed us 
concerning the inhabitants of the Fire from the followers 
of Pharaoh: 


Actull asi pias Lutes Vac Lele Gsejas JU } 
& lsell Sal 65658 I Ileal 

The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and 

afternoon, and on the Day when the Hour will 

be established (it will be said to the angels), 


"Cause Pharaoh’s people to enter the severest 
torment!" 


[Surah Ghafir 40:46] 


And then the major judgment will be established. The 
people will stand from their graves barefoot, naked, and 
uncircumcised. Allah will return the people to their bodies 
and resurrect them just as He created them, barefoot with 
no shoes, naked with no clothes, and uncircumcised. They 
will stand before the Lord of all that exists. Allah will 
judge the creation and lay out the scales. The actions of the 
slaves will be weighed. Whoever has a heavy scale will be 
happy, and whoever has a light scale will be destroyed. 
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The scrolls will be laid out and weighed. Some will take 
their scrolls with their right hand, and some will take their 
scrolls with their left hand or from behind their back, as is 
explained in the Qur’an. 


As for the disbelievers, they will not be judged in the same 
manner with their good and evil actions being weighed, 
because they do not have any good deeds. However, their 
actions will be counted, they will acknowledge them, and 
they will be given the recompense for them. Meaning, they 
will be driven to the Fire, taken to account for their deeds 
and made to acknowledge them; they will be rebuked as a 
result of their sins and then driven to the Fire. 


As Allah the Exalted said: 


€ 1} ed Al) 5S Gall Gees > 
And those who disbelieved will be driven to 
Hell in groups. 
| [Surah az-Zumar 39:71] 


[They will be driven in] group after group. We ask Allah 
for safety and security. This is due to their evil actions and 
their disbelief in Allah the Exalted. 


As for the inhabitants of Paradise, they shall be driven to 
the honored Paradise in delegations and crowds after they 
have completed the standing, crossed over the bridge, and 
left the open plain they were standing upon. They shall be 
driven to Paradise, each person going to his level. He will 
know his place there better than he knows his place in the 
worldly life. And what is intended by “their places” is the 
places that Allah has prepared for them, and this shall be 
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mentioned [later] inshaAllah. 


This is the situation on the Day of Judgment. This is a great 
day whose length is fifty thousand years, a day which 
will be difficult upon the disbelievers and easy upon the 
believers. And before half the day is complete, the people 
will be in their places. 
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The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have 
the best abode, and have the fairest of places for 
repose. 


[Surah al-Furgan 25:24] 


The inhabitants of Paradise will be in Paradise before 
midday. And the inhabitants of the Fire will be in the Fire 
before midday. We ask Allah for safety and security. 


Their Lord will have completed their judgment, and He 
is the Most Just; He does not bring forth even an atom’s 
weight of oppression. As the Exalted said: 


Kec lin) Aid oh Oly 953 lie aly Y alll Gy » 
Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of 
an atom (or a small ant), but if there is any good 


(done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a 
great reward. 


[Surah an-Nisa' 4:40] 

And the Exalted said: | 
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And We shall set up balances of justice on the 
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the 
weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
sufficient are We as Reckoners. 


[Surah al-Anbtya' 21:40] 


And the Exalted said: 
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So whoever does good equal to the weight of an 

atom (or a small ant), shall see it. And whoever 

does evil equal to the weight of an atom (or a 
small ant), shall see it. 


[Surah az-Zalzalah 98:7, 8] 


It was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar #2 that he gave a raisin 
seed in charity, and he was asked about that and asked 
what value it had. He replied: 


$3)5 Slate cys Apell ode 3 CS oS 


How do you think this compares to an atom? 


So the person should not belittle any charity, even if it is 
small. He gives according to his ability. Give one riyal or 
five riyal, a mouth of food to the beggar, or one or two 
dates. And we have mentioned before that a woman 
came to the home of the Prophet £6 with her two daugh- 
ters asking for food. ‘Aisha’ & said that she did not find 


a In another narration it mentions, “A poor person requested food from 


‘Aisha’, the mother of the believers, and there was a raisin in front of her. She 
said to someone, “Take this raisin and give it to her.’ So he began to look at her 
in amazement. She replied, “Are you amazed? How do you think this compares 
to an atom?” [Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr 1881] 
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anything in the home except for three dates, so she took 
them and gave them to the woman. The woman gave each 
of her daughters a date and she took the third date to eat 
for herself. Her two daughters quickly ate their dates and 
requested the third one from their mother. Thus she split 
the date into two halves and gave it to them, and she did 
not eat anything. 


4 
Fy .- 


7 We said, “I was amazed by her action, and when 
the Prophet ee returned I informed him of what had 
occurred.” He said: 


Bai igs Gla) cn alo 


Verily, because of it Allah has made Paradise 
_ obligatory for her.*” 


This is due to the mercy she showed to her daughters by 
splitting the date between the two of them and not eating 
anything herself. This is proof that charity, even if it is only 
a little, accompanied with sincerity and truthfulness, will 
bring about a great deal of good. Thus, you give charity 
according to your capability. Some are able to give one 
hundred riyal, some can give one thousand, while some 
can only give one or two. And some people may only be 
able to give a date, a mouthful of food, or a garment. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


& SaLGu) be alll \saild 


So fear Allah as much as you are able. 
[Surah at-Taghabun 64:16] 


97 ~=Sahih Muslim 2730 
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And We shall set up balances of justice on the 
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt 
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the 


weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And 
sufficient are We as Reckoners. 


[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:47] 


We ask Allah to grant success to us all. 
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The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


During the standing on the Day of Judgment, there will 
be the pond granted to the Prophet we Its water is whiter 
than milk and sweeter than honey. There are more glasses 
for it than there are stars in the sky. Its length is a month 
and its width is a month. Whoever drinks from it will 
never be thirsty again. 


The bridge will be laid over the middle of the Hellfire. It 
is the bridge which is between Paradise and the Fire. The 
people will cross it according to their actions. Some will 
cross it like the blink of an eye, and some will cross it like 
lightning. Some will cross it like a fast wind and some will 
cross it like a racehorse. Some will cross it like a fast camel 
and some will cross it running. Some will walk across it 
and some will crawl. Some will be snatched and thrown 
into the Fire. The bridge has thorns that will cut the people 
according to their actions. 


Whoever crosses the bridge enters Paradise. After crossing 
the first bridge, they will be made to stand at the second 
bridge between Paradise and the Fire. At this point, the 
people will take retribution from each other. When they 
are purified, they will be granted permission to enter 
Paradise. 


Se 
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EXPLANATION 


This is concerning the pond and the bridge. The pond 
granted to the Prophet 28 is al-Kawthar. 


6 FSi Atithel G > 
Indeed, We have granted you, [O Muhammad], 
al-Kawthar. 
[Surah al-Kawthar 108:1] 


This means the pond receives its water from the Kawthar, 
as al-Kawthar is in Paradise. The pond receives water from 
two channels coming from al-Kawthar. The pond will be 
upon the earth receiving water from al-Kawthar. It will be 
presented to the believers who followed Muhammad we 
Its length is a month, and its width is a month. It has more 
glasses than there are stars in the sky. Its water is whiter 
than milk, and its taste is sweeter than honey. Whoever 
drinks from it will never be thirsty again until they enter 
the Paradise. The believers will drink from it, and they 
are the followers of Muhammad we and a group will be 
pushed away from it. He we will say, “O our Lord, why?” 
It will be said: 
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Verily they continued to turn away on their heels since you 
left them.” 


Thus they will be prevented from drinking from the 
pond and the Prophet will say to them, “Let the one who 
changed after me, get far away from me.” 


8 Sahih al-Bukhari 4625 
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This proves that the pond is specifically for the believers 
who died following the Prophet we upon his religion. As 
for those who apostated after the Prophet oe or those 
who left the religion during any era, they will not drink 
from the pond. The only people who will drink from the 
pond are the believers who followed the Prophet we 


The other prophets, likewise, have ponds which are 
distinct from his pond. But his pond is the most complete. 
Some will try to drink from the pond who are not deserv- 
ing of it, like a strange camel, but no one will drink from 
it except for the truthful believers. As for those who left 
the religion, they will have no portion of it, and there is no 
power or might except with Allah. We ask Him to allow 
us and you to drink from it. 


The bridge will be laid over the middle of the Hellfire. 
This is the bridge, the path over the middle of the Hellfire; 
whoever falls from it falls into the Fire. Everyone who 
enters Paradise will have to cross it. 


a Genie Leis hy le GIS iy VY) Sis Uy > 
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There is not one of you but will pass over it 

(Hell); this is with your Lord; a Decree which 

must be accomplished. Then We will save those 

who feared Allah and leave the wrongdoers 
within it, on their knees. 


[Surah Maryam 19:71, 72] 


The believer will cross it and be saved. As for other than 
the believers, they will not cross it at all; instead, they will 
be driven directly to the Fire. We ask Allah for safety and 
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security. The people will cross over the bridge. Some of 
the believers will cross it like the blinking of an eye, and 
some of them will cross it like lightning. Some will cross it 
like a racehorse, and some will cross it like the wind. This 
will all be based upon their actions. Some will cross over 
it crawling; some portion of it they will stand and other 
portions they will crawl. Some people will be snatched 
off the bridge and thrown into the Fire. We ask Allah 
for safety and security. All of this will be based upon the 
actions the person died upon. 


No one will be saved except for the truthful believer, and 
other than the believers will be in the Fire. We ask Allah for 
safety and security. Some of the people will be scratched 
and then they will be saved, while some of them will fall 
into the Fire and they will be punished according to their 
sins and transgressions, then Allah will remove them from 
the Fire and place them into Paradise. No one will remain 
in the Fire except for the disbelievers. 


As for the sinners from the Muslims who fall into the 
Fire, they will be punished for a time period according 
to their sins, and then Allah will allow intercession for 
them, so they will be interceded for. The one who will 
have the greatest intercession for the people is our Prophet 
Muhammad ee Allah will allow him to intercede for a 
number of the sinners, so he will do so. Thus they will be 
removed from the Fire. He will intercede four times; each 
time Allah will allow him to remove a certain number of 
sinners from the Fire. 


There will remain in the Fire a group of sinners from this 
ummah who were not included in the intercession. Allah 
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will remove them from the Fire after that by His virtue 
and mercy. They will be removed from the Fire and taken 
to Paradise. They will be placed in the River of Life and 
they will grow like a seed in a flowing stream. When 
their creation is complete, they will be permitted to enter 
Paradise. 


For this reason the believer must know that it is obliga- 
tory to be diligent upon the means of obtaining safety. 
This is a very dangerous matter, not concerning the pond 
but concerning the bridge. It is obligatory upon us to ask 
Allah for a good ending, and to strive to be firm upon the 
truth and to be upright. One must be wary of disobeying 
Allah the Exalted, and he must be diligent upon repent- 
ing. Every time he slips by committing sins, he must rush 
to repentance. No one is infallible, but we must adhere to 
repentance every time we fall into shortcomings and sins. 
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And those who, when they have committed an 
immorality or wronged themselves with evil, 
remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their 
sins—and none can forgive sins but Allah— 
and do not persist in what (wrong) they have 
done, while they know. For such, the reward is 
Forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with 
rivers flowing underneath (Paradise), wherein 
they shall abide forever. How excellent is this 
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reward for the doers (who do righteous deeds 
according to Allah's orders). 


[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:135, 136] 


The believer always takes himself to account and observes 
himself. He is not impressed by himself and he does not 
consider his actions a favor; rather, he struggles against 
himself, [so that] perhaps he may be saved. 
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And those who give that which they give (and 
also do other good deeds) with their hearts full 
of fear, because they are sure to return to their 


Lord (for reckoning). It is these who race for the 
good deeds, and they are foremost in them. 


[Surah al-Mu'minun 23:60, 61] 


Ibn Abi Malikah said, “I met thirty of the Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah W2 all of them fear hypocrisy for 
themselves. There was not one of them who said he was 
upon the zman of Jibril and Mika‘iL.’ 


Ibrahim ibn Yazid at-Tamimi said, “I have not presented 
my statements against my actions except that I feared that 
I would be untruthful.” 


Thus it is obligatory to be cautious, and to not consider our 
actions as a favor or become impressed with our actions. 
Allah only accepts from the pious. So the person must 
struggle with himself and know his shortcomings so he 
can struggle against them. He must adhere to repentance 
until Allah is pleased with him. We ask Allah to grant us 
all success and guidance. 
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THE FIRST ONE TO REQUEST PARADISE TO OPEN, 
AND THE FIRST TO ENTER IT, WILL BE OUR PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD ve AND HE WILL HAVE A NUMBER OF 
INTERCESSIONS IN THE NEXT LIFE 
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The first one to request Paradise to open will be 
Muhammad ue and the first to enter it from the nations 
will be his ummah. And on the Day of Judgment he will 
have three types of intercessions. 


The First Intercession 

He will intercede for the people standing on the Day 
of Judgment; the judgment will begin after the people 
request intercession from the other prophets: Adam, Nah, 
Ibrahim, Musa, and ‘Isa the son of Maryam sth . They will 
refuse [to intercede] and it will end with him. 


The Second Intercession 


He will intercede for the inhabitants of Paradise to enter 
it. These first two types of intercession are specific to him. 


The Third Intercession 

He will intercede for those who deserve to enter the Fire, 
and this intercession is for him, all of the prophets, the 
truthful, and other than them. He will intercede for those 
who deserve to enter the Fire to keep them from entering 
it, and he will intercede for those who entered it to come 
out of it. 
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Allah will remove a group of people from the Fire without 
intercession; instead, He will remove them by His virtue 
and mercy. There will remain in Paradise empty space 
after the people of the world have entered it, so Allah will 
create a new people and enter them into Paradise. 


The next life contains various categories such as the 
judgment, the reward, the punishment, Paradise, and the 
Fire. The details of those are mentioned in the books sent 
down from the heavens and knowledge from the prophets, 
and the knowledge left as inheritance from Muhammad 
ve is sufficient; whoever seeks it will find it. 
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EXPLANATION 


The author, may Allah have mercy upon him, said that the 
first person to seek to open the door of Paradise will be 
Muhammad #, our prophet. He will be the first to seek 
to open Paradise, and Allah the Exalted ordered that the 
doors of Paradise will not be opened for anyone before 
him we He will be the first to seek to open Paradise, the 
first one to knock on its doors. The gatekeeper of Paradise 
will say, “I have been ordered to not open the door for 
anyone before you.” 


The first to enter Paradise from the nations will be his 
ummah, after the prophets al have entered Paradise. The 
ummah of Muhammad ie is the best of all the nations; his 
ummah will be the first of the nations to enter Paradise. 


He will have three types of intercessions on the Day 
of Judgment. He will have the greatest intercession for 
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the people standing on the Day of Judgment so that the 
judgment will start. This will happen after the intercession 
has been sought from the other prophets sth . The people 
will go to Adam, Nah, Ibrahim, Masa, and ‘Isa the son of 
Maryam sf. When the situation becomes difficult for the 
people standing, they will go to Adam $5 | and say]: 
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“You are the father of mankind; Allah created you with His 
Own Hand, and breathed into you of His Spirit (meaning 
the spirit which he created for you); and ordered the angels 
to prostrate before you; so (please) intercede for us with your 
Lord. Don't you see the state we are in? Don't you see what 
condition we have reached?” Adam will say, “Today my Lord 
has become angry as He has never been before, nor will he ever 
become so after. He forbade me (to eat of the fruit of) the tree, 
but I disobeyed Him. Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone 
else; go to Nuh.” 


So they will go to Nuh and say (to him), “O Nih! You were 
the first (of Allah's messengers) to the people of the earth, and 
Allah has named you a thankful slave; please intercede for us 
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with your Lord. Don't you see the state we are in?” He will 
say, “Today my Lord has become angry as He has never been 
before nor will he ever be after. I had (in the world) the right to 
make one definitely accepted invocation, and I made it against 
my nation. Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone else; go to 
Ibrahim.” 


They will go to Ibrahim and say, “O Ibrahim! You are Allah's 
messenger and His khalil from among the people of the earth; 
so please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see the 
state we are in?” He will say to them, “Today my Lord has 
become angry as He has never been before nor will he ever be 
after. I told three lies (Abu Haiyan, the sub-narrator, mentioned 
them in the hadith). Myself! Myself! Myself! Go to someone 
else; go to Musa.” 


The people will then go to Misa and say, “O Masa! You are 
Allah's messenger, and Allah gave you superiority above the 
others with this message and with His direct speech to you; 
(please) intercede for us with your Lord. Don't you see the state 
we are in?” Musa will say, “My Lord has today become angry 
as He has never been before, nor will He be after; I killed a 
person whom I had not been ordered to kill. Myself! Myself! 
Myself! Go to someone else; go to ‘Isa.” | 


So they will go to ‘Isa and say, “O ‘Isa! You are Allah's messen- 
ger and His Word which He sent to Mary, a superior soul 
created by Him, and you talked to the people while still young 
in the cradle. Please intercede for us with your Lord. Don't 
you see the state we are in?” ‘Isa will say, “My Lord has today 
become angry as He has never been before nor will He ever be 
after.” ‘Isa will not mention any sin, but he will say, “Myself! 
Myself! Myself! Go to someone else; go to Muhammad.” 


So they will come to me [Muhammad] and say, “O Muhammad! 
You are Allah's messenger and the last of the prophets, and 
Allah forgave your early and late sins. (Please) intercede for us 
with your Lord. Don't you see the state we are in?" The Prophet 
#@ added, "Then I will go beneath Allah's Throne and fall in 
prostration before my Lord. And then Allah will guide me to 
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such praises and glorification of Him as He has never guided 
anybody else before me. Then it will be said, “O Muhammad, 
raise your head. Ask, and it will be granted. Intercede and it 
(your intercession) will be accepted.”” 


He will intercede for the inhabitants of Paradise to enter 
it, then he will intercede again for the people who entered 
the Fire because of their sins and transgression. Allah will 
grant him a number of people, and he will remove them 
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again and Allah will 
grant him a number of people, so he will remove them 
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again, so Allah will 
grant him a number of people and he will remove them 
from the Fire. Then he will intercede again and Allah will 
grant him a number of people, and he will remove them 
from the Fire. This will occur four times. 


The prophets will intercede, as well as the believers and 
the child who died before puberty. All of them will inter- 
cede on this great day. There will remain in the Fire a 
group from the people of tawhid who were not included 
in the intercession. There will remain in the Fire a group 
of the Muslims who entered the Fire due to their sins, and 
Allah will remove them by way of His mercy without the 
intercession of anyone. They will have been burnt by the 
Fire and become coal, so they will be thrown into the River 
of Life. They will grow like a seed in a flowing stream; 
when their creation is complete, Allah will enter them into 
Paradise by His virtue and mercy. No person of tawhid will 
remain in the Fire. No one will remain in the Fire except 
for the disbelievers, those whom Allah has decreed will 
remain in the Fire forever due to their disbelief. 


°? =~ Sahih al-Bukhari 236 


b72 


Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz 


As Allah the Exalted said: 


ae lay agile hus gellecl al agai as b 
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Thus will Allah show them their deeds as regrets 


upon them. And they are never to emerge from 
the Fire. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:167] 


And He said concerning them: 
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Whenever it abates, We shall increase for them 
the fierceness of the Fire. 

[Surah al-Isra' 17:97] 


And the Exalted said concerning them: 
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So taste you (the results of your evil actions); no 


increase shall We give you, except in torment. 
[Surah an-Naba' 78:30] 


And He said concerning them: 


Late Caml am Leg Sl Ge Ipaiaa OI Gotan ® 
€ fie Ge pels 

They will long to get out of the Fire, but never 

will they get out therefrom, and theirs will be a 
lasting torment. 


[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:37] 


We seek refuge in Allah from this. And He said concern- 


ing them: 
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Therein they will cry, "Our Lord! Bring us out, 
we Shall do righteous good deeds, not (the evil 
deeds) that we used to do." (Allah will reply), 
"Did We not give you lives long enough, so 
that whoever would receive admonition, could 
receive it? And the warner came to you. So taste 
you (the evil of your deeds). For the wrongdoers 
there is no helper." 


[Surah Fatir 35:37] 


This is their condition and their final destination will be a 
lasting torment. We ask Allah for safety and security. The 
Fire will never end, and they will never come out of it. 


As for the details of what will occur on the Day of 
Judgment, such as the scales, the scrolls, and the great fear, 
all of this is present. Some of this is in the Qur’an and some 
can be found in the authentic narrations. We ask Allah for 
safety and security, and there is no might or power except 
with Allah. 
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BELIEF IN DIVINE DECREE AND ITS LEVELS ACCORDING 
TO AHLUS SUNNAH WAL JAMA’ AH 


Seca eS ca 


The author—may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


The saved sect from Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah believes 
in divine decree, the good of it and the bad of it. Belief in 
divine decree has two levels, and each level contains two 
things. | 


The First Level 


Belief that Allah the Exalted has full knowledge of the 
creation, working according to His ancient knowledge, 
which is from His infinite descriptions. He knows all of 
their conditions, from obedience, sins, provision, and lifes- 
pan. Allah wrote the decree of all creation in the Preserved 
Tablet. The first thing Allah created was the Pen and He 
said to it, “Write.” The Pen said, “What shall I write?” He 
said, “Write everything which is going to happen until the 
Day of Judgment.” 


Thus whatever befalls a person was not going to miss 
him, and whatever he misses was not going to befall him. 
The ink has dried and the scroll has been folded. As the 
Exalted said: 


ANS G) Yaw lly elaidl a Ue aly alll 3 als ail p 
€ SaG al ge ab G os yA 


Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the 
heavens and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the 
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Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-Mahfadh). Verily! 
That is easy for Allah. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:70] 


And the Exalted said: 


Y) aSagil 8 Vy QagY) a Aine’ fe Glial Le ® 
& Sao all He al §) wh OI UB be Hs 3 
No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves 
but is inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh 


al-Mahfidh), before We bring it into existence. 
Verily, that is easy for Allah. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:22] 


This decree which follows His knowledge is general and 
detailed. He has written in the Preserved Tablet what He 
willed. 


When the fetus is created, before the soul is blown into it, 
an angel is sent to it. He is ordered to write four things: his 
provision, his lifespan, his actions, and if he will be fortu- 
nate or miserable. This is the decree which is denied by 
the extreme Qadariyyah of old, and a few people deny it 
today. 


The Second Level 

This is the will of Allah which is implemented and His 
comprehensive decree. This is belief that whatever Allah 
wills is going to happen, and whatever He does not will 
is not going to happen. And there is no movement in 
the heavens or upon the earth, or anything which is still 
without movement, except by the will of Allah the Exalted. 
Nothing occurs in His kingdom except what He wills, and 
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He has power over all things, those things which exist and 
those things which do not exist. 


There is nothing upon the earth or in the heavens except 
that its Creator is Allah. There is no Creator other than 
Him, and there is no Lord other than Him. He commanded 
the slaves to obey Him and to obey His messengers, and 
He prohibited them from disobeying Him. He loves the 
pious, those who do good, and those who are fair and just. 
He is pleased with those who believe and do righteous 
actions. He does not love the disbelievers and He is not 
pleased with the sinners. He does not command with evil, 
and He is not pleased for His slaves to disbelieve. He does 
not love corruption. 


The slaves do their actions, in reality, while Allah is the 
One who created their actions. And “the slaves” includes 
the believer and the disbeliever, the pious and the wicked, 
and those who pray and fast. The slaves have the power to 
do actions, and they have desire and choice. Allah is their 
Creator, and He created their power and their choice. © 


As the Exalted said: 
aM elds GI) Gye LS lay ass OI aie eld Gal & 


€ Gulla G5 
To whomever among you who wills to walk 


straight; and you do not will except that Allah 
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists). 


[Sirah at-Takwir 81:28, 29] 


This level of the divine decree is denied by the general 
Qadariyyah, those who the Prophet we called “the 
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Magians of this ummah.”© There is also a group of people 
who affirm the divine decree to such an extreme that they 
say the slave has no power and no choice, so they are 
removed from the actions of Allah and His rulings. 


SS oe ee ee an eae ee RE 


EXPLANATION 


This is from the most important and comprehensive 
studies; it is tremendous. It is connected to the divine 
decree. The author clarified it, as did Ibn al-Qayyim in the 
book Shifa’ al-‘Alil in “The Explanation of the Affairs of 
Divine Decree and Its Wisdom.” 


Here the author explains the affair of the decree with a 
very clear explanation. From the foundational beliefs of 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah and from the attributes of the 
Saved Sect is belief in divine decree, the good of it and 
the bad of it. The Saved Sect believes in divine decree, the 
good of it and the bad of it, from every standpoint. 


Belief in divine decree has two levels and each level 
contains two things. Therefore, belief in divine decree 
contains four matters. They are called “the four levels of 
decree.” Whoever believes in them has believed in the 
divine decree. 


The first level: The knowledge; Allah knows everything. 


The second level: Everything has been written. 


6 ~~ Sunan Abi Dawtd 4691: Narrated from Ibn “Umar, the Prophet Ue said, 
“The Qadariyyah are the Magians of this ummah. If they are ill, do not pay a sick 
visit to them, and if they die, do not attend their funerals.” 
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The third level: Whatever Allah wills to happen is going to 
happen, and whatever He does not will to happen is not 
going to happen. 


The fourth level: The creation and bringing into existence 
[of everything by Allah]. Allah is the Creator of everything 
and He has no partner in His creation or in His arranging 
the affairs. 


These are the four levels of divine decree. Allah knows 
everything and His knowledge encompasses everything. 
He said: 


€ BME sie US all 5 > 
Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 
[Surah al-Anfal 8:75] 
And He said: 


Lis} Ball Gly Sach eck US le alll Gl [pelea » 
That you may know that Allah has power over 


all things, and that Allah surrounds (compre- 
hends) all things in (His) knowledge. 


[Surah at-Talag 65:12] 
This knowledge is ancient; it was never absent and it 


will always be present. There is nothing hidden from His 
knowledge. 


cst Wy WD) 668 89 Sle Ce ALY Ge Cajay Leg 
—& Gate GUS AY) FSI Yy all Go jatel ‘Yy ¢ Latall 


And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much 
as) the weight of an atom (or small ant) on the 
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earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that 
or what is greater than that but it is (written) in a 
Clear Record. 


[Surah Yunus 10:61] 


He knows everything that occurs and everything that 
exists in this life and the next, and there is nothing hidden 
from Him. In addition to His knowledge of all things, it is 
also written down. 


As the Exalted said: 


AUS GY aay lal) ga Ue aby ain Uf ass all p 
& Sud all Lle ah 6) ots 3 

Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the 

heavens and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the 


Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh al-Mahfudh). Verily! 
That is easy for Allah. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:70] 
And the Exalted said: 
SY) Saath Gay GaN Gf dames be Glial be 
sec all fe AS gy WS OB be GES 
No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves 
but is inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (al-Lawh 


al-Mahfudh), before We bring it into existence. 
Verily, that is easy for Allah. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:22] 


And the Prophet we said: 


Pat: 3 e oe $ 5 ne ee 4 °% ae ° ‘ a ow z 42 
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Allah ordained the measures of the creation fifty thousand 
years before He created the heavens and the earth, as His 
Throne was upon water. 


He wrote everything in the Preserved Tablet. The Pen 
wrote everything which will occur until the Day of 
Judgment. 


The first level contains two matters: the knowledge and 
the writing. 


The second level contains two matters: the will [of Allah], 
and the creation and bringing into existence. Allah’s will 
is implemented. Whatever Allah wills to happen will 
happen, and whatever He does not will to happen will not 
happen. And He is the Creator of everything. 


As the Exalted said: 
al £003 GY) Gygp Lith bag aiid Ol pSbe 21 dal p 


& Gulltall Sy 


To whomever among you who wills to walk 
straight; and you do not will except that Allah 
wills, Lord of the ‘Alamin (all that exists). 


[Siirah at-Takwir 81:28, 29] 
And the Exalted said: 
& gig US GIA lll p 
Allah is the Creator of all things. 
[Surah ar-Ra’d 13:16] 


Therefore He knows all things, He wrote them, and He is 
the Creator of all things. Whatever He wills to happen will 
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happen, and whatever He does not want to happen will 
not happen. 


The slaves have actions and they are the doers of those 
actions, meaning they have real actions which are 
attributed to them. Some of them pray, some fast, some 
perform Hajj, some fornicate and steal, some buy and sell, 
some get married while others get divorced. All of this 
is from their actions. Allah created them and He created 
their actions. 


As the Exalted said: 
& Gyplasdi Leg aSGlA Allly 


While Allah created you and that which you do? 
[Surah as-Saffat 37:96] 


He loves the pious, those who do good, and those who 
are fair and just, while He is not pleased with those who 
do evil. He does not love the disbelievers and He is not 
pleased that His slaves should disbelieve. He does not 
love corruption. He loves good and the people who do 
good. He hates evil and the people who do evil. He loves 
faith and piety, while He hates evil disbelief and misguid- 
ance. Every person shall find it easy to do what he was 
created for. 


When the Companions asked the Prophet we why they 
should perform actions if the matter was already decided 
and written down, he replied: 


sadacd BSREN IAT ty OW a TSG AD ab Ue fot SG ciple 


A“ 
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“Perform actions, for everyone will find it easy to do what he 
was created for.” He added, “For someone who is one of the 
people of happiness, it is easy for him to perform the actions of 
happiness. For someone who is one of the people of wretched- 
ness, it is easy for him to perform the actions of wretchedness.”” 


The first level is the knowledge of Allah, and this is denied 
by the extreme Qadariyyah of old. Then they returned 
from that belief, such that it is only held by a few people 
today, as the author mentioned. Thus Allah knows every- 
thing and He has written everything down. 


As for the second level, it is that Allah is the Creator of 
everything and His will is implemented. This is denied 
by the general Qadariyyah, including the Mu’tazilah 
and other than them. The Prophet #5 called them the 
Magians of this ummah. The Magians are those who say 
this universe has two creators: the light is the creator of 
good, while the darkness is the creator of evil. They are 
those who make the people partners with Allah concern- 
ing their actions. They say the people create their own 
actions and they are not decreed to perform these actions; 
they are the ones who do these actions, while Allah did not 
create these actions. This belief is from their ignorance and 
misguidance. They are the Mu’tazilah and the Qadariyyah 
who negate [the attributes of Allah]. By way of this belief 
they have belied Allah and His Messenger, and by way of 
this belief they are disbelievers. 


There are also those from the Qadariyyah who believe the 
people are compelled; they are the Jahmiyyah and those 
who resemble them. They say the slave is compelled and 


62 Al-Adab al-Mufrad 903 
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has no actions of his own, and he has no choice. This group 
is also misguided. They are the Jahmiyyah who negate 
the attributes of Allah. They combined between negat- 
ing His attributes and saying the person is compelled 
upon his actions. They say we are all forced [to do our 
actions] and we have no choice in the matter. All of these 
groups are misguided: the Jahmiyyah, the Mu’tazilah, 
the Qadariyyah, and the Shi’a. The Shi’a are also from the 
Mu'tazilah who negate the divine decree. 


The divine decree has details. There is the previous decree 
and there is the decree with occurs in detail. This [detailed 
decree] is the decree for the fetus while in the womb of his 
mother, that which is decreed on the Night of Power, and 
the decree which occurred when Allah wiped Adam’s back 
and took from it his offspring. This is the detailed decree. 
The yearly decree, the decree on the Night of Power, the 
daily decree—all of these are details for the previously 
written decree. Nothing from the detailed decree will 
differ from what was written in the previous decree. 


For this reason, when the Companions said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, if our places in the Fire and our places in Paradise 
are known, and everything is decreed, then should we do 
actions?” he replied: 


AS GI 6S AEA SS IIS Yo Iglctt Y 
Strive and do not rely upon that, for it will be made easy for 
each person to do that for which he was created.” 


Then he recited: 


6 —Sunan Ibn Majah 82 
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This study is tremendous, and it must be memorized and 
preserved. This is because all of the deviant groups oppose 
this ‘agidah, and this is the ‘agidah of the Prophet we and 


Imam 'Abdul 'Aziz Bin Baz 
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As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his 

duty to Allah and fears Him, and believes in 

al-Husna, We will make smooth for him the path 

of ease (goodness). But he who is a greedy miser 

and thinks himself self-sufficient and denies 

al-Husna, We will make smooth for him the path 
for evil. 


[Surah al-Layl 92:5-10] 


his Companions < 2. May Allah grant us all success. 
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THE LIMIT OF FAITH AND THE RULING FOR 
THOSE WHO COMMIT MAJOR SINS ACCORDING TO 
AHLUS SUNNAH WAL JAMA’ AH 


sgieasegeaeneastisnaaaee seats sienna eee 


The author— may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’‘ah is that the religion and faith is comprised of both 
statement and action. It is a statement of the heart and the 
tongue, and actions of the heart, tongue, and limbs. Faith 
increases with obedience and decreases with disobedi- 
ence. 


Despite this, they do not declare the people of the giblah 
(i.e. Muslims) to be disbelievers based upon them trans- 
eressing or committing major sins, as the Khawarijj do. But 
rather the brotherhood upon faith remains firm, despite 
their sins. 


As Allah the Exalted mentioned concerning the verse of 
retribution: 


& Layirally Bl e758 asl bye Al (de Yad 
But whoever overlooks from his’ brother 
anything, then there should be a suitable 


follow-up and payment to him with good 
conduct. 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:178] 
And He said: 
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And if two parties or groups among the believers 
fall to fighting, then make peace between them 
both, but if one of them rebels against the other, 
then fight you (all) against the one which rebels 
till it complies with the Command of Allah; 
then if it complies, make reconciliation between 
them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah 
loves those who are equitable. The believers 
are nothing other than brothers (in the Islamic 
religion). So make reconciliation between your 
brothers. 


[Surah al-Hujurat 49:9, 10] 
The sinner is not completely removed from the religion of 
Islam, and the sinners will not remain in the Fire as the 


Mu’tazilah say. Rather, the sinner may be included in the 
term “iman” from one Se aS as the Exalted said: 


@ Aine 48) Syn b 
Then the freeing of a believing slave. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:92] 


And the sinner may not be included in the term “iman” 
from another standpoint, as Allah the Exalted said: 


Naty Seisll = AlN 583 1 Gaal Gghaball Led] B 
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when 
His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them, 
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they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they 
put their trust in their Lord (alone). 


[Surah al-Anfal 8:2] 
And the Prophet ue said: 


yee Meg wy A, g An oe Ke wm 88 Pe YY (8 oe 6 
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment 
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer 
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the 
moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the 
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.“ 


We say he is a believer with deficient faith, or a believer 
due to his faith and a sinner due to his transgressions. 
Thus the term “faith” is not applied to him in the absolute 
sense nor is it absolutely removed from him. 
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EXPLANATION 


This is a tremendous study from the ‘agidah of Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. Iman is statement and action. It is 
a statement upon the heart and the tongue, and actions 
upon the heart and the limbs. This is what Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah are upon in contrast to the Murji’ah from 
the Mu’tazilah and the Murji’ah from the Khawarij. But 
the Khawarij agree with the limit of faith (meaning that 
it is statement and action); however, they say it does not 
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increase or decrease. 


The Mu’tazilah also believe that faith does not increase or 
decrease; rather they say it is either completely present or 
completely absent. For this reason, they deem the sinner 
to be a disbeliever and they say he will remain in the Fire 
forever. The Mu’tazilah agree with the Khawarij concern- 
ing the destination of the sinner in the next life, as they say 
he will remain in the Fire forever. 


The Murji’ah say actions are not a part of iman. They say 
faith is only a statement, or only affirmation, or affirma- 
tion along with a statement. All of these groups are astray. 


The correct position which Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah are 
upon is that iman is statement and action. It is a statement 
with the heart and the tongue, and action of the heart and 
limbs. 


Loving Allah, fearing Him, and sincerity are actions 
of the heart. Being truthful is an action of the heart. 
Remembrance of Allah is an action of the limbs. Prayer, 
charity, fasting, Hajj, and jihad are from the actions of the 
limbs. According to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah, iman is 
statement and action which increases by obedience and 
decreases due to sins. 


His statement, “Iman is statement and action,” includes the 
belief of the Khawarij and Mu’tazilah, while his statement, 
“Iman increases and decreases,” excludes the belief of the 
Khawarij and Mu’tazilah, and this refutes them. And the 
Murji’ah do not believe iman is statement and action. 


It is obligatory upon the believer to have this correct 
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‘agidah and to work according to what it necessitates. 


From the belief of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamda’ah is that the 
sinner is not removed from Islam nor is he completely 
removed from iman, and he will not remain in the Fire 
forever. The Khawarij say the sinner has no faith, while the 
Mu’ tazilah say the sinner will remain in the Fire forever. 


The term iman is also applied to the sinner as the Exalted 
said: 
G Lehe 4) Jpn } 


Then the freeing of a believing slave. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:92] 


And He said: 


& all 168) ipkal Gat) tel GD 
O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:119] 


Therefore the sinner is also being addressed in the state- 
ment, “O you who believe.” As for when this is mentioned 
as a praise, then the sinner is not included, such as in His 
statement: 


Nay deal = al) 583 Ja) Gadll Gshahall Led] ® 
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when 
His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them, 


they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they 
put their trust in their Lord (alone). 


[Surah al-Anfal 8:2] 
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And his statement: - 
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment 
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer 
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the 
moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the 
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.® 


} : Sikiz 
And his statement we. 
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He who slaps the cheeks, tears the clothes, and follows the 
traditions of the days of ignorance is not from us. 


By this it is known that the complete believer is not 
included in those who are dispraised; rather, the deficient 
believer is the one who is included amongst them. “No 
one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment he is 
committing it.” This means he does not have complete faith. 
This term “evil” is not applied to the complete believer. 
The term “believers” also includes the sinners, such as His 
statement, “O you who believe,” and His statement: 


¢ Uap a fe Cot 8p 
Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. 
[Sirah Ali ‘Imran 3:19] 


‘ Wwkiz 
And his statement we. 


6° Sunan an-Nasa'i 4870 
66 = Sahih al-Bukhari 1298 


192 


The Explanation of al-'Agidah al-Wasitiyyah 


splined) gor} plore! 
The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim.” 


This includes those who are sinners and those who are not 
sinners. But when the term “faith” is applied as praise, 
the sinners are not included, despite the term applying to 
them in general. Such as His statement: 


& Cassell £ 1B ech asl bye al ae ed 
But whoever overlooks from his brother 
anything, then there should be a suitable 


follow-up and payment to him with good 
conduct. 


[Surah al-Bagqarah 2:178] 


He called them brothers although they fight one another. 
And He said: 


& B58) Culehall Lei] } 


The believers are nothing other than brothers (in 
the Islamic religion). 


[Surah al-Hujurat 49:9, 10] 


Although they might transgress against one another, He 
still called them brothers. 


In summary, the term “iman” is applied to the sinner. 
& Wiel Gill tel GB 


O you who believe! 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:104] 


6” Sahih Muslim 2442 
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Then the caiies of a believing slave. 
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:92] 


_ But the sinner does not have complete faith and he is not 
included when the term “iman” is used as a praise such as 
the statement of the Exalted: 


Waly Redsld Calg AlN 553 13) Gat Gobepall Lal} 
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The believers are only those who, when Allah is 

mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when 

His verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto them, 

they (i.e. the verses) increase their faith; and they 
put their trust in their Lord (alone). 


[Surah al-Anfal 8:2] 
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No one who commits fornication is a believer at the moment 
when he is committing it, no one who drinks wine is a believer 
at the moment he is drinking it, no thief is a believer at the 
moment when he is stealing, and no robber is a believer at the 
moment when he is robbing and the people are looking on.® 


This is because sins remove complete faith. So the sinner 
is called a Muslim and a believer with weak faith, or he 
is called a believer due to his faith and a sinner due to his 
transgressions. Thus the term “believer” is not unrestrict- 
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edly applied to him, nor is it unrestrictedly removed from 
him. The sinner is not called a complete believer nor is it 
said that he is not a believer. 


This is a refutation against the Mu’tazilah and the 
Khawarij so that the believer can be upon the ‘agidah of 
Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah concerning this great study in 
which the people have erred. 
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THE 'AQIDAH OF AHLUS SUNNAH 
CONCERNING THE COMPANIONS AND THE 
HOUSEHOLD OF THE PROPHET 2 


SSIS SSS SSS Sea ence ge 
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From the foundational principles of Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama‘ah is that their hearts and tongues are safe and 
sound when it comes to the Companions of the Messenger 
of Allah £8. As Allah the Exalted has described them: 


Labpbyyy UE abt Uy sheds pasts Ge ISLE Guill p 
Joial GyAll De gl 24 Ua Yy Gla gate Gull 
& ba) Cae) ol Up 
And those who came after them say, “Our Lord! 
Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded 
us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred 


against those who have believed. Our Lord! You 
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful. 


[Surah al-Hashr 59:10] 


And this is obedience to the Messenger ed He said: 


A+ 7 
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SHEN OF) ody Cent SIGS glee! Itc VY gletel leit Y 
Absa Vg paust Le S531 w usd wet 4 gal 


Do not revile my Companions, do not revile my Companions. 
By Him in Whose Hand is my life, if one amongst you would 
have spent as much gold as Uhud it would not amount to as 
much as one mudd on behalf of one of them, or half of it.” 


” Sahih Muslim 2540 
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Ahlus Sunnah accept what has come in the Book and the 
Sunnah and from the consensus concerning the virtue 
and status of the Companions. Those who spent and 
fought before the conquest—and this was the treaty of 
Hudaybiyah—have a virtue over those who spent and 
fought after the conquest. And those from the Muhajirun 
have a virtue over the Ansar. 


And they believe that Allah said to the people of Badr (and 
they numbered about three hundred and ten): 


ae 24 ° jen P o. e ae ° 
ON C5fe LEG CS Ls Iglicl 
Do whatever you wish; I have forgiven you.” 


And no one who gave the pledge beneath the tree will 
enter the Fire, as we have been informed by the Prophet 
we And they numbered over fourteen hundred. 


Whoever the Prophet we guaranteed Paradise for, Ahlus 
Sunnah testify that they will be in Paradise, such as the 
ten promised Paradise, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas, and 
other Companions. They affirm what has been transmitted 
with numerous reports from the leader of the believers, 
“Ali ibn Abi Talib @2 and other than him, that the best of 
this ummah after its prophet is Abt Bakr, then ‘Umar, then 
‘Uthman is third, and “Ali is fourth. This is proven by the 
narrations. 


The Companions agreed that ‘Uthman was deserving of 
the pledge (before “Ali) although some of Ahlus Sunnah 
differed concerning ‘Uthman and ‘Ali 2 after they 
agreed on giving preference to Aba Bakr and ‘Umar. Some 
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of them preferred ‘Uthman over ‘Ali and some preferred | 
‘Ali over “Uthman. But it is affirmed with Ahlus Sunnah 
that “Uthman has preference and then ‘Ali. 


However, the affair of preferring ‘Uthman over “Ali is not 
an affair from the foundational matters such that the one 
who differs about it will be considered astray according to 
the consensus of Ahlus Sunnah. But the one who differs 
concerning who was rightly due leadership is astray. 
This is if they differ in the belief that the caliph after the 
Messenger of Allah Ug was Abt Bakr, then ‘Umar, then 
‘Uthman, and then ‘Ali. And whoever disparages the 
leadership of any of them is more astray than a domesti- 
cated donkey. | 


Ahlus Sunnah love the household of the Messenger of 
Allah ue they have alliance with them, and they obey the 
command of the Messenger ue concerning them. He said 
on the day of Ghadiir: 


ae dal 3 al Si 
I remind you of Allah with regard to the people of my 
household.” | 


And he also said to al-‘Abbas, his uncle, after he had 
complained to him concerning how some of the Quraish 
_ were treating Bani Hashim: 


sally U Spo cm Ngee Vote et oll 


I swear by the One who has my soul in His Hand, they will not 
believe until they love you for the sake of Allah, and due to 
your closeness to me.” 


72 Sahih Muslim 2408 
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And he said: 


Jeelah| 5 by Aatoly hed] alt) aly be dbs ai y 


Indeed Allah has chosen Isma'il from the children of Ibrahim, 
and He chose Bani Kinanah from the children of Isma'tl, 
and He chose the Quraish from Bani Kinanah, and He chose 
Bani Hashim from the Quraish, and He chose me from Bani 
Hashim.” 


And the wives of the Prophet <8 are the mothers of the 
believers, and they (Ahlus Sunnah) believe they will be his 
wives in the next life. Especially Khadijah WZ, the mother 
of most of his children, and the first to believe in him and 
support him with his affair. She has a very high status. 


And also the truthful woman, the daughter of the truthful 
. The one about whom the Prophet we said: 


pial) glo Je Ai [eas glad le able sai 


The superiority of ‘Aishah to other ladies is like the superiority 
of tharid to other kinds of food.” 


Ahlus Sunnah are free from the path of the Rafidah, those 
who hate the Companions and insult them, and they are 
free from the path of the Nawasib, those who harm the 
household of the Prophet with statement and action. 


Ahlus Sunnah refrain from speaking about what occurred 
between the Companions. They say, “As for the narrations 
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about those matters, some of them are fabricated, some 
have been added to, and some have been taken away 
from and altered.” The correct position is that they (the 
Companions) are excused, either due to deductive reason- 
ing which was correct or deductive reasoning which was 
incorrect. 


Along with this they do not believe that any of the 
Companions were safe from major or minor sins. Rather, 
as a whole, the Companions committed sins; but they have 
preference in the religion and virtue which necessitates 
they be forgiven for their mistakes. They will be forgiven 
for their sins in a way that those after them will not be 
forgiven. This is because they have good which will wipe 
away their sins, good deeds which others after them do 
not have. It has been affirmed that the Prophet we stated 
they are the best generation. 


And one mudd from one of them in charity is better than 
the equivalent of Mount Uhud in gold from those who 
came after them. If one of them committed a sin, they 
repented from it, or they did good deeds which erased 
their bad. Or they were forgiven for it due to their virtue 
of being foremost in Islam, or due to the intercession of 
Muhammad 8, as they are most deserving of his inter- 
cession. Or they were forgiven due to being tested in 
this worldly life, so it was atonement for them. This is 
the matter concerning actual sins, so how about the one 
who made deductive reasoning? If they were correct they 
received two rewards, and if they were incorrect they 
received one reward. The mistake is forgiven. 


And the sins some of them committed were minor in 
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comparison to their righteous actions such as belief in 
Allah and His Messenger, jihad in the cause of Allah, 
hijrah, helping each other, [having] beneficial knowledge, 
and righteous actions. 


Whoever looks at the biography of these people with 
knowledge and insight, with what Allah has favored them 
with, then he will know for certain that they are the best 
of the creation after the prophets. There has not been and 
there will not be anyone like them. They are the purest 
generation of this wmmah, which is the best of all nations. 


sesancananaananaesaneenencacgnn ens nenanaanae nana nanasanananaecanascasacaanacccnanaceacuan otstennananesnanaseesegnanasegnagnsascenciegrtanacnagenntnentcanaaeacacntntcncnannentcncets ecannsr or netecnanasnensaecoscasnanecaa neat anacanasnancecnanecnesasnatasnatasnapesiataanapattt at cnageanagnanasnnts naancnsciti 
sgrgegenanrenannenancanancanenanaat inant aiaar tat enna ata tate aa nA Sea asa SRS a aa 


EXPLANATION 


This section is from the best sections in this book, and 
from the most important sections of this book al-'Aqidah 
al-Wasitiyyah concerning the status of the Companions wi 
and it is a refutation against the Rafidah and a refutation 
against the Nawasib. This contains a clarification of their 
virtue and status #2. Thus it is a great section in which the 
author uses clear phrases. 


It is from the ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah to have 
sound hearts and tongues towards the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah “Their hearts are sound [towards 
the Companions], they love them, and they ask Allah to 
be pleased with them. This is because loving them is the 
religion, as they were the carriers of the religion to us, and 
the best generation. So loving them is the religion. Ahlus 
Sunnah love them for the sake of Allah, and their hearts 
are sound towards them; rather, their hearts are filled with 
love for them. Their tongues are safe concerning them, 
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so they do not insult them or criticize them, and they ask 
Allah to be pleased with them. They supplicate for them, 
in obedience to Allah. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


Uap WE 5a) G5 Gash anaes Gyo ISLA Gully B 
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And those who came after them say, “Our Lord! 
Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded 
us in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred 


against those who have believed. Our Lord! You 
are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful. 


[Surah al-Hashr 59:10] 


They preserve the advice of the Messenger of Allah 
concerning them: 


a“ “ 
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Do not revile my Companions, do not revile my Companions. 
By Him in Whose Hand is my life, if one amongst you would 
have spent as much gold as Uhud it would not amount to as 
much as one mudd on behalf of one of them, or half of it.” 


This is the description of the hearts and tongues of Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jama’ah towards the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah 328. They are the best of creation after 
the prophets al . There has not been and there will not be 
anyone like them #2. It is obligatory to love them for the 
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sake of Allah, to supplicate for Allah to be pleased with 
them, and to refrain from speaking about what occurred 
between them [of dispute]. We must believe they are the 
best generation, and the best of them are the rightly guided 
caliphs: Abt: Bakr as-Siddiq, then ‘Umar, then “Uthman, 
and then “Ali. 


Although some of the Companions differed concerning 
giving preference to “Ali over 'Uthman, Ahlus Sunnah 
have affirmed that “Uthmdan is the third and ‘Ali is the 
fourth as it relates to their virtue and [their right to the] 
caliphate. It is necessary for Ahlus Sunnah to hold onto 
this belief and to be free from the path of the Rafidah, 
those who insult and harm the Companions, and from 
the path of the Nawasib, those who harm the household 
of the Prophet with statement and action. It is a must that 
Ahlus Sunnah distance themselves from these blamewor- 
thy groups. 


Likewise they testify Paradise for those the Prophet ue 
said are in Paradise, such as the ten promised Paradise, 
Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas, ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, and 
'Ukashah bin Mihsan. Those who the Prophet testified for, 
Ahlus Sunnah also testify for. 


Also, they believe in what has been affirmed for the people 
of Badr as He said concerning them: 


050 Epi Mis oBs & i lebl 
Do whatever you wish; I have forgiven you.” 
And they believe that no one who gave the pledge beneath 
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the tree will enter the Fire, because it has been authenti- 
cated from the Prophet we that he said: 


oan 4 80% srl 0 & ae a( 4, Se 4 
etd) CSG BiG Gee JE gust tee Y 


None of those who gave the pledge under the tree shall 
enter the Fire.” 


And Allah sent down the verse concerning them: 


SAA OAS Gal 3 Gaadidl ye AU 05 Sl > 
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Certainly Allah was pleased with the believ- 
ers when they pledged allegiance to you (O 
-Muhammad), under the tree, and He knew what 
was in their hearts, so He sent down tranquil- 


lity upon them and rewarded them with an 
imminent conquest. 


[Surah al-Fath 48:18] 
This is the ‘agidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah. 


It is obligatory upon the people of iman after them to 
adhere to this methodology, and to believe that the 
Companions, all of them, are the best and most virtu- 
ous from this ummah. Some of what has been transmitted 
about them from a negative aspect is minor in compari- 
son to the virtue Allah has granted them and to their great 
actions. They either repented from their sins, performed 
righteous actions which erased them, were forgiven due 
to their virtue, or were forgiven by the intercession of the 
Prophet ue and they are the most deserving of his inter- 
cession, or they were tested or became ill in this worldly 
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life and this served as atonement for them. 


It is upon the believers to preserve this topic well and to 
work according to it, and their ‘agidah must be firm such 
that they oppose the innovators like the Rafidah, the 
Nawasib, and other than them. [They must oppose] those 
who exaggerate concerning the household of the Prophet, 
such as the Rafidah, or those who are negligent concern- 
ing the Companions, such as the Khawarij and Mu’ tazilah, 
and those who resemble them. We ask Allah to be pleased 
with them, and to make us from those who follow them in 
goodness. 
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BELIEF IN THE MIRACULOUS FEATS 
FROM THE ALLIES OF ALLAH AND THE PIOUS 
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From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah is to affirm 
the miraculous feats of the allies of Allah, that which was 
made to occur at their hands outside the range of normal 
ability. It has been narrated concerning [these feats from] 
the previous nations in Sarah al-Kahf and other than it, 
and what occurred from the Companions and the Tabi’in; 
these things will occur until the Day of Judgment. 


It is from the path of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah to 
thoroughly follow the narrations of the Messenger ee to 
follow the path of the first and foremost from the pious, 
and to follow the advice of the Prophet we concerning 
them: 


clortfisl le Iyet caged sect alah iy fn, Siles 
DS is 46d AS DE | Brey sy 


Adhere to my Sunnah and to the sunnah of the rightly guided 
caliphs, those who guide to the right way. Cling to it stubbornly 
[literally: with your molar teeth]. Beware of newly invented 
matters [in the religion], for verily every bid’ah (innovation) is 
misguidance.” | 


Ahlus Sunnah know that the most truthful speech is the 
speech of Allah and the best guidance is the guidance of 
Muhammad us They prefer the speech of Allah over the 


speech of the people, and they prefer the guidance of the 
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Prophet over the guidance of all others. For this reason, 
they are called the people of the Book and the Sunnah, and 
they are called the Jama’ah. They are called the Jama’ah 
because they are united, in contrast to the [innovated] 
groups. Unity is the third pillar which knowledge and the 
religion are based upon, and unity is what the Salaf were 
upon, as those who came after them differed a great deal. 


SRS PSNR NNT SSN SRO oS SE SR SSS SSS 


EXPLANATION 


From the foundational beliefs of Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ah, as the author, Abul ‘Abbas Shaykhul Islam 
Ibn Taymiyyah, stated, is to affirm the miraculous feats 
performed by the allies of Allah, that which has been 
mentioned by Allah and His Messenger we A miracu- 
lous feat is that which occurs outside the norm upon their 
hands and it is not normally done by the creation. It is 
called a karamah because the person is from the allies of 
Allah and from the truthful believers. If it is done by other 
than them, then it is a feat of the magicians or from the 
devils. But that which occurs from the righteous believ- 
ers is called a karamah, and it is not called such unless 


the person is known for uprightness upon the religion of 
Allah. 


As the Shaykh, may Allah have mercy upon him, said, “Ifa 
person were to fly in the air or walk upon water, he would 
not be considered an ally of Allah until he was weighed 
with the scale of the Book and the Sunnah. If he is upright 
upon the Book and the Sunnah, then he is from the allies 
of Allah, and if not then he is from the allies of Shaytan.” 
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As Allah the Exalted said: 


& Cosel) Y) ShLAST Sf Se tals! 185 Lag B 
And they were not [fit to be] its guardians? Its 
[true] guardians are not but the righteous. 
[Stirah al-Anfal 8:34] 


And the Exalted said: 


Gal) Gs5As ph Vy agile Gye Ya cual 3 > 
& Cys IgilSs I ghal 
Unquestionably, [for] the allies of Allah there 


will be no fear concerning them, nor will they 
grieve, those who believed and feared Allah. 


[Surah Yunus 10:62, 63] 


From these feats are [the actions of] the People of the Cave, 
those who slept for three hundred and nine years, and 
then Allah caused them to die after that. This was a sign 
from the signs of Allah due to their faith and piety; Allah 
made them a sign. Also, that which occurred to Usayd ibn 
Hudayr and 'Ubad ibn Bashr, the two noble Companions 
during the time of the Prophet ee. 


4 Bi poly ate al he gal Stel fy eo tlts of GT 3s 
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ALBA 
Anas narrated, “Two men from the Companions of the Prophet 


we departed from the Prophet we during a dark night and 
were led by two lights like lamps lighting the way in front of 
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them, and when they separated, each of them was accompa- 
nied by one of these lights until they reached their respective 
families.”° 


There is also the story of at-Tufayl ibn ad-Dawsi, the leader 
of Daws; when he entered into Islam, his people did not 
enter with him. He said, "O Messenger of Allah, suppli- 
cate to Allah and give me a sign so perhaps they may be 
guided.” The Prophet asked Allah to give him a sign to 
guide his people, so Allah placed a lamp in front of him 
when he went to his people. He said, “O my Lord, place it 
somewhere other than my face.” So Allah placed it in his 
whip. When he lifted his whip, it would illuminate. Allah 
guided his people due to this, and he came with them as 
Muslims. 


These affairs are outside what normally occurs. If the 
person is obedient to Allah and known for goodness then 
it is called a karamah, and if he is other than [a righteous 
person], then it is from the magicians or the devils. 


From the principles of Ahlus Sunnah is that they follow 
the narrations of the Messenger #8 and that which the 
rightly guided caliphs were upon, and those who are 
upon their methodology. They follow the methodology of 
the Messenger #8. this is the way of Ahlus Sunnah. For 
this reason, they are called the people of the Book and the 
Sunnah, and they are called the Jama’ah. The Jama’ah is 
the opposite of differing; they are called Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah because they unite upon the Book and the 
Sunnah, being truthful with both of them and weighing 
all affairs with them. They are Ahlus Sunnah because 
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they unite upon exalting the Book and the Sunnah, and 
working by them both. 


The second principle is [following] the authentic Sunnah. 
The third principle is unity; and the guideline is to unite 
upon what the Salaf were upon and what the Companions 
were upon. Every statement and action done by the people 
must be weighed by these principles. That which agrees 
with these principles is accepted and that which opposes 
them is rejected back to the person, regardless of who it is. 
May Allah grant us all success. 
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FROM THE CHARACTERISTICS OF AHLUS SUNNAH 
IS THAT THEY ADORN THEMSELVES 
WITH NOBLE MANNERS AND GOOD ACTIONS 


The author —may Allah have mercy upon him — said: 


Clarifying the completeness of the ‘agidah from the noble 
manners and good actions which Ahlus Sunnah adorn 
themselves with: 


Along with these [aforementioned] principles, they enjoin 
the good and forbid the evil according to the legislation. 
They view that Hajj, jihad, Jumu’ah, and the ‘Id prayers 
should be established with the rulers, whether they are 
pious or wicked. They are diligent in preserving unity and 
advising the leaders. They believe his statement ue. 


ven on Cd 9 "Ua éxgany Liby OLS fol che 
"The relationship of the believer with another believer is like 
(the bricks of) a building, each strengthens the other." He illus- 
trated this by interlacing the fingers of both his hands.” 
And his statement: 
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You see the believers as regards their being merciful and 
showing love among themselves, and being kind, resembling 
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one body so that if any part of the body is not well, then the 
whole body shares the sleeplessness and fever with it. 


They command with patience during calamities and 
gratitude during times of ease, and contentment with the 
decree. They call to noble character and righteous actions. 
They believe his statement 45: 


: pearara| Gis Loa| One eral a | 
The most perfect believer in regards to faith is he who © 
is best in manners. 


They call to connecting with those who have cut you off, 
giving to those who have withheld from you, and pardon- 
ing those who have oppressed you. They enjoin kindness 
to parents, keeping the ties of kinship, being kind to the 
neighbor, the orphan, the poor, and the traveler. They call 
to kindness to the slave. They prohibit pride, arrogance, 
and transgressing against the creation, whether it be justly 
or unjustly. 


They became from those who adhere to the pure unadul- 
terated Islam without any impurities. They are Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. Among them are the truthful, the 
marytrs, and the righteous. From them are the signposts 
for guidance and those who replace them. From them 
are the imams of the religion, those whose guidance the 
Muslims have agreed upon. They are the Saved Sect, those 
avout whom the Prophet we said: 


igh Es Al 3 pSV yytals ol yy tab dip y 
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A group of my uwmmah will continue to prevail and they will 
never be harmed by those who forsake them, until the Hour 
begins.™ 


We ask Allah to make us from them, we ask Him that he 
does not allow our hearts to deviate after having been 
guided, and we ask that He grant us mercy. Verily He 
is the Bestower. May the peace and blessings be upon 
our prophet Muhammad and upon his family and his 
Companions. 


SSS SSE 


EXPLANATION 


These words the author mentioned from Ahlus Sunnah 
wal Jama’ah are tremendous statements which should be 
written with gold ink. The believer must believe and work 
by these statements, and work according to this method- 
ology. This is because they are the statements of Ahlus 
Sunnah, and the Great Qur’an and pure Sunnah prove 
them. Ahlus Sunnah are described with all attributes of 
good. They enjoin the good and forbid the evil based upon 
the legislation. 


As the Exalted said: 


Sasha yaks ct) seleds Stuapally Uplabilly } 
6 Sl ce Gsely Cayjaall 
The believing men and believing women are 


allies of one another. They enjoin what is right 
and forbid what is wrong. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:71] 
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Likewise, they view establishing the Jumu’ah prayer, the 
'Id prayers, the congregational prayers, and jihad to be 
[the responsibility of] the rulers, whether they are pious or 
wicked, because this will establish jihad, protect the lands, 
and unite Islam. Even if the ruler has sins, we pray behind 
him and fight behind him, as was done during the era of 
Bani Umayyah, Bani al-‘ Abbas, and other than them. 


They command with kindness to the parents, keeping the 
ties of kinship, and kindness to the neighbor. They call to 
good manners and righteous actions. They call to connect- 
ing with those who have cut you off, pardoning those 
who have oppressed you, and giving to those who have 
withheld from you. 


They believe the statement of the Prophet ue. 
NEI (3) dente aS” pgablass a0sigag a4etlS 8 Geebl UF 
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You see the believers as regards their being merciful and 
showing love among themselves, and being kind, resembling 
one body so that if any part of the body is not well, then the 
whole body shares the sleeplessness and fever with it.® | 


And his statement: 
rasbial cyt Eludy "Cars avons Ldy OLESIT orga Cadell 


"The relationship of the believer with another believer is like 
(the bricks of) a building, each strengthens the other." He illus- 
trated this by interlacing the fingers of both his hands.* 


And his statement: 
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ABE a PrST Glad Seadsll 1054 


The most perfect believer in regards to faith is he who 
is best in manners.” 


All of this is from the ‘aqidah of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama‘ah. 
In every statement they make and every action they 
perform, they are governed by the Book and the Sunnah, 
and they have no other objective. They are governed by 
the Book and the Sunnah, and for this reason they are 
called Ahlus Sunnah. They are called the Jama’ah and the 
People of the Book and the Sunnah because they unite 
upon that and they assist one another upon that. Among 
them are the imams of guidance and knowledge, those 
who are upright upon the religion and governed by the 
legislation. All of them are included in Ahlus Sunnah wal 
Jama’ ah. 


Amongst them are those who replace [the imams], they 
are those scholars who take the place of one another. Each 
time one of them dies, another scholar replaces him, until 
Allah inherits the earth and all those upon it. 


. wiz 
As he said Ue. 


ACES gah Se Ase Ba Ae V Guygtee cal be dail JIG Y 
A group of my wmmah will continue to prevail and they will 


never be harmed by those who forsake them, until the Hour 
begins.® 


This means until the Hour draws near, and then Allah will 
send a nice wind which will take the soul of every male 


87 Sunan Abi Dawtid 4682 
88 Sahih Muslim 7311 
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and female believer, such that no one will remain upon 
the earth except the most evil people. Upon them the Hour 
will be established. 


We ask Allah that He does not make us or you from them. 
And we seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls and 
the evil of our actions. We ask Him to aid His religion and 
elevate His Word. And there is no might or power except 
with Allah. 


May the prayers and peace be upon His slave and His 
messenger, our prophet Muhammad, and upon his family 
and his Companions. 


216 


‘ALT ETL STATS TS 


PRRLRI EP Dest 


eee ee ee oe 
bode A PS 
[et TT a i 
en a a 


a PP | 


Ih ne Vid 


ee ee es 


